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For the Christian Spectator. 


Is the doctrine of a future state of 
rewards and punishments taught 
in the Old Testament ? 


Tue Old Testament is distinguish- 
ed from all the works of Pagan au- 
thors, by a full recognition of the ex- 
istence of one God, and a superinten- 
ding Providence. ‘The immortality 
of the soul, and future rewards and 
punishments, the knowledge of which 
is perhaps equally important to man, 
seem to be much less clearly revealed. 
By many,the passages usually adduced 
from the Old Testament in support 
of these doctrines, are thought to be 
of doubtful interpretation—by some, 
they are utterly rejected, as contain- 
ing no important evidence. The in- 
quiry, how far a just view of the fu- 
ture is revealed in the Old Testa- 
ment, is interesting; and may well 
demand a few moments attention. 

[. It may aid us in prosecuting this in- 
quiry,to consider, as distinctly as possi- 
ble, the light which was communica- 
ted to the Hebrews in successive rev- 
elations; and to inquire, whether, as 
has been supposed, it was gradual in 
its developement; till, at length, in 
the New Testament, the “ darkness” 
was scattered, and the “true light 
shone.” 

1. Evidence from the Pentateuch. 

The celebrated argument of War- 
burton, for “the Divine Legation of 
Moses,”? rests wholly on the “ omis- 
sion,” in the Pentateuch, “ of a future 
State of rewards and punishments.” 
For “under the common dispensa- 
tions of Providence, a religion with- 
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out a future state cannot be support- 
ed.” Moses knowing this, and yet 
“instituting such a religion, must 
have believed that it was supported 
by an extraordinary Providence ;” 
and his success in establishing it, 
shews that it was thus supported. 
“This,” says the learned writer, “is 
the argument of the Divine Legation, 
plain, simple and convincing, in the 
opinion of its author’—he has well 
added, “a paradox in the” view ot 
others. 

li is certaiu, that in the time of 
Moses, there prevailed a belief of tue 
soul’s existence after death. This is 
evident from the distinction made be- 
tween 7)8W (sheol, hades, or the 
abyss—rendered in our translation, 
“ orave,” * pit,” “ hell,””) and the se- 
pulchre. Jacob, when he supposed 
Joseph had been “ devoured by evil 
beasts,” says, “Twill go down into 
sheol unto my son, mourning.” (Gen. 
xxxvii. 35.) Korahand his compan- 
ions * went down alive into sheol.”? 
(Num. xvi. 30—33.) This was the 
expected place of residence after 
death. There the ancient Hebrews 
hoped to meet each other. (Gen. 
Xxxvil. 35.) The phrase “ gathered 
to his fathers,” or “to his people,” 
is the curreut language in which the 
death of the patriarchs is related. 
This is said of the departure of Abra- 
ham, (Gen. xv. 15, and xxv. 8) of 
Isaac, (xxxv. 29) Jacob, (xlix. 33) 
Aaron, (Num. xx. 24) Moses, (Deut. 
xxxli. 50) and others. The use of 
the phrase shews, that it had a mean- 
ing distinct from being ‘* buried.” 
Abraham was bur7ed in the field which 
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he bought of Ephron, (Gen. xxiii.) 
where no one but Sarah had been bu- 
ried before him. Jacob was “ gath- 
ered to his people” in Egypt; and 
‘‘ buried” long after, in the cave of 
Machpelah, (xlix. 33, and I. 13.) 

A belief of the soul’s existence af- 
ter death is farther evident from the 
practice of necromancy; against which 
it was found necessary to enact very 
severe laws, (Deut. xvill, 10—12. 
Lev. xx. 6.) No man, however su- 

erstitious, would be so inconsistent 
with himself, as to think of raising 
the dead, and enquiring of them con- 
cerning secret things; while he did 
not believe them to exist. 

Whether the future was supposed 
to be a state of retribution, is less 
clearly revealed in the Pentateuch. 
No account of the place of residence 
of the dead is given, from which this 
can be inferred. A few passages, 
which favour the opinion that the 
righteous will be happy, are worthy of 
observation. 

‘¢ Enock walked with God, and he 
was not, for God took him, (Gen. v. 
24.) The accounts of all the others 
contained in the chapter, end uniform- 
ly with m7). They are a simple 
story of their birth, their children, 
and their death. The historian had 
told the years of Enoch’s life—and 
turns aside to give his moral char- 
acter; tells us, “he walked with God, 
1338), and was not’”’—* he was gone” 
(I. Kings, xx. 40)-—* for God took 
him.” ‘This mode of his departure is 
represented asa consequence of his 
piety. But longevity was esteemed a 
precious blessing, and a token of the 
special favour of God, (Gen. xxv. 8. 
ux. xx. 12. Lev. xix. 32.) Hence, 
God’s “taking away” the pious 
Enoch, before he had “ attained to” 
half “the years of his fathers,” 
strongly implies, that he removed him 
tua more happy state of being. 

“Tam the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
(Ex. iii. 6.) Tam their God—their 
father and friend——implying that they 
still existed; and that the kindness of 
God was still extended to them. 
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‘Let me die the death of the 
righteous”—that is of the Israelites, 
“and let my last end be like his,” 
(Num. xxiii. 10.) Balaam had been 
called by Balak to curse Israel. But in 
speaking ‘the word put into his 
mouth” by God, he pronounced upon 
them a blessing; and says, that their 
death will be such, as he wishes his 
own to be. That is, as some interpret 
the passage, “ The Israelites will die 
after lives of prosperity and happi- 
ness—So let me die.” It must be ac- 
knowled, that the series of the dis- 
course favours this interpretation. It 
must also be acknowledged, that the 
language of Balaam is not the obvious 
mode of expressing temporal prosper- 
ity; and that the expressions— Let 
me die the death, and let my last end, 
argue forcibly, that the good derived 
was beyond the boundary of human 
life. 

“Ye shall not cut yourselves, nor 
make any baldness between your 
eyes for the dead; for the Lord hath 
chosen you to be a peculiar people 
unto himself, above all the nations 
that are upon the earth,” (Deut. xiv. 
1—2.) If the favour of God were 
not extended tothe dead, this would 
be a reason why, by his “ peculiar 
people,” death should the more be 
deprecated. 

We have seen from the Pentateuch. 
that the ancient Hebrews hoped to ex- 
ist after death ; and have gained some 
evidence, that they hoped the right- 
eous would be happy. Whether thei 
prevailing ideas of the future were in 
any good degree definite, it is not easy 
to determine. Future happiness is 
not represented asa solace in afflic- 
tion; nor future punishment, as a ter- 
rour to evil doers. Paul, in the midst 
of trial, desired to “depart and be 
with Christ.” Jacob, “ rent his clothes 
and put sackcloth on his loins—refu- 
sed to be comforted; and said, I will 
go down into sheol unto my son mournh- 
ing.” 

2. From the Pentateuch to the 
book of Job. 

As the book of Job is probably very 
ancient, it may be well to deviate trom 
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the arrangement of our translation, so 
far as to notice it next in order to the 
Pentateuch. from this book, some 
passages have been adduced as affirm- 
ing, and others, as denying, a future 
state of retribution. Of the former 
class, the most conspicuous passage 
‘is Job xix. 25—26. “TI know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth. 
And though after my skin [worms | 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God.” The passage seems 
to many not only to indicate a hope 
of future happiness ; but of the resur- 
rection of the body; and of redemp- 
tion through the mediation of Christ. 
‘1 know that [have a Redeemer, the 
Messiah; and that he will appear at 
the day of judgment. And though 
this body be utterly consumed, yet in 
that flesh with which 1 sha!l be cloth- 
ed at the resurrection,I shall see God.” 
But to this interpretation there are ob- 
jections. ‘The words rendered “ Re- 
deemer,” and “ latter day,’ have no 
certain reference to the Messiah, or 
day of judgment. And that spiritual 
hody, (1. Cor. xv. 44) which will be 
raisea,can hardly be called Ww2a(flesh. ) 
Or will it be said, that “latter day” 
refers to the time of Christ’s advent ; 
and that *Ww3A should be translated 
“without my flesh?” 'Thatis,“ through 
the mediation of Christ, my spirit, af- 
ter the dissolution of the body, will 
enjoy God.” This interpretation, if 
the original admitted it, gives indeed 
a delightful view of the future. But 
must not such a flood of light, burst- 
ing on a sudden froma book which is 
perhaps more dark in relation to the 
future, than any other in the Old Tes- 
tament, diminish our confidence in 
this interpretation? The bright ave- 
nue is soon closed. The next verse 
falls heavily upon the ear. “ Whom I 
shall see fer myself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another.” The 
following interpretation renders the 
parts of the whole passage more con- 
sistent; and agrees better with the 
original,'and the series of the discourse. 
“YT know that God is my 98), my 
avenger, my vindicator, (See Num. 
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xxxv. 12, 21, and Job xvi. 19) and 
that he will at length “ arise from the 
dust—appear as my deliverer. And 
though my body be now wasted by 
disease, it will revive—my flesh will 
be restored—and God will appear for 
me and not for you;—he will decide 
this controversy in my favour, (com- 
pare chap. xlii. 7—17.) Wherefore 
refrain from persecuting me, lest God 
be angry and ye be punished.” 

The intermediate books from the 
Pentateuch to Job, contain few passa- 
ges which throw important light on 
our subject. David laments over Saul, 
and Jonathan, and Absalom, with- 
out saying a word of their condition 
after death ; (II. Sam. i. 17-—27, and 
xviil. 33) and when the child of Bath- 
sheba died, his submissive language 
gives but an uncertain view of the tu- 
ture---“* Now he is dead, wherefore 
should I fast? Can I bring him back 
again? I shall goto him, but he shall 
not return to me, (II. Sam. xii. 23.) 

The raising of Samuel confirms 
the argument already drawn from ne- 
cromancy; (I. Sam. xxvii. 11—19.) 
and the translation of Elijah, (II. 
Kings ii. 1—18,) while it supports 
the common view of Enoch’s depar- 
ture, gives new force to the argument 
thence derived, by the peculiar defi- 
niteness of the narration. The scep- 
tic may reject the story of Elijah; 
but the attending circumstances are 
so numerous, and so explicitly rela- 
ted; that it is impossible to question 
what view the sacred historian inten- 
ded to convey. — 

3. The Psalms. | 

Ps. xvi. 8—11. “I have set the 
Lord always before me: because he 
is at my right hand, I shall not be 
moved. Therefore my heart is glad, 
my flesh aiso shall sest in hope; for 
thou wilt not leave me in sheol, nei- 
ther wilt thou suffer thine holy One to 
see corruption. ‘Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life: in thy presence is 
fullness of joy; at thy right hand are 
pleasures for evermore.” This vivid 
and accumulated description of happi- 
ness in the presence of God can hard- 
ly be accounted for ow the ground ta- 
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ken by some reputable critics, that 
the passage is spoken by David con- 
cerning himself; and that its whole 
meaning is this: “ Thou wilt prolong 
my temporal life, and make me hap- 
py inthe enjoyment of it !”—ITs it the 
genius of Hebrew poetry to paint the 
events of this life by imagery drawn 
from the invisible world ?>—Since then 
the passage is inapplicable to David, 
for he “ saw corruption”—are we not 
compelled to suppose it a_ prediction 


of the Messiah ? and a description of 


the pleasures which are really to be 
enjoyed in the presence of God, be- 
yond the grave. 

Ps. xvii. 13—15. ‘Deliver me 
from the wicked, O Lord, from men 
of the world, who have their portion 
in this life—they are full of children, 
and” leave to them their inheritance. 
But “as for me, I will behold thy face 
in righteousness; I shall be satisfied 
when 1 awake, with thy likeness.” 
Parallel to this passage is Psalm 
xlix. 14,15. In both passages, the 


Psalmist is contrasting the state of 
the wicked with that of the right- 
After showing the folly of 


eous. 
those who trust in riches; and the 
vanity of wealth, which cannot “ re- 
deem a brother” from death; he says, 
(xlix. 14,) * Like sheep the are laid 
in the grave; death shall feed on 
them; and the upright shall have do- 
minion over them in the morning--their 
beauty shall consume in the grave: 
but God will redeem my soul from 
the power of the grave, for he shall 
receive me.” 

Can we here discover no hope 
of happiness beyond the grave? But 
according to some interpreters, the 
whole meaning of the passages is only 
this, ** God will distinguish me from 
the wicked by bestowing upon me 
blessings in this life!’ With what 
then is the “ portion” enjoyed * in 
this life’ by “men of the world” 
contrasted 2? They, says the Psalmist, 
have their wealth—their numerous 
households—but /| shal! be satisfied, 
when I awake withthy likeness. Must 
not this awaking be after death? 
When it is that. the wealth of this 
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world proving worthless, and the 
wicked laid like sheep in the grave: 
the upright shall have dominion 
over them ? It is the wicked, who are 
here said to prosper “ in this life ;” 
and it isthe obvious design of the 
writer to shew that, notwithstanding 
this, their portion is unenviable, for 
they must soon die—while the right- 
eous have a better hope, that will not 
be disappointed. We cannot admit, 
that future happiness is no where else 
accknowledged by the Psalmist; and 
that hence, the passages to which we 
have referred must be interpreted, as 
relating solely to this world. We 
must believe, that they throw such 
light on the future, as we have been 
unable to discover in the books, to 
which we have above directed our at- 
tention. 

4. The books attributed to Solo- 
mon. 

Prov. xiv. 32. “The wicked is 
driven away in his wickedness, but 
the righteous hath hope in his death.” 

Several passages in Ecclesiastes 
clearly indicates a notion of a future 
state of rewards and punishments. 
‘“¢ Know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment.” 
‘*Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was; and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it.” ‘God 
shall bring every work into judgment, 
with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil.” (xi. 9, 
and xii. 7, 13. See also viii. 12, 
13.) The obscurity of many parts of 
this book isacknowledged. But how 
accurately are death and the events 
which follow it, described! Who 
would have written thus, that had no 
idea of a future state of retribution ! 

3. The Prophets. 

Isa. xxvi. 14, 19. The Jews re- 
stored from captivity, sing this song 
to Jehovah; Our enemies “ are dead, 
they shall not live; they are deceas- 
ed, they shall not rise.” But ‘ thy 
dead,” [the Jews] shall live ; [their] 
dead bodies shall arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in the dust: for 
thy dew [Jehovah] is as the dew of 
herbs”—-divine influence shall raise 
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chem to life—*¢ and the earth shall 
cast out the dead.” In this passage, 
says Lowth, “ the deliverance of the 
people of God from a state of the 
lowest depression, is explained by 
images, plainly taken from the resur- 
rection of the dead: hence, the doc- 
trine of the resurrection was at that 
time a common and popuiar doctrine; 
for an image, assumed to represent 
another, must be an image commonly 
known and understood; otherwise it 
will not answer the purpose for which 
itis assumed.” But the doctrine of 
the resurrection is so intimately con- 
nected with that of a future state of 
retribution, that, if a people were fa- 
miliar with the former, they must have 
heen with the latter. 

A similar argument may be drawn 
from the illustrious description of the 
restoration of the Jews from utter 
desolation, in the vision of Ezekiel ; 
(chap. xxxvii. 1, &c.) in which the 
dry bones that overspread the valley, 
are clothed with flesh, and raised to 
life. 

The same remarks are applicable 
in a peculiar manner, to Daniel xii. 
i—3. ‘And there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation;—and at that 
time, thy people shall be delivered,” 
even “every one that shall be found 
written in the book. And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the 
earth, shall awake ; some to everlast- 
ing life, and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt. And they that be 
wise shall shine, as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn 
many to righteousnes, as the stars for- 
ever and ever.” 

The book of Daniel doubtless con- 
tains many things, “ hard to be under- 
stood ;”” and a free interpretation of 
it has perhaps never yet been satis- 
factorily given. But we cannot turn 
from the passage now cited, by mere- 
ly saying, that it contains an image 
taken from the resurrection of the 
dead. It seems impossible, that such 
language, found at the end of a book, 
abounding with sublime descriptions 
of God, and of his wonderful works, 
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refers only to “ victory or defeat in 
battle!” What Christian writer has 
used language more exalted, or more 
impressive, concerning the future 
world ! 

In the Prophets, the events of the 
future are evidently more clearly re- 
vealed, than in the earlier books of 
the Old Testament. And the Hebrew 
writings of a later period exhibit ideas 
still more definite. (See Il. Mace. vii. 
9, &c. and xii. 40—45. Wisdom 
iil. L—11, and iv. 7, &c.) 

Il. ‘There are passages in the Old 
Testament, supposed to be inronsis- 
éent with a belief ina future state of 
retribution. 

Job xiv. 7—12. “There is hope 
of atree, that, if it be cut down, it 
will sprout again. But as the waters 
fail from the sea, and the flood de- 
cayeth and drieth up, so man lieth 
down and riseth not; till the heavens 
be no more, they shall not awake, 
nor be raised out of their sleep.” 

Ps. vi. 5. “In death there is no 
remembrance of thee: in the grave, 
who shall give thee thanks P” 

Ps. Ixxxvill. 10. “ Shall the dead 
arise and praise thee ?” 

Eccl. iii. 9. That which befalleth 
man, befalleth beasts—as one dieth 
so dieth the other, yea they have all 
one breath—All go to one place. 
All are of the dust; and all turn to 
dust again.” 

If other passages affirm the doc- 
trine in question, do not these, as ex- 
plicitly, deny it? It is ag obvious 
reply, that in respect to man’s tempo- 
ral existence, they are literally true ; 
and it is more than probable, they 
were uttered with a view of the des- 
truction of the body, and the closing 
of all our concerns with this world at 
death. Christians use similar lan- 
guage. Wesay a man dies, and that 
is the end of him. Even the pious 
Watts declares, that in the grave are 
neither ‘work, nor device,” ‘nor 
faith, nor hope.” 

Ill. Light is thrown on the Old 
Testament by the writers of the New. 

It is impossible now to inquire, 
what were the principles, by which 
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Christ and his aposiles were govern- 
ed, in tieir quotations from the Old 
Testameat ; or how far the use they 
have made of it is accommodated to 
the ignorance and prejudice of their 
cotemporaries. A few passages will 
be noticed in their plain and obvious 
import. 

In the eleventh of Hebrews, we are 
told, that, “ by faith Enoch was trans- 
lated, that he should not see death ; 
and was not found, because God had 
transiated him ; for before his transla- 
tion, he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God.” It cannot be doubt- 
ed, that Paul supposed Enoch was 
suddenly removed from lile to a state 
of happiness on account of his piety. 

The same apostle bas said, in the 
following verses that Abraham “ look- 
ed for acity which hath foundations ;” 
fy. 10,) and that the ancient patri- 
archs ‘*‘ confessed they were stran- 
gers and pilgrims on the earth,” thus 
‘declaring plainly, that they sought 
a better country, that is an heavenly.” 
fys. 13—106.) 

The Sadducees were “put to si- 
lence” by the argument of Christ, 
Matt. xxii. 23, 24. ‘ As touching 
the resurrection of the dead, have ye 
not read that which was spoken unio 
you by God. saying, f am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob? God is not the 
God—the patron, the benefactor—of 
the dead, but of the living.” 

IV. The internal character of the 
Old ‘Testament urges upon usa belief, 
that many of the sacred writers look- 
ed forward to the rewards and punish- 
ments of a future life. 

The works of Pagan authors, when- 
ever they speak of God, or of a future 
state, abound in absurdity. Not so 
the Old Testament. However im- 
perfect were the views entertained, 
nothing is exhibited low or mean in 
the character of God—nothing in- 
consistent with his majesty and glo- 
ry—nothing trifling or sensual in the 
enjoyments or the sufferings of the 
future. The sacred writers are si- 
lent, or speak what is worthy of Je- 
hovah. However obscure their view 
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of the future, no descriptions of Gog 
are more elevated; no Worship js 
more exalted in its nature; no piety 
is more fervent. Even the most ep- 
lightened christian of our own time 
dwells with rapture on the beautify! 
and sublime passages in the Psalms 
and Prophets--they afford him instruc. 
tion, consolation, and joys; and the 
more he contemplates them, the more 
he loves them; and the more readily, 
he acknowledges their divine original, 

A very important distinction js 
noticed by the most accurate obser- 
vers of the powers of the human mind 
in various ages and circumstances, 
between the intellectual character of 
Pagan and Christian authors. The 
views of the former, though perhaps 
equally acute and vivid, are more 
limited, more superficial, more con- 
fined to sensual objects. Those oi 
the latter are more expanded ; they 
flow from the deep foundations of the 
soul; they bear the impress of eter- 
nity, whieh gives a colouring to all 
temporal objects, and throws around 
them a shade of melancholy. And is 
there nothing of this in the Old Tes- 
tament? Is there nothing of this in 
the nineteenth Psalm, the one hun- 
dred and third, the one hundred and 
thirty-ninth ? 

V. In conclusion, it is evident the 
sacred writers of the Old Testament 
expected to exist after death; and 
that their general views of the future 
were in a good degree just. These 
views appear in successive revela- 
tions to have become more and more 
definite. To suppose that nothing 
remained to be revealed in the New 
Testament, would seem not only to 
contradict what is so frequently im- 
plied by Christ and his apostles, that 
the Gospel is a new and better dispen- 
sation, and the most precious gift of 
heaven; but would diminish its pecu- 
liar value in our estimation. 

If it is demanded, why the events 
of the future are no more explicitly 
revealed in the Old Testament—a 
work inspired by God for the benefit 
of man—the answer is easy, that we 
cannot tell. Wemight ask in return, 
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why he suffered so many generations 
{0 pass away without any written 
revelation ; or why so many millions, 
now inhabiting our earth, have uever 
yetheard of the bible, or ofa Savionr. 
We receive the facts in relation to the 
mode of God’s revelation, as they are 
exhibited in the scriptures ; and hum- 
bly acknowledge his wisdom in all his 
dispensations to man. And especial- 
ly would we acknowledge, with un- 
ceasing gratitude, bis goodness to us, 
in giving us the glorious gospel of 
our Lord, in which “life and immor- 
tality are” clearly “brought to light” 
‘If. Tim. i. 10)—and a sure and cer- 
tain hope of immortal happiness be- 
vond the grave is revealed. 

| MARO. 


A SERMON. 


I. Thess. v. 19. Quench not the Spirit. 


This was one of those directions 
which the Apostle gave in the conclu- 
ding part of his first epistle to the 
brethren in Thessalonica. After hav- 
ing inculeated various christian du- 
ties, he here reminded them of the 
necessity of cherishing the influences 
of the Holy Spirit in their breasts, 
knowing that by these influences alone 
could they be in possession of those 
“sifts of the Spirit” which were pe- 
culiar to the Apostolic age, or of those 
graces which are ever the characteris- 
tics, the joy, and the ornament of 
christians. 

The phraseology of the text is high- 
lyappropriate. Quench not the Spir- 
it. Allusion is made to the extinc- 
tion of fire in the material world, and 
from this process, with which all are 
familiar, the form of the address is 
borrowed. No indistinct analogy can 
be traced between the effects of fire, 
and those of the Spirit. It is the Di- 
vine Agent which dispels the horror 
of mental darkness, and illumines the 
soul with the light of life,—which kin- 
dles a flame that shall impart a sa- 
cred glow, and celestial warmth to 
continue during the ages of eternity. 

_ These saving influences of the Spir- 
it, are peculiar to christians. The 
natural man receiveth not the things 





of the Spirit of God. It is not, how- 
ever, for the peculiar benefit of real 
christians that our text has been cho- 
sen, nor shall we, at this time, dwell 
upon the necessity of their cherishing 
these influences as they would grow 
in grace. The Spirit of God strives 
with many who have not been trans- 
lated trom the kingdom of darkness 
into that of his dear Son, and this pre- 
sent opportunity for religious instruc- 
tion will be principally devoted to 
their benefit. God grant that it may 
be for their benefit! While so many 
are turning a deaf ear to the calls of 
mercy, let me exhort you, my friends, 
not to quench the Spirit. 

Some, perhaps, may be disposed to 
enquire, ‘¢ but are not the influences 
of the Spirit irresistible, and must not 
therefore all who have the “ strivings 
of the Spirit,” inevitably become pi- 
ous ?” 

It is indeed true, that all real chris- 
tians are made such by the grace of 
God. ‘And you, says the Apostle, 
hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.” None, howev- 
er, will be saved contrarily to their 
inclinations. ‘* Thy people shall be 
willing in the day of thy power.” That 
is irresistible, in the only sense in 
which the term can beused with refer- 
ence to the subject, which man as a 
rational being can no longer resist. 
“i ffectual cailing,” says our excel- 
lent catechism, “‘ is the work of God’s 
Spirit, whereby convincing us of 
our sin and misery, enlightening our 
minds in the knowledge of Christ, 
and renewing our wills, he doth per- 
suade and enable us to embrace Je- 
sus Christ, freely offered to us in the 
Gospel.” ‘This is irresistible grace. 
Man can no longer resist the good- 
ness, the mercy, the loving-kindness 
of his God. 

Many have the strivings of the Spir- 
it who never become pious. Chris- 
tians often suppose that they had 
these strivings at many periods long 
anterior to their conversion. Sinners 
often confess that they believe God 
has admonished them by his Spirit. 
The word of God warrants the be- 
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lief. “ My Spirit,’ said God ata 
time of peculiar wickedness, “ shall 
not always strive with man.” Lan- 
guage which authorises us to conclude 
that men had its influences and re- 
sisted them. 

To those then who are yet in their 
sins, we may accommodate the in- 
struction of our text, and admonish 
them not to quench the Spirit. 

This may be done by various 
methods. 

1. By the neglect of the means of 
grace.— The Spirit may be said to be 
quenched, when those means are neg- 
lected which are frequently the me- 
dium of his operation. A_ fire may 
be considered as extinguished when 
fuel is withholden. 

In many instances it has pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching, 
(i. e. by the simplicity of this method) 
tosave them that believe. The sanctu- 
ary has been the spiritual birth-place 
of many souls. ‘Those then who 
from Sabbath to Sabbath neglect the 
assembling of themselves together, as 
the manner of some unhappily is, 


who instead of giving their attendance 


upon the word preached, and thus 
calling the Sabbath a delight and the 
holy of the Lord honourable, remain 
in their houses, or wander in their 
tields, can hardly be considered as 
candidates for heaven. Neglecting 
the sanctuary of God on earth, they 
cannot expect to enter the Temple of 
the King of Kings above. Refusing 
to come within what may here be cal- 
led the sphere of Divine influence, or 
to permit the calls of mercy to vibrate 
on their ear, by mercy they will 
not profit, bythe influences of the 
Holy Spirit, they will not be made 
meet for a participation in the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light. 

Again, the scriptures are able to 
make men wise unto sal vation,through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. The 
scriptures are the most powerful in- 
strument used by the Holy Ghost. 
They are termed the sword of the 
Spirit ; a sword which penetrates the 
conscience, and the heart; and by a 
nongency. known only to those who 
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fee] it, disturbs the quiet of a carnaj 
security. Millions, sleeping upon the 
brink of destruction, have by the word 
of God as a faithful messenger, been 
awakened toa real knowledge of thei; 
danger, and will point, some to one 
portion, and some to another, as the 
precious word which prevented thei; 
fall into the lake of death. While 
therefore, the word of God is often 
rendered so efficacious, those who 
neglect it, who never consult it, who 
permit it to remain fastened by the 
rust of time upon the shelf, to repose in 
undisturbed quiet in the drawer, or 
who permit it to be supplanted by 
the inferior portions of the library, 
can hardly expect the blessing of God. 
They never invite the monitions of 
the Spirit,—they rather quench his 
blessed influences. 

2. Those may be said to quench 
the Spirit who indulge in a continual 
course of levity. 

Without thought, what is man! It 
is reason which exalts him above the 
brute, it is reflection which raises him 
above his fellows, enlarges his powers, 
and directs them to wise and useful 
purposes. To drive reason from her 
throne, and exalt feeling to an eleva- 
tion which will make her giddy, and 
to power which will manifest her im- 
becility, is ruin towardjself and trea- 
son against God. To sport while 
interests so great and so awful de- 
mand attention, to flit and trifle ina 
sphere implanted with eternal reali- 
ties, is the height of folly and of sin ; 
it is to be the butterfly without its in- 
nocence. Before a mind devoted to 
the vain delights of a trifling spirit, 
the subjects of reason,—the ‘ deep 
things of God,” never pass in solemn 
review. Its possessor quenches alike 
the light of reason, and of the Spirit. 

3. Those may be said to quench 
the Spirit who live in the indulgence 
of known sin. 

Here the light enjoyed increases 
the guilt. The precepts of God, 
known and familiar, are broken with 
constancy, and dreadful presumption. 
The monitions of God by his word, 
by his ministers. and by hts Spirit, 
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gre deliberately set at nought, and 
every violation of them not only in- 
ereases the guilt, but tends to pros- 
trate the moral powers of the sinner. 
The voice of God which resounded as 
thunder in the ears of the transgressor 
when commencing his course of gross 
wickedness, soon ceases to appal 
him. It, by degrees, loses its ma- 
jesty, and terror. He sins without 
compunction, reflects upon his trans- 
gressions without remorse. This is 
the consequence of indulgence in sin, 
of indulgence in any sin. The ob- 
servations just made, will apply not 
only to the notorious offender.—to 
the Sabbath breaker, the protane 
swearer, to those who live in habits 
of intemperance, or of dishonesty, but 
will be pertinent when made with 
reference to those who live in the in- 
dulgence of any sin. All sin hardens 
the heart and blinds the mind—leads 
man from one degree of guilt to anoth- 
er, and prepares him to walk the 
rounds of iniquity with alacrity and 
with cheerfulness, undisturbed by 
any corroding reflections, by any mo- 
nitions of the voice of conscience, 
which is the voice of God. 

A worldly minded man for exam- 
ple, will when commencing d+iis active 
life, occasionally, if not ,frequently, 
meditate upon the guilt which he is 
incurring, by refusing God the love 
and service which are his most just 
due,—business, however, soon occu- 
pies his attention, engages his affec- 
lions, and he serves the god of this 
world with assiduity and zeal. The 
concerns of his soul once thought of 
with solemnity, are now seldom ad- 
verted to,—they now occupy less, 
and now again less of the attention, 
until at length the aged sinner, with- 
out a thought of God, of Heaven, or 
of Eternity, is busied only in centri- 
ving the ways and means of increas 
ing and securing his substance, in 
pulling down his barns, and in build- 
ing greater. So effectually has he 
guenched the Spirit. 

4. The Spirit is resisted by direct- 
ly attempting to stifle his influences. 


Vol. 3.—No. X. 65 
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Sinners are, often, brought to a 
consideration of their spiritual condi- 
tion. ‘They know and feel that they 
are guilty before God. Comparing 
their conduct with the requirements 
of his holy law, they see that in all 
things they bave come short, that in 
many they have most grievously of- 
fended, and that their only hope and 
their only safety consists in making 
their peace with God. With this 
knowledge, instead of walking in the 
path of safety and of peace, to which 
God has directed them, instead of 
exercising ‘repentance toward God, 
and faith toward cur Lord Jesus 
Christ,”—they desire and atteuipt to 
rid themselves of serious thought, and 
feeling. 

Carefully avoiding whatever may 
be calculated to prolong, or increase 
their solicitude, they seek for mental 
quiet. Inthe bustle of business, they 
attempt to drown the voice of that 
monitor which proclaims, ‘ There is 
no peace to the wicked.”—Any book 
but the bible, any house but that of 
God, where they believe or fear his 
word will be faithfully preached, any 
company, but that which is religious, 
any employment, but that which is ho- 
ly, is chosen, searched tor, and cher- 
ished This murder of the soul is ac- 
complished withacruelty which baffles 
description, and a perseverance the 
most desperate. In the company of 
the vain, the vicious, and the sensual, 
they continue the courses with whose 
termination they are acquainted, and 
hasten on to destruction. 


What a spectacle! To see an im-_ 


mortal being, informed of the destiny 
of the righteous and the wicked, made 
to feel, and to feel deeply, that he isa 
sinner, that a way and but one way is 
open for his escape from ruin, go on 
in the road to hell, cannot but excite 
astonishment and horror. To see 
him, instead of kneeling before his 
Maker in humble adoration, dancing 
to the sound of the viol, and compose 
his features for the smile of pleas- 
ure, while his conscience loudly 
reproaches him for his sins, and in- 
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spires his soul with terror, is indeed 
a spectacle without a parallel. Who 
beholding or knowing of it, can re 

frain from adopting the language of 
inspiration, and saying, ** The heart 
of the sons of men is full of evil. and 
madness is in their heart while they 
live, and after that they go to the 
dead.” I[t cannot be thought singu- 
lar, that such conduct will effectu- 
ally quench the Spirit in his breast, 
and that relieved from conviction he 
will soon sin with an high hand, and 
seal bis own damnation. ; 

5. The Spirit may be quenched by 
the commission of the unpardonable 
sin. 

There is a sin which has no remis- 
sion; no, neither in this world, nor 
in the world which istocome. “ All 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men; but the blasphe- 
my against the Holy Ghost shall not 
be forgiven unto men.” 

The circumstances under which 
this portion of scripture, and which 
is the lenguage of the Saviour, was 
spoken, were the following: There 
had been brought unto Christ one 


possessed with a devil, biind, and 
dumb ; and he healed him, insomuch 
that the blind and dumb both spake 


and saw. But when the Pharisees 
heard, they said, ‘This fellow doth 
not cast out Devils, but by Beelzebub 
the prince of the Devils.’ It was 
this declaration of the Pharisees, 
which drew observations from our Sa- 
Viour, among which was the passage 
we have noticed. The sin of the 
Pharisees,was probably thesin against 
the Holy Ghost, and it appears to have 
consisted in attributing the operations 
of the Holy Spirit to Satanic influence, 
and this when there was sufficient ev- 
idence to the contrary. 

From the facts that this declara- 
tion respecting the unpardonable sin, 
was made when a miracle had been 
wrought, and that the days of mira- 
cles are now past, some have conclu- 
ded that the unpardonable can no lon- 
ger be committed. Upon this mo- 
mentous question who can decide? 
The subject amazes and chills us. 
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Permit me however to point out 
sin in some respects similar to that 
of the Pharisees; a sin which if yo; 
unpardonable, must surely be emi- 
nently calculated to quench the Spirit. 

In these latter days, the manifesta. 
tions of the Spirit with which we are 
favoured, may be considered as con- 
sisting in revivals of religion. At 
times, God is pleased to bow the 
hearts of multitudes, as the heart of 
one man, to turn many sinners from 
the error of their ways, and the diso- 
bedient to the wisdom of the just, 
Many at such times are offended, and 
wish as did the Pharisees of olden 
time, to decry what they ought to 
ponder, and admire. They attribute 
these revivals to any thing but their 
real cause,—to any excitement, but 
that of the Holy Spirit. They speak 
of the power of sympathy, of the arts 
of designing men, by whose devices 
it is pretended that these revivals are 
conjured up, or of hypocrisy, and say 
that what is pretended, is not felt. Ii 
there be a sin against the Holy Ghost, 
is there not some reason to believe 
that this may be that sin? 

We will briefly, but yet distinctly, 
trace the resemblances between these 
two offences,—that of the Pharisees. 
and that of these modern sinners. 
There are in both cases operations o! 
the Holy Spirit. The same Divine 
Agent which wrought in the maniac, 
brings sinners to a knowledge of the 
truth, and transforms them into the 
image of the Saviour. In both cases 
there was sufficient evidence that what 
was done, was wrought by the migh- 
ty power of God. It was a miracle 
that speech and sight were restored te 
him that had been dumb, and blind. 
How distinct is it from a miracle, that 
hardened sinners are brought to cry 
for mercy, that the tear of penitence is 
made to trickle down the cheek of the 
veteran in wickedness, that the haunts 
of vice become houses of prayer, and 
that the ways of Zion rejoice in behold- 
ing multitudes flock to her solemn 
feasts, where of late the multitude 
walked in the way of their heart, an¢ 
in the sight of their eyes P 








1821.] 


In both cases, the influences of the 
Spirit are attributed to the evil influ- 
ence. In the case of the Pharisees 
his was directly done. ‘ This fel- 
tow doth not cast out Devils, but by 
Beelzebub, the prince of the Devils.” 
Is it not, however, to attribute a revi- 
val of religien to evils, or Satanic in- 
Auence, when it is declared to be pro- 
duced by the arts of bad men, or to be 
the result of an hypocrisy on the part 
of the pretended subjects of it, equally 
detestable ? 

If it is doubted whether ridicule of 
revivals of religion, knowing them to 
be such, be indeed of so black a dye, 
as to throw the author of it, without 
ihe pale of mercy; still we may 
rest assured that it is a crime of the 
first magnitude, that there is fearful 
reason to believe that the author of 
it will not participate in those influ- 
ences which he denies and despi- 
ses—will not become possessed of 
that vital piety, which he declares 
does not really exist. We may con- 
clude that he takes the most effectual 
method of quenching the Spirit, and 
are almost authorized to say unto 
him, ‘‘ behold thou despiser and won- 
der, and perish, for a work is wrought 
inthy day,which thou wilt not believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.” 

Thus have we attended to some of 
the methods by which the strivings of 
the Spirit may be resisted; permit 
me in conclusion to warn you against 
them. 

Except aman be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. By 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
must you be made meet for heaven; 
ifdestitute of them, you will have your 
portion with all those who know not 
God, and who obey not the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Quench not, 
then, the Spirit. An adoption of 
those methods which have been poin- 
ted out as calculated to check the 
Strivings of the Spirit is to be avoided 
with the utmost caution. Adopt 
them, and you must expect to be giv- 
en up to your own hearts lusts,—to 
be permitted to commit iniquity with 
sreediness, and self-security, until in- 
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iquity prove your ruin. The dav of 
Divine vengeance will assuredly come. 
“¢ My Spirit,” said God before the 
deluge, “ shall not always strive with 
man.” The multitudes of the Old 
World, who would not hearken to the 
voice of reason, of friendly council, 
or of divine monition, were by the 
waters of the flood involved in one 
common ruin. “ Woe to him that stri- 
veth with his Maker! Let the pois- 
herd strive with the potsherds of the 
earth.” 

When we are informed of a man 
deserted by the world,—passed by 
with cold neglect, and permitted to 
spend his days without the usual com- 
forts of social life, we pity him.—When 
informed further, that his intimate 
friends, those with whom he had 
been accustomed to take sweet coun- 
sel, and upon whom he has conferred 
unnumbered benefits, have abandoned 
his society, and given him over to 
solitude and sorrow, we mourn for 
his misfortunes.—But when amongst 
those who have deserted his declining 
interests, we number his relatives, iis 
family, the wife of his bosom, and the 
children whom he has cherished,w hen 
we behold him an outcast, poor, fur- 
lorn, and friendless, we wish to sym- 
pathize in his distress, and can almost 
unite in his fervent supplications, that 
God would in mercy terminate the 
life which was prolonged ouly for suf- 
fering. 

But how light the affliction, how 
happy the condition of such a sufier- 
er, when compared with the affliction, 


and the condition of him who is de- 


serted by the Holy Spirit. Here, 
what mind can conceive, or what lan- 
guage paint, the wretchedness 5 what- 
ever may be his temporal condition, 
however rich, however honorable, 
however his friends may love him, or 
the crowd chaunt his applause, he is 
yet wretched, and poor,and miserable, 
and blind, and naked, and in want of 
all things,—destined to exist forever, 
and forever destined to sorrow, and 
anguish; deprived of happiness and 
hope ; an outcast from the favor of 
God, and classed with the Devil and 
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evil spirits. Such a being has no 
refuge in affliction, no present help 
in time of trouble. In sickness noth- 
ing tosupport him upon his bed of 
languishing, in death no rod and staff 
to comfort, or faith to give the victo- 
ry,—in the day of Judgment, no sure- 
ty,—no precious saviour, no deliver- 
er from the pains of hell. 

If you would not have this to be 
your condition, quench not the Spir- 
it,—refuse not the service which God 
requires of you. * To-day, therefore, 
while it is called to-day harden not 
your hearts. Behold now is the ac- 
cepted time. Behold! now is the 
day of salvation.” 

For the Christian Spectator. 
On the character of Melchisedec. 

THis extraordinary personage, who 
met, and blessed Abraham, as he was 
returning from the slaughter of the 
kings, has been the subject of much 
inquiry. So long ago, as the days of 
the apostles, the same doubts were 
entertained respecting the identity of 
this wonderful person, that now ex- 
ist; and this probably gave rise to 
what St. Paul wrote on this subject in 
his epistle to the Hebrews. 

From the elaborate discussion of 
this subject in the epistle abovemen- 
tioned we are assured that the feel- 
ings of the Jews were peculiarly in- 
terested in it; and that in the opinion 
of the apostle, it was with them a 
weighty subject. On the same ground, 
we may judge that he considered it to 
be highly importan’ that they should 
have correct notions on this subject ; 
for had not this been the case, he 
would not have dwelt on it so long as 
he did. 

We are assured also, that the 
things which the apostle was about 
to say, would be extremely disa- 
greeable to his Jewish brethren: for 
he no sooner mentions the name of 
Melchisedec, than he adds: * of whom 
T have many things to say, and hard 
to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of 
hearing ;” that is unwilling to hear 
as Christ says of them, (Matt. xiii. 
15,) “for this peoples’ heart is waxed 
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gross, and their ears are dull of hear. 
ing, and their eyes they have closed ,” 
&c. The apostle said his discourse 
on this subject was hard to be uttered, 
because he knew them to be exceed. 
ingly averse to those truths, which re- 
lated to Christ. He knew that ip 
treating this subject he should attack 
their violent prejudices against the 
truth concerning Melchisedec, and 
he told them beforehand what he ex. 
pected 

We are assured by Josephus, that 
it was the received opinion of the 
Jews that Melchisedec was but a mere 
man—a king, who reigned in Jeru- 
salem, and officiated as a high priest 
there in the days of Abraham. Of 
this belief they availed themselves to 
oppose every idea of a divine priest- 
hood. They were sensible that the 
kingly authority of the Messiah was 
spoken of by the Psalmist, as being of 
the same order as that of Melchise- 
dec; and if they could reduce the 
latter to the dominion and priesthood 
of a mere man, the former must be 
reduced to the same grade. On this 
account the Jews so obstinately pre- 
served silence, when our Savionr ask- 
ed them why the Psalmist called the 
son of David his Lord. ‘They knew 
that if they acknowledged the son of 
David to be a divine person, they 
must acknowledge his divine priest- 
hood, and this would establish the di- 
vinity of Melchisedec’s priesthood al- 
so. ‘Therefore, they could not, or 
would not answer him, for they were 
determined to deny the divine priest- 
hood of the Messiah, and to support 
their objection by pleading that of 
Melchisedec, which was of the same 
order as the Messiah’s. 

We shall endeavor to show that 
this Melchisedec was a Divine Person. 

Before we enquire particularly into 
the real character of this person, it 
will be proper to notice a few things 
respecting the state of the land of Ca- 
naan, when Melchisedec met Abra- 
ham. This may help us to form 
some idea of this kingdom and priest- 
hood at Jerusalem. 
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1. When Abraham entered into this 
jand, (which was only eight years be- 
fore Melchisedec met him,) the Ca- 
naanites were then just beginning to 
settle in the country. When men- 
tion is made of ‘Abraham’s going 
there, it is remarked that “the Canaan- 
ite was then in the land.” The ex- 
pression only intimates that they had 
the pre-occupancy of it; yet they were 
so few in number, that they were no 
interruption to him, or his vast droves 
tothem. He found this inconvenience 
from his brother Lot, and they were 
obliged to separate ; but no such diffi- 
culty arose from the Canaanites. If 
there had,it would have probably been 
mentioned; for the same difficulty is 
repeatedly spoken of in the days of 
Isaac, about a century afterwards, 
when the country became more thick- 
ly inhabited. In addition to this, 
when Abraham and Lot separated, 
Abraham said to Lot, “is not the 
whole land before thee ?”’--intimating 
that there were no interruptions but 
himself and his herds. 

2. The expedition of Chedorlao- 
mer and his confederates will show 
us the state of Canaan at that time. 
This army in their descent on the 
cities of Sodom, Gomorrah, &c. pas- 
sed and repassed through the whole 
length of the land of Canaan, from 
north to south; and yet it does not 
appear that they found any thing init 
worthy of their marauding purposes, 
till they came quite to the south part 
of what was afterwards Judah, where 
they began their depredations upon 
the Amalekites, and the inhabitants 
of Mount Seir and Kadesh. These, 
though much older nations than the 
Canaanites, (see Num. xxiv. 20th, and 
Gen. xxxvi. 30 to 40,) were unable 
to withstand the invaders. If there 
had been cities built, and kings reign- 
ing in the land of Canaan, would this 
hostile band have passed through the 
Whole length of this country, without 
any notice of its inhabitants ; or would 
the Canaanites have suffered such an 
invasion, without the least resistance, 
except what was made by Abraham 
and his servants? They must have 
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passed very nigh Jerusalem, if not di- 
rectly through it, in their way from 
the land of Shinar to the country of 
the Rephaims, and thence to the 
Amalekites, where they began their 
hostilities. 

3. Abraham with three hundred 
and eighteen men routed this whole 
army ontheir return. This he might 
have done, if the army had been ever 
so numerous, the Lord being with 
him; but when we consider that the 
spoil of nine kings was brought back 
by these three hundred and eighteen 
men, we may conclude this to be the 
day of small things ; so that had there 
been any considerable settlements in 
the land of Canaan, this small force 
might have been easily withstood. 
Again; had Melchisedec been a reign- 
ing king at Jerusalem, at this time, 
he wouldcertainly have assisted Abra- 
ham in his expedition, for Abraham 
passed directly by Jerusalem in his 
way from Hebron to Dan, the scene 
of action. Melchisedec was a friend 
to Abraham, and the expedition 3 
otherwise, he would not have met him 
on his return, with bread and wine, 
and have blessed the most high God 
for granting him victory over his ene- 
mies. These things cannot be ac- 
counted for, on the supposition that 
Melchisedec then flourished asa migh 
ty prince at Jerusalem. Had this 
been the case, would he have suffered 
his country to be invaded, his neigh- 
bours to be laid waste, and his friend 
Abraham to risque his all with a 
handful of men, without affording 
him the least assistance in such an 
hour of distress F 

4. It is difficult to account for the 
conduct of Abraham in other respects, 
if Melchisedec was a king and high- 
priest then reigning at Jerusalem. 
Abraham was distinguished as a reli- 
gious character, and a lover of good 
men. He was then a stranger among 
a wicked, idolatrous people. Sucha 
person as Melchisedec is represented 
to be, must have been unspeakably 
dear to him, and their connection ex- 
ceedingly intimate. Jerusalem must 
have been Abraham’s principal place 
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of resort—a most desirable asylum to 
him, while in his pilgrimage state in 
that country. Yet every thing be- 
speaks him a perfect stranger to Jeru- 
salem. No name it was ever known 
by, is ever mentioned by him. On 
the contrary we find him frequently 
confederating with the Canaanites for 
his own convenience and safety. He 
takes up his abode with these sinners, 
lives, and dies, and is buried among 
them. He never attends on the priest- 
hood of Melchisedec, nor carries a 
lamb to be offered on his altar, but 
continues to execute the office of a 
priest in his own family; and that 
too, by express direction from God. 
All this could not have been, if God 
had established a high-priesthood 
there, and that upon better promises 
than the priesthood of Aaron. 

5. If such a distinguished priest- 
hood, as this of Melchisedec is rep- 
resented to be by the apostle, was set 
up there, then God must have had a 
visible church established among 
those reprobated Canaanites. No 
people of a better sort had inhabited 
this land before the Canaanites, for 
they gave name tothe country. But 
was this high-priest over these idola- 
tors? No, there must have been a 
visible people of God there also. But 
where are they—what became of 
them? Melchisedec himself is not 
mentioned among the catalogue of 
worthies in the eleventh chapter of this 
epistle to the Hebrews. 

6. What must decide this point 
was the extraordinary direction of 
God to Abraham concerning the sac- 
rificing of his son Isaac on Mount 
Moriah. This mountian was in the 
midst of Jerusalem. It was the very 
spot, where the temple of Solomon 
was afterwards built. The time, 
when Abraham was called to this try- 
ing action, was more than forty years 
after Melchisedec met him, inasmuch 
as this occurred before the brith of 
Ishmael. Yet it is evident that the 
country was still an uninhabited wil- 
derness. The name of Jerusalem was 
unknown. The country was called 
the land of Moriah (Gen. xxii, 2.) It 


was designated by its mountains, ag 
uninhabited countries generally are. 
The transaction was in a thicket, foy 
in that the ram was caught by his 
horns. We must conclude from these 
considerations that there was no such 
city, as Jerusalein, existing in name 
or thing, when Melchisedec met Abra- 
ham; and therefore, no such high- 
priest and king, as Melchisedec reign. 
ing there at that time. 

We now proceed more at large to 
show that Melchisedec was not a 
mere man; bui was that Divine An- 
gel, who so often appeared to the an- 
cient patriarchs; and whom they wor- 
shipped as the living and true God. 

The frst thing, which falis under 
our notice, is the name by which this 
extraordinary person is known. Mo- 
ses saith that Melchisedec, king of 
Salem, met Abraham. ‘The apostle 
gives us the real meaning of the words 
of Moses. He informs us that they 
meant not his proper name and place 
of abede, but his character and the 
quality of his office. ‘Vhe apostle 
could have no conceivable design by 
hi, interpretation, unless it was to 
lead his hearers to a just conception 
of his character. And he makes this 
use of it afterwards: for he labors to 
prove him to be in an eminent de- 
gree, a king of righteousness, and a 
king of peace. ‘he instaace before 
us is exactly simitar to that, where 
the Evangelist interpreted the word 
Immanuel, as mentioned by the 
Prophet Isaiah, (vii. 14,) ** Behold a 
virgin shall conceive, and bare a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
Here the word is used as the child’s 
name; but the Evangelist saith that 
Immanuel, being interpreted, is “God 
with us.” In the same manner the 
apostle interprets this name, and in- 
forms us that it was the king of 
righteousness,” and the “king of 
peace,” which met Abraham and 
blessed him ; and we have no license 
from the Scriptures to put any other 
sense upon these words. Now had 
these words been translated thus in 
our Bibles—‘* the king of righteous- 
ness and peace met Abraham and 
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blessed him,” should we have had 
any doubt who wis intended by this 
character? 

9. The character given to this per- 
son by the apostle perfectly agrees to 
that of a divine person. He has not 
given a trait in it,.but what is of a di- 
vine stamp. He is without descent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life; and he adds that it is 
witnessed that he liveth,” two thou- 
sand years after his meeting with 
Abraham—-that he is superior to 
the priests of Aaron, because they 
die. 

Now whatever were the apostles 
jdeas concerning the real character of 
this person, yet all must grant that he 
designedly drew a divine character, 
such an one as he knew could apply 
to no being but the Deity: and the 
question is—had he any right so to 
do. if this person was a mere man ? 
If St. Paul had this right, had not 
every sacred writer the same right? 
If so, we have no evidence that there 
isa single character in the Scriptures, 
neither of God, nor of his creatures, 
which bears any more resemblance 
to the real life, than this one drawn 
by the apostle of Melchisedec has to 
a sinful mortal. This would lead us 
at once into total scepticism, and 
pave the way to downright infidelity. 

But the plea is, it was so drawn 
that he might be a more perfect type 
of Christ. The question still remains, 
‘is it truth r” If not, it cannot belong 
to the Scriptures of truth. Suppose 
Moses had said that the brethren of 
Joseph did actually murder him; and 
that God raised him from the dead, 
and then sent him down to Egypt. 
He would have been a more perfect 
type of Christ; but would the state- 
ment have been a true one, and would 
Moses have been justified in making 
itr The supposition is altogether in- 
atmissible. 

The professed design of his long 
epistle to the Hebrews was to break 
them off from their deep-rooted, and 
fatal error, respecting their legal cere- 
monies. They believed that the 
blood of bulls and goats could take 


away sin, and that the sprinkling of 
the sons of Aaron could cleanse 
from guilt. On this ground they des- 
pised the only sufficient attonement 
of the Son of God. Did the Apos- 
tle expect to relieve his brethren from 
this fatal mistake by proving that the 
priesthood and sacrifice of the Son of 
God was just such, as the priesthood 
and sacrifice of Melchisedec, if the 
latter was a mere man? If so his 
priesthood and sacrifices were in no 
sence superior to those of Aaron. 
He could be no other than the son of 
apostate Adam, a sinful worm of the 
dust offering sacrifices for his own 
sins and the sins of the people. His 
sacrifices could be no better than 
slain beasts ; and as to an everlasting 
priesthood, his must be far inferior 
to the order of Aaron’s for it was in 
the hands of a man who could have 
no successor, and therefore in the 
space of one short life, it must become 
extinct. Yet the Apostle holds up 
to view the priesthood of the Son of 
God, as a priesthood of the same or- 
der as this of Melchisedec, as to its 
duration. Be repeats it to his Jew- 
ish brethren not less than five or six 
times in this epistle, as if it were a 
subject worthy their highest atten- 
tion; and tells them that the priest- 
hood of Christ is of the simili- 
tude (or likeness) as that of Melchis- 
edec, as to its efficacy and perpetui- 
ty; that is not after the order of a 
carnal commandment, but after the 
order of an endless life. Had this 
Melchisedec been a mere man, there 
was no argument, which the Apostle 
could have used, that would have so 
effectually confirmed the Jews in 
their unhappy prejudice against the 
atonement of Christ; for his atone- 
ment is the same as was made long 
before by a sinful man. Had they 
admitted the reasoning of the Apos- 
tle, they must have been assured that 
the priesthood of Aaron’s order was 
far superior to that of the Son of 
God. Butthe Apostle seems to have 
had no such idea of this Melchisedec, 
of whom he was speaking. He gives 
us to understand that Melchisedec 
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was not the proper name of any per- 
son, but that being interpreted (that 
is, the true import of it being explain- 
ed) it meant the King of Righteous- 
ness; and that by the king of Salem, 
is meant the King of Peace, and not 
the king of any particular territory. 
If we admit the Apostle’s interpreta- 
tion of these words, then we must 
read, and understand them in this 
light; for he has assured us that it 
was the true and real meaning of the 
Holy Spirit, that the King of Right- 
eousness and King of Peace met Abra- 
ham and blessed him. This charac- 
ter and office can apply only to the 
Divine Mediator, and_ necessarily 
points Azm out, as the person intended 
by Melchisidec. 

3. The conduct of Abraham, after 
his meeting with Melchisedec, is an 
unquestionable evidence, that he did 
not view him as appointed from 
among men to officiate in the office 
of High Priest upon earth, during 
the days of Abraham. Though 
Abraham recognized him as God’s 
High Priest, yet after that, he contin- 
ued through his whole life, to offer his 
own sacrifices on altars of his own 
building. This was the practice not 
only ef Abraham, but of all the Pa- 
triarchs from the days of Noah, till 
the Levitical Priesthood was estab- 
lished. ‘This kind of family priest- 
hood was also by divine appointment. 
Abraham officiated as a priest by ex- 
press direction from God, (Genesis, 
xv. 7—11, and xxii. 2.) To what 
end could such a priesthood, as the 
supposed one of Melchisedec, be ap- 
pointed, when He had commanded 
his people to peform the office of 
priest in their own families? Their 
doing so would be in direct violation 
of such an institution, and must ren- 
der ita mere nullity. It is easy to 
see what must have been the fate of 
the Levitical priesthood had all Is- 
rael been ordered by God to offer 
their own sacrifices at their own dwel- 
lings. ‘This one consideration must 
go far to prove that no such priest- 
hood was appointed of God among 
men in the days of Abraham 
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4. If such a priesthood was estab. 
lished, it was among the Canaanites . 
a supposition too improbable to bh, 
admitted. They were a people repro. 
bated of God, their country had beep 
taken from them for their abomina. 
tions, aad given to another nation, and 
the inhabitants were doomed to bp 
utterly extirpated. God had hereto. 
fore chosen Shem as his visible peo- 
ple, aud had said that Canaan shoulg 
be iis servant. Did the Divine 
proimises come so soon to this? Did 
the God ot Shem so soon forsake him. 
and return to the people of his curse, 
put his name there, constitute a priest. 
hood, a high-priesthood among these 
excommunicants from his favor, and 
order Shem to pay tithes to them = 
Such a supposition would be tanta- 
mount to charging the God of Shem 
with a breach of covenant. We have 
then no licence to believe that any 
such priesthood was or could be es. 
tablished among men by Divine ap- 
pointment, at Jerusalem, or in any 
other place within the territory of 
that reprobated people. 

We now proceed to adduce more 
positive evidence that this Melchise- 
dec was a Divine person. 

1. The Apostle affirms that this 
person was alive in his day, and ap- 
peals to witnesses in confirmation of 
his words. ‘ And here men, that 
die receive tithes, but there he re- 
ceived them, of whom it is witnessed 
that he diveth.” It is on this very 
argument he founds his assertion that 
the priesthood of Melchisedec was 
superior to that of Aaron, for the 
priests of Aaron die, but he, who re- 
ceived tithes of Abraham, liveth. 
This testimony of the Apostle can 
mean nothing else but a full and post- 
tive assertion that thiy Melchisedec, 
who met Abraham, was living in the 
Apostle’s day,which could not be true, 
if he were a mere man. This decla- 
ration is sufficient of itself to prove 
Melchisedec to ke a Divine person, 
were there no corroborating testimony 
to support it. a 

If. It is witnessed of this King 0 
righteousness and peace that he was 
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a far greater character than Abraham. 
«¢ Now consider,” saith the Apostle, 
«how great this man was, unto whom 
Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils, 
and who blessed Abraham; and with- 
out all contradiction, the less is bless- 
ed of the better.” By better, we 
must here understand that God had 
bestowed greater blessings on him, 
and had made unto him better prom- 
jses, 2nd had given to him greater 
rights; otherwise there could be no 
propriety ii saying that he blessed 
him, who received the promises, un- 
iess Abraham was the less with all 
the blessings and promises bestowed 
on him by his Maker. Yet God had 
made Abraham the father of all the 
redeemed to the end of the world—he 
had promised him that his natural 
seed should become as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand of the sea for 
multitude, and should be his chosen 
people forever, and that his covenant 
with them should not be broken, 
while the sun and moon should en- 
dure. He had also given to him and 
his seed all that land, which Metchis- 
edec himself (on the supposition that 
he was a mere man) possessed; and 
to crown all his other blessings, he 
had promised that the Saviour of the 
world should be of his offspring. Now 
from all things it is beyond dispute 
that Abraham was the greatest char- 
acter on earth, the highest favourite 
of God, and had received more pre- 
cious promises, than could be granted 
to any other person in the world. 
The bare mentioning such a charac- 
ter as being the less, bespeaks the bet- 
ter to be Divine. 

III. It is also said of Melchisedec 
that he received tithes of Abraham. 
But tithes were due only to God. 
No creature had any more right to pay 
tithes toa mere man, than he had to 
pay divine adoration to him, neither 
has any creature any more right to re- 
ceive tithes of any person, than to re- 
ceive worship from him. God ex- 
pressly declares that the tithes are 
his, that they do not belong to man, 
(Levit. xxvii. 30.) Therefore the 
‘hildren of Israel were by the prophet 
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Malachi, charged with robbing God 
(Mal. iii. 8,) when they withheld 
their tithes. God says in Numbers 
xviii. 20, to Aaron, “ thou shalt have 
no inheritance in their land, neither 
shall thou have any part among them 
I am thy part and thy inheritance 
among the children of Israel ;_ and be- 
hold I have given the Levites ail the 
tenth in Israel for an inheritance.” 
God himself maintained the Levites 
out of that, which was a sacred re- 
serve of his, which no creature had 
the least claim to. If Melchisedec then 
received tithes of Abraham, he took 
that, which absolutely belonged to 
God, and therefore he was in truth 
the fiving and true God. Otherwise 
he must have robbed God of his sa- 
cred due,unless God had made a@ grant 
of these tithes to Melchisedec, as he 


did afterwards tothe Levites. But it 


this be granted, then his receiving 
tithes was no evidence of his great- 
ness and superiority to Abraham. 
God granted a part of the tithes to the 
poor of the land; but this was not be- 
cause they were greater than Abra- 
ham, but because they were poor and 
needy. ‘The Apostle however brings 
this instance of paying tithes to Mel- 
chisedec, as an evidence of the dignity 
of this person. ‘“ Now consider how 
great this man was, to whom even 
the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth 
of the spoils ;’? and again, “as I may 
so say, Levi also who received tithes, 
payed tithes in Abraham” &c. This 
extraordinary priest must have re- 
ceived these tithes in his own inher- 
ent right, or else it could be no more 
proof of his greatness than it was of 
his indigence. But if he received 
these tithes as his own proper due, 
as he evidently did, then he received 
that, which was due to God and to 
no other, and of course claimed to be 
a Divine person. 

IV. What next demands our atten- 
tion is the order of this priesthood, 
by which is to be understood its form, 
construction, or what it effects and 
how long it continues in force. 

1. It is an everlasting priesthood. 
The Apostle says, that this Melchise- 
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dec abideth a priest continually. 
This could not be, even were he im- 
mortal, unless his priesthood was ev- 
erlasiing also. To this David bears 
witness inthe 110th Psalm, and bis 
words are quoted by the Apostle to 
prove the perpetuity of the priest- 
hood of the Son of God, (Heb. vi. 20.) 

2. ‘The order of this priesthood 
was such, as admitted of but one 
priest, who was as endless in his du- 
ration and office, as the priesthood 
was. ‘This is evident from what has 
just been said, and further it is said 
that he “ has neither beginning of days 
nor end of life.” ‘These passages of 
scripture furnish sufficient evidence 
that this priesthood admits of no suc- 
cession, but is ever administered by 
the same immortal priest. 

3. This priesthood is of an order, 
that hath perfection, that is, it can 
make complete atonement for sin. In 
this respect, it is contrasted with the 
priesthood of Aaron, which had not 
perfection. “ If therefore perfection 


were by the Levitical priesthood (for 
under it the people received the law, ) 


what need was there that another 


priest should arise after the order of 


Melchisedec, and not be called after 
the order of Aaron?” (Heb. vii. 11.) 
The sum of the Apostle’s reasoning 
here is this—‘the priesthood of Aa 
ron was so faulty, as to render it ne- 
cessary that there should be another 
priesthood, 
Melchisedec, introduced to supply its 
defects ; and this is that of the S 
God, whe supplies the place of Mel- 
chisedec, and administers a_priest- 
hood of the same effcacy as his was.’ 
This is attaching to the priesthood of 
Melchisedec all the perfection of that 
of Christ, for he assures us that it is 
of the same order. 

It is worthy of remark also that 
in this comparison of priesthood, if 
it may be called a comparison, 
there is nota syllable, in which the 
priesthood of the Divine Redemer is 
yaced in any degree above that of 
Melchisedec. They are kept on a 
perfect equality, till they are termi- 
nated in one standing on better prom- 
ises than the priesthood of Aaron’s 


On the character of Melchisedec. 


such an one as that of 


on of 


| Ocr, 


order. “ For now hath he obtained , 
more excellent ministry by how much 
also he is the Mediator of a et. 
ter covenant, which was establish. 
ed upon better promises ; for if that 
first covenant had been faultless, they 
no place had been res for the sec- 
ond.” (Heb. viii. 6, 7.) But hoy 
could this priesthood, which is of the 
same order as Melchisedec’s, be found. 
ed oa better promises than that of 
Aaron, if Melchisedec was but a 
man? How could it be faultless if like 
the priesthood of Aaron, its offerings 
for sin were to be but the blood o; 
bulls and goats? Moreover, if the 
priesthood of Melchisedee and that 
of Christ were distinct, why is the 
priesthood of Aaron constantly called 
by the Apostle, the frst, and that o! 
Christ the second? This could not be 
true. Melchisedec’s was the first, Aar- 
on’s the second, and Christ’s the third. 
After having in the beginning oi 
his epistle drawn, in the most exalted 
language, the character of the Son o: 
God, the Apostle attempts to_prove 
that the promised Messiah is a Divine 
person—the only high priest of God, 
and that his sacrifices, and his alone, 
are suflicient to take away sin. Ile 
proceeds to prove this from the scrip- 
tures, and shews them that David in 
the Spirit acknowledged him to be 
the Lord he worshipped, and the ever- 
lasting priest of the Most High, And 
because the Jews had gone into the 
same error, respecting Melchisedec, 
to whom he was likened, which 
exists at the present day, he goes on 
to show who he is. He ‘shows them 
from the scriptures, that he is an ever- 
lasting priest, that he was greater 
than Abraham &c. as has been point- 
ed out in the preceeding pages. 
When we consider the almost idola- 
trous estimation, in which Abraham 
was held by the Jews, the last men- 
tioned argument must have hac 
creat weight with them. 

One or two objections have bee 
often urged against the assertion that 
by Melchisedec i is meant a divine per- 
son ; and now demand our attention. 

The first is that the priesthood © 
Christ is said to be after the ordet 
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f Melchisedec : and if he was a di- 
yine person, he must himself be 
Christ: and then he must be a 
priest after his own order: which is 
, mere identical proposition convey- 
ing no idea to the mind. 

“The Apostle is labouring to prove 
that the Lord spoken of in the 110th 
Psalm, who is said to be of the order 
of Melchisedec, and the Melchisedec 
spoken of by Moses, are really one 
and the same person. fle therefore 
proves incontestably that they are of 
the same order of beings, that is, that 
they are eternal beings, having nei- 


ther beginning of days nor end of 


life. He proves also their priesthoods 
to be the same order, being both ev- 
erlasting priesthoods. Having prov- 
ed these points, he has incontestably 
shown them to be one being, as truly 
as God is one, for he has proved them 
both to be God. ‘Therefore, this 
oath of God that the Lord is a priest 
forever after the order of Melchisedec, 
is not an oath that they are two dis- 
tinct persons; but an oath that they 
are one and the same person, which 
was the great truth the Apostle was 
labouring to prove.. This objection 
then has no weight as such, but has 
much weight in proof of the point in 
question. 

The second objection arises from 
Heb. vii. 3. In the description of 
Melchisedee, in this passage, he is 
suid to be w made like unto the Son 
t God.” The objection is, that if 
ue is Zéke unto the Son of God, he 
annot be the Son of God himself. 

Now to answer to this objection 
iothing more is necessary than to be 
assuved of the trath of the assertion 
hat he zs like the Son of God; fur 
ne could not be like the Son of God, 
inless he were a divine person, and 
they both belong to the undivided 

ssence of the one living and true 
God. sut let this mode of objecting 
be exammed a little more at large. 

The identity of persons, who are 
‘imperfectly seen, or who have been 
long absent, is often a matter of un- 
certainty, and such a case is the one 
belore us. The inquiry now, is sim- 
ply this. Is an assertion of likeness 


in such a case a proof of identity o1 
of diversity ; that is, can likeness in 
the suspected person be a proof tha 
he is the person in question, or an 
evidence that he is not that person ? 

When the wife of Manoah told her 
husband (Judges xiii. 6,) saying, “a 
man of God came unto me, and his 
countenance was /ike the countenance 
of an angel of God,” have we au- 
thority to say that because his coun- 
tenance was ke that of an angel, 
therefore it was not the countenance 
of an angel’ Certainly not, for it 
was the countenance of an angel, and 
we can have no right to assert what 
is not true. When Nebuchadnezzar 
saw four men in the furnace and said 
‘the form of the fourth is like the 
Son of God,” (Deut. iii. 25,) did he 
mean to imply that it was not the 
Son of God ? 

It there can be yet any doubt re- 
maining as to the futility of this objec- 
tion, the following icstance must re- 
move it. John saw in the midst ot 
the seven candlesticks one /éke unto 
the Son of Man. 
this person leaves no doubt as to his 
being the very person whom he is 
said to resemble. “Tam he that 
liveth and was dead; and behold J 
am alive forevermore, Amen, and 
have the keys of hell and of death,” 
“Rev. i. 13 and 15,) and before John 
saw him he heard his voice saying 
“fam the Alpha and the wen 
the first and the last.”? (Rev. i. TL. 
Another answer however, pido 
from the preceding, may be given to 
this objection. 

‘The two characters under consid. 
eration, which are said to be like the 
one to the other, are visibly and ex- 
ternally two persons: they appeared 
at different times and were known by 
different names. One of them was 
before Abraham, the other was thy 
seed of Abraham. One of them wa: 
without descent, the other was de- 
scended from David. These formed 
an ostensible difference, and the one 
might with propriety be said to be 
like the other, yet this did not pre- 
vent their being both of them Divine 
persons, and as such the only living 
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and true God, and as really one, as 
God is one, for the same divine per- 
son might and did appear in different 
forms. When the Lord was about 
to appear on Mount Sinai in flaming 
fire, he appeared to Moses as a flame 
of fire inthe bush ; and when He was 
about to drive out the Canaanites be- 
fore Joshua, He appeared to him in 
the character of a man of war with a 
drawn sword in his hand: and when 
He was to appear in the world as the 
great high priest of God, who was to 
atone for the sins of the world, why 
should he not appear to Abraham the 
father of the church, in the pontifical 
robes, and by the name of the Priest 
of the Most High God? There is no 
real difficulty in the way of the con- 
clusion that Melchisedee was a Di- 
vine Being: but on the other hand, to 
suppose him but a man, envelops the 
whole subject in the deepest obscu- 
rity. | 
A few important remarks are sug- 
gested by what has been said, and 
merit attention. 

We see how little importance 
should be attached to the Jewish no- 
tion on this subject. Many are ready 
to consider Melchisedec as a mere 
man, who wasa priest and king at 
Jerusalem, because this was the opin- 


ion of the Jews, considering them as 


fully competent to understand the his- 
tory of theirown times. But we have 
not the least evidence that they ever 
heard of Melchisedec til! Moses wrote 
the book of Genesis, which must have 
been more than four hundred years 
after the meeting with Abraham. 
Furthermore there occurred nothing 
special to call their aticntion to the 
subject, till David wrote tie 110th 
psalm, about nine hundred years after 
this extraordinary meeting, so that 
they were so far removed from the 
event that nothing could be learned 
respecting it except what could be de- 
rived from the scriptures, which are as 
open to us now, as they were then to 
them. And in addition to this they 
were predisposed, as has been abund- 
antly shown, to draw false conclusions 
on this subject. On the whole, their 
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opinion respecting this character is ng 
more worthy of trust than their opin. 
ion respecting the Messiah, or the 
ability of their legal sacrifices to atone 
for sin. 

We learn that a plurality of per. 
sons in the Divine Essence was taught, 
and believed in the patriarchal state 
ofthe Church. If Melchisedec was 
a Divine person, as he evidently was, 
we have a convincing evidence of this 
interesting and important truth. 

This Divine Person blessed Abra- 
bam in the name of a second divine 
Person. ‘* Blessed be Abrahamof the 
Most High God, possessor of heaven 
and earth,” and then he addresses the 
same Diyine Person in a simijar man- 
ner—-** Blessed be the Most High God, 
who hath delivered thine enemies in- 
to thine hand.” Such modes of ex- 
pression can have no meaning, unless 
there be a plurality of persons in the 
Divine Essence. This is not a soli- 
tary instance ; for we find the same 
language generaly used by this Divine 
Person, who so frequently appeared 
to the patriarchs of old, and whom 
they worshipped as their God. The 
angel who appeared to Joshua as a 
man of war, says—* as Captain of the 
host of the Lord am I come.” He 
speaks of the Lord as a person dis- 
tinct from himself, yet Joshua pays 
him divine homage. and he receives 
his worship. This he could not do, 
unless he were God himself. When 
John was about to worship the angel, 
who shewed him the river of life, sup- 
nosing him to be a divine being, he 
said, **see thou do it not, for I am thy 
fellow servant, &c.” (Rev. xxii, 8th 
and 9th.) Vhe receiving worship 
from Joshua was then evidence that 
he, who appeared as Captain of the 
Lord’s host, was in reality a divine 
person. Again, Moses says, the “ An- 
gel of the Lord appeared to him in 4 
flame of fire ina bush,” (Ex. iii. 2d.) 
that is a messenger of God, yet Mo- 
ses worshipped him as God, aud 
when he speaks, he does not speak as 
a creature, for he says “J am the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” Again 
God says to Moses “I will not go up 
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with this people, lest I consume them; 
but I will send an Angel before them, 
and he shalllead them. Beware, and 
provoke him not, for he will not par- 
don your transgressions, for my name 
isinhim.” (Compare Ex. xxiii, 21 and 
xyxxili, 3d.) God said that He would 
not go with them, but. would send 
an Angel, yet this Angel had power 
to pardon sin or not, as he pleased— 
And God said that *‘his name is in 
him,” which is the same as to say 
that he is God himself, for the name 
of God means every thing by which 
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God is known—all his perfections. 
When the Angel appeared to Manoah 
aud his wife the former said “we 
shall surely die, for we have seen 
God.” Now whether Manoah was 
right or wrong in his opinion of the 
character of this person, his believing 
him to be God, although he knew 
that the Angel had just been talking 
of God as a person distinct from him. 
self, is an evidence that the belief of a 
plurality of persons in the Godhead 
was a common one at that early pe. 
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4 Sabbath among the Highlands in 
Virginia. 

Ir was a Lord’s day toward,the close 
of October last, that I passed witha 
friend among the highlands. ‘The morn- 
ing was clear. ‘There was a coolness 
abroad, that was singularly refreshing 
toa northern constitution, half wast- 
ed away by the sultriness of the long 
summer. All without door was pro- 
pitious and animating. I therefore 
cheerfully accepted an invitation of 
my friend to attend a discourse, that 
was to be delivered sub dio on the 
banks of the Rappahannock, by an 
itinerant preacher of some popular 
distinction in those parts. 

As 1 was mounting my horse, the 
breath of the mountain air upon my 
breast, seemed to make my heart 
dance within me, and to spread vi- 
brations of pleasure through all my 
frame—so renovating is the return of 
autumn to the animal spirits of a stran- 
ger, exhausted by the long and unre- 
mittent fervour of a summer at the 
south. Memory and hope smiled 
upon me just then ;—and every thing 
combined to render it one of those 
Seasons, when the christian feels a 
fulness of soul toward the God of his 
mercies, that he cannot unbosom ; 
when his heart overflows with some 
‘neipient gushings of that gratitude, 


whose deep spring shall, in anotlhe: 
world, swell the river of life and jo. 
forevermore. 

We pursued our way through a coun. 
try, whose features, not often abrupt. 
or strikingly romantic, presented « 
pretty continuous succession of round- 
ed hill and retiring valley. Yet they 
did not weary by uniformity, but were. 
ever and anon, developing new com- 
binations of upland and lowland, rock 
and stream, that finely harmonized 
with each other. <A superficia! and 
Savage system of agriculture, has done 
much to deface nature here, said 
my friend, but, continued he, it is 
still a beautiful country, and would 
be infinitely more so, were it impro- 
ved by a numerous population, of 
steady habits, and intelligent industry. 


As we approached the Blue Ridge. . 


the hills, seeming to claim kindred 
with that beautiful range, began to as- 
sume a loftier character; and to ex- 
hibit, now and then, impending brow: 
of massive rock; and to be intersect- 
ed by something like deep and nar- 
row glens, where appeared the track 
of the torreat. We had arrived at 
the top of one of these eminences, 
which lay in our route,and from which: 
my friend had promised me a view 
of the Blue Ridge, as beautiful and im- 
pressive, as that portion of highland 
scenery any where presents,—when 
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it was suddenly revealed through a 
clade of the forest in all its majesty, 
and produced that deep and overpow- 
ering impression,—that inebriation 
of soul, (if I may term it so) which ts 
the exclusive prerogative of the won- 
der-works of nature. ‘The eminence 
on which we stood, was divided from 
the mountains, by a valley twenty 
or twenty-five miles in extent, gen- 
tly undulated, diversified with wood 
and harvest-ficld, and scattered over 
at intervals with herds of cattle, 
sroups of wheat-ricks, and negro 
cabins circling the more stately abodes 
of the planters. The nearer forests 
appeared like vast and variegated 
parterres, such a surprising diversity 
of brilliant hues had a late frost or 
two produced in their foliage ; while 
the more distant landscape faded into 
an air of languor, and paleness, that 
seemed like nature sinking to repose, 
after the feverish excitement of the 
summer sun. Beyond all, rose the 
deep purple of the far mountains, that 
changeth not with the seasons, and 
save that it is sometimes briefly ob- 
scured by the morning mist, forms a 
robe of eternal beauty. We had an 
unbroken view of the range, through 
a reach of fifty miles. It passed be- 
fore us, crowned with a succession of 
towering summits, as varied as nu- 
merous. [ts mighty sides were throng- 
ed with tributary hills, gradually ri- 
sing one above another : and the whole 
was enveloped in living purple. Al- 
together, [ thought it must be unrival- 
led in beauty, if surpassed in sublimi- 
ty. 


There is no Virginian possessed of 


any sensibility, and nurtured be- 
neath the eye of these mountains, who 
does not imbibe from his early years, 
a kind of mingled veneration and wh 
tachment for them, that grows with 
bis growth, and i siauieataes with, and 
strengthe ns - the other ties of home, 
and kindred. There is here and chaite 
one, whose wild and warm imagina- 
tion can attach to them an individual- 
ity, and an intelligence with which he 


may hold communion, and friendship, 


as though a mountain spirit were not 


1 Sabbath among the Highlands in Virginia. 


LOer, 


altogether a fiction of tlie poets. Thus 
we may have observed, I believe 
that the natives of champaign coun. 
tries, where there are no sublime ey). 
inences, or shaded solitudes, to ii. 
press the imagination, wean them. 
selves without effort from the spot 
of their birth, and speedily outgrow 
all the amiable weaknesses of early 
and local attachment, while those o; 
wild and mountainous regions, are 
more like one of their own foresi 
trees, that is irremovably rooted 
among its native rocks, and wil! 
thrive no where so kindly, as in tha: 
bleak and barren situation. 

While we were still a quarter-mile 
from the object of our ride, the vehi. 
ment tones of the preacher began to 
be heard at intervals, reverberating 
through the woods, and rolling on- 
ward with a brazen body and clear- 
ness, that reminded me of the super- 
human vociferations of a maniac. 
whom I met with in childhood; and 
again at intervals, either from the in- 
tervention of some obstacle, or from 
a remission of effort on the part of the 
speaker, they were lost in the hoarse 
murmur of the Rappahannock. Near 
the foot ofa hill, that rose with a gen- 
tle and green acclivity, from a slip ot 
alluvial meadow, bordering one side 
of the Rappahannock, and among 
some rare set oaks, of enlarged and 
branching growth, we found a numer 
ous audience thronged around their 
favorite preacher. He was decidedly 
in the decline of life, although his high 
and reverend forehead still retained 
something of its native whiteness. His 
sunken cheek left his large light eye, 
of glassy sheen and chilliness, stand- 
ing out upon his visage in unnatural 
relief, and rather rev olting nakedness. 
An ascetic severity, unalleviated by 
one lineament of earthly feeling, per- 
vaded every feature, and predomina- 
ted in every expression of his counte- 
nance. His life showed outwardly a 
trance of heaven-ward contemplation, 
interrupted only by the solemn dis- 
charge of his professional duties. 
There were upon his face withal, the 


in- 


marks of inward gloom, and strife, 19 


















comuch that many fancied that the 
dreggish memory of youthful follies, 
for he had been a dissolute comedi- 
an io his youth,) or the corroding 
ouilt of some unknown crime, aggra- 
vated by constitutional dejection, 
preyed upon his spirit: while others 
attributed his singularities to his deem- 
nig a discipline of unmitigated sever- 
ity, and monastic mortification, most 
acceptable to heaven: or to his being 


favored with spiritual revealings of 


such a peculiar and engrossing char- 
acter, as to do away all sympathy 
with the weaknesses and relaxations 
of ordinary christians. ‘To say no 
more of these vagaries :—on the pre- 
sent occasion, he was mounted upon 
an oak stump of almost as large an 
area as pulpits made with hands, and 
of far more venerable aspect. — In 
place of a white handkerchief, he 
held in his hand a knotted staff, whose 
hardy antiqnity must have formed its 
chief value. ‘The rusticity of these 
accommodations, however, togetlier 
with the absence of all refinement and 
tenderness in the matter and manner 
of the man, were more than redeemed 
by certain overawing, though rude, 
qualities,—the gifts of nature and 
srace, that rendered him, to the pro- 
fanum vulgus, at least, a very pow- 
erful and impressive preacher. ‘The 
faithful boldness and dignity of his 
denunciations as Christ’s ambassador, 
seconded by the native wildness of 
his imagination, and by the savage 
energy of his gestures, and by the 
thunder of his herald voice, arrested 
and rivetted the attention of the be- 
heving, trembling sinner, and presen- 
ted to his conscience the exactions 
and terrors of the law, in most alarm- 
ing and salutary array. Eminently 
qualified, as he was, to deal with the 
imagination and passions, he appear- 
ed to think as little of resorting to so- 
ber and leisurely ratiocination to 
alarm the sinner, as a man would to 
alarm a friend, who might be in dan- 
ger of destruction from a falling tree. 
1 never heard a preacher, whether 
learned, or unlearned,—dignitary, or 
Novitiate,x—that seemed to feel more 
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simply, and entirely, that he spake, 
and was heard, for eternity. That 
idea which is awfully bound up with 
the destiny of man, was brought very 
near to the soul of this preacher, pre- 
sided over every thought, solemnized 
every gesture, and threw over his 
whole exhibition an air of most im- 
pressive sincerity. Here was no timid 
and guilty politeness shewn to man, 
whom he often offended and pitied, 
but feared not. Nor did he use grace- 
ful attitudes, and affected gestures, 
and pretty tones, and all that Babylo- 
nish tinsel, that we sometimes see 
profane the pulpit. [lis closing ap- 
peal on this occasion was nearly as 
follows :— Playmates of my _ boy- 
hood,—grey-haired sinners,—do ye 
sneer at mer—’tis nothing. Do ye 
sneer at God’s word ?-—’tis hell ! 
Methinks ina dark and doleful pit of 
the nether world, I see the end of 
him who was asneerer. Remorse--the 
worm that never dies,—warms and 
writhes in his heart’s core. Despair, 
like a vulture, forever overshadows 
him,—forever she pounces upon his 
guilty breast. Oh! fly, fly, fly, while 
there’s mercy.” As he uttered the 
last words his manner was wrought 
into a phrensied earnestness by the 
awful presentments of his own fancy. 
His frame was convulsed,—-his pow- 
erful voice reduced to a gasp, and a 
shuddering groan involuntary burst 
from the whole assembly. 
a, ©. 


em wee 


for the Christian Spectator. 


A description of the Mausoleum of 
the Medict, at Florence. 


Self aggrandizement appears to 
have been the great end constantly 
had in view by the Medicean family. 
In none of their works is this more 
manifest, than in the Royal Chapel, 
attached to the Church of St. Lo- 
renzo. 

This Mausoleum is of an octagonal 
form, three hundred feet in circuit, 
and about two hundred in height. 
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The eight sides of the edifice are di- 
vided at each angle by noble fluted 
pilasters, and the whole interior, with 
the exception of the dome, is lined 
with the most rare and costly marbles, 
fancifully and elegantly combined. 
In the spaces between the pilasters, 
at a considerable elevation, are colos- 
sal bronze statues of six Grand Dukes 
of Tuscany, namely, two Cosmos, 
three Ferdinands, and Francis I. 
The seventh space is reserved for the 
late Grand Duke, whose statue 1s 
soon to be placed there; while the 
eighth side is occupied by a splendid 
cate way, which forms the entrance 
to the Chapel. 

Directly under each statue is a 
massy and gorgeous sarcophagus, in 
which the body is to be deposited. 
Below the sarcophagi, the walls are 
decorated with the arms, mottos, and 
names of sixteen of the principal cit- 
ies of Tuscany. These are entirely 
composed of precious stones, so ar- 
ranged as to give a perfect represent- 
ation not only of the form, but of the 
colours which belong to each. But 
the unrivalled splendour of this place 
begars description. ‘The mineral king- 
dom has furnished its choisest treas- 
ures, and the art of man has exerted 
its utmost power, to enrich and em- 
bellish this monument of the glory 
and pride of the Medici. ‘* The ori- 
ental granite, the jasper of Sicily, 
Corsica, and ‘Tuscany; the porphyry 
of Egypt, the violet of Flanders, the 
coral of Spain, the pearl, the agate, 
the lapis lazuli, the topaz, ruby, em- 
erald and saphire;” are all seen here, 
and to the greatest advantage. 

It is now two hundred and seven- 
teen years since the Mausoleum was 
commenced, and workmen have been 
constantly employed upon it during 
all this period. The expense already 
incurred is more than sixteen nrg 
of dollars: and when completed, 
completed in the same style,) it vil 
have cost near twenty millions.--How 
worthless are the ends, to which 
pride and folly devote the treasures, 
that men hold only as stewards under 
fiod. Who can estimate the amount 
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of good, which must have ensued, 
had the royal line of Tuscany judi. 
ciously expended this vast sum, in en. 
lightening the ignorant, and reclaim. 
ing the vicious among their Subjects, 
Then their memory would indeed 
have lived, not in proud and cost! 
mausoleums, but in the grateful hearts 
of their countrymen, and thousands 
and tens of thousands of successive 
generations would have risen up and 
called them blessed. T. C 


For the Christian Spectator. 
Paraphrase of Isaiah xxxiv. 


{ Come near ye people, to the Almighty 

Lord ; 

Come, listen, all ye nations, to his word, 

And hear the fiat of his ware decree: 

let the wide earth re-echo to the sound, 

The world and all its fulness ring 
around ; 

For what 5 ehovah utters—that shall be. 


Against the nations he has bar’d his 
wrath; 

Fury and indignation mark his path, 

And all their armies backward shrink 
in dread : 

Their hosts to one wide slaughter he 
hath given, 

And by his sweeping 
driven, 

Shall rollin one deep bleeding pile oi 
dead. 


sword their cohorts 


Their corpses heap’d upon the battle 
field, 

No friend the rites of sepulture shall 
yield ; 

There they shall rot, and welter in the 
sun: 

The worm shall be their covering, and 
their shroud 

The stench, 
cloud— 

Like rivers, from the hills their blood 
shall run. 


that rises in a_ tainted 


And all the host of Heavy’n shall waste 
away, 

A sooty steam shall dium the light of day, 

And darkness brood o’er all with raven 
Wing ; 

The Sun, the Moon, the Stars away 
shall roll, 

Theskies couvolyi ing like a folding scroll, 

And there unmingled Night her veil 
shall fling. 


The hosts of Heav’n shall from their 
eontres rush. 
















‘ 
»~ 
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And all their frame, in one tremendous 
crush, 

With trailing flames to earth its arch- 
es bend; 

As when the vine’s sere foliage falling 
plays, 

And ripe figs drop in autumn’s lonely 
days, 

So shall those countless worlds of lght 
descend. 


5 The purple of their crime has fill’d the 


SKY, 

And stain’d it with a deep, a guilty 
die ; 

And there Jehovah bathes his burning 
sword : 

High o’er Chaldea’s land that falchion 
waves, 

A people doom’d and destin’d to their 
graves ; 

It talls—urg’d onward by the avenging 
Lord. 


6 It falls—and every soul a victim dies; 


© 





Iu mangled heaps their welt’ ring corpses 
rise, 

The King, the Prince, the servant, all 
are gone: 

That sword, with slaughter wearied, 
drips in gore; 

With clots and hair and brains bespat- 
ter’d o’er, 

't rests—the work of vengeance now is 
done. 


scar’d by the terrors of the Conqueror’s 
eye, 

Like sheep and goats, a timorous flock, 
they fly; 

The sword behind them thirsts and 
flashes still : 

it longs on all their carcases to feed, 

And as the palpitating victims bleed, 

From the warm stream of life to drink 
its fill. 


'.-§ Armies and peasants, camps and cit- 


ies, all 

Doom’d to one spreading desolation, 
fall, 

Like bulls and lambs before the lion 
driven : 

The soak’d earth steams a hot and fe- 
verish cloud, 

And gore-fed weeds their crumbling 
bones inshroud— 

Come near, and see the wrath of in- 
jur’d heaven. 


+ Tis silent, lonely, desolate,—a land 
Of molten rocks, of white and dazzling 
sand, 
Where stifling vapours fill the poison’d 
air ; 
With pitchy slime its sluggish rivers 
flow, 
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And lava torrents heave and boil and 
glow ; 
Bitumen burns,and sulphur flashes there. 


10 The quenchless fire shall redden, thro’ 


the night, 

And send aloft, by day, a smoky licht, 

And rolling clouds in heavy tolds as- 
cend ; 

From age to age, the traveller on his 
path, , 

Shuddering shall see that wasted land 
of wrath, 

And back with fearful steps his journey 
bend. 


2uin is on that city of renown ; 

Her tow’rs and battlements have thun- 
der’d down, 

The engine of the Lord hath laid them 
low: 

The busy hum of trade, the slave’s em- 
ploy, 

The warrior’s echoed shout, the glee of 
JOY, ! 

Are hush’d in that eternal overthrow. 


11—12 The trumpet shall in vain to battle 


sound, 

No armed hosts shall proudly throng 
around 

Their captains; all their pomp and 
pow’r is gone: 

The courts and chambers to the Arab’s 
tread, 

Ring, like the vaulted caverns of the 
dead, 

And Silence sits upon the Monarch’s 
throne. 


And there the Pelican shall build her 
nest, 

And feed her young ones from her bleed- 
ing breast, 

And by the Bittern’s boom the hush be 
broke; 

The Owlet sit and marn in every 
tower, 

And when the day is dark, and tempests 
low’r, 

The Raven in sepulchral omens croak. 


On everytumbling wall, and mould’ ring 
shrine 

The Lord, the unerring Lord, shall 
stretch his line, 

And in eternal ruin thou shalt lie; 

Sure, as the plummet settles to the 
rround, 

Thy courts shall echo, with an empty 
sound, 

To the scar’d wanderer, as he hurries 
by. 


13 And thorns shall choke the palace of 


her kings, 
The bramble and the nettle twine their 
stings, 
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And mantle o’er her bulwarks and her 
walls; 

The lurking lizard there shall dwell and 
breed, 

The Ostrich on the tall, rank grass shall 
teed, 

That rustling, waves in her deserted 
halls. 


14 In the dark watches of the lonely night, 

In one infernal chorus shall unite 

The Wild-cat’s yell, the gaunt Hyena’s 
howl; 

The Baboon to his fellow Baboon cry, 

The wild blast of the desart whistling 
b 

Ring with the harpy screaming of the 
Owl. 


{5 There shall the viper nestle, and shall 
lay 
Iler filmy eggs, and there her young 
shall play; 
‘here she shall coil, and watch beneath 
the shade, 


And on the traveller darting, fix he, 
sting ;— 

And there the vulture fold his sooty 
wing, 

Beside his mate in sordid slumber laid, 


16—17 Go, read the fatal volume of the 

Lord > 

Go, listen to his sure, unerring word: 

Thou, Babylon, shalt rise in glory—ne. 
ver ; 

dut I will sweep my besom over thee, 

And all thy pomp shall fade, and thou 
shalt be 

A desolation and a hiss forever. 


P. 


* The imagery throughout, has been 
adapted as much as possible to Babylon 
Wherever a variation from the common 
translation has been made, the notes t 
Michaelis’ Hebrew Bible have been fol- 
lowed, 
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Review of the Lives of Wesley and 
Whitefield. 


(Concluded from page 489.) 
While Wesley and Whitefield, now 


in the prime of their lives, were 
preaching with such unexampled suc- 
cess and popularity in London and 
Bristol, a phenomenon — occurred 
among the Methodists, which turned 
the attention of the whole commu- 
nity upon them, and which, while 
it served to increase the opposition 
of such as were before opposed, gave 
unbounded confidence to themselves, 
who regarded it as a special testimo- 
ny of God to the truth and justice of 
their cause. It appeared first under 
the preaching of Wesley in London, 
and may best be recorded in his own 
words. Ile is describing the effects 
of his preaching in Bristol, whither he 
had gone, at the request of Whitefield 
from London. © 

‘¢ One day, after Wesley had expounded 
the fourth chapter of Acts, the persons 
present ‘ called upon God to confirm his 


word. ‘Immediately, he adds, ‘one 
that stood by, to our no small surprise, 


cried out aloud, with the utmost vehe 

mence, even asin the agonies of death 

but we continued in prayer, till a new 
song was put into her mouth, a thanksgiving 
unto our God. Soon atter, two other per 

sons (well known in this place, as labour- 
ing to live in aii good conscience towards 
all men) were seized with strong pain, and 
constrained to roar for the disquietness of 
their heart. But it was_not long before 
they likewise burst forth into praise to God 
their Saviour. The last, who called upon 
God as out of the belly of hell, was a stran- 
ger in Bristol ; and in a short space be al- 
so was overwhelmed with joy and love 

knowing that God had healed bis backsli- 
dings. So many living witnesses bath 
God given, that his hand is still stretched 
out to heal, and that signs and wonders are 
even now wrought by his holy child Jesus. 
At another place, ‘a young man was std- 
denty seized with a violent trembling al! 
over, and in a few minutes, the sorrows 0/ 
his heart being enlarged, sunk down to the 
ground; but we ceased not calling upon 
God, till he raised him up full ot peace and 


joy in the Holy Ghost.’ Preaching at New- 


gate, Wesley was led insensibly, he says, 
and without any previous design, to de- 
clare strongly and explicitly that God wil- 
leth all men to be saved, and to pray that! 
this were not the truth of God, he would 
not suffer the blind to go out of the way > 
but if it were, that he would bear witnes* 
tohis word. ‘Immediately one, and ar 
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other, and another, sunk to the earth ; 
chey dropt on every side as thunderstrack. 
‘In the evening I was again prest in spirit 
to declare that Christ gave himself a ran- 
som for al. And almost before we called 
upon him to set his seal, he answered. 
One was so wounded by the sword of the 
Spirit, that you would have imagined she 
could not live a moment. But immedi- 
ately his abundant kindness was showed, 
and she loudly sang of his righteousness.’ ’ 
—Vol. I. p- 122 


«¢ While,’ he says, ‘I was earnestly in- 
viting all men fo enter into the Holiest by 
‘his new and hving way, many of those that 
neard began to call upon God with strong 
cries and fears; some sunk down, and 
there remained no strength in them , oth- 
ers exceedingly trembled and quaked ; 
some were torn with a kind of convulsive 
motion in every part of their bodies, and 
‘hat so violently, that often four or five 
persons could not hold one of them. | 
have seen many hysterical and epileptic 
fits, but none of them were like these in 
many respects. I immediately prayed 
that God would not suffer those who were 
weak to be offended; but one woman was 
greally, being sure they might he!p it if 
they would, no one should persuade her to 
the contrary ; and she was got three or 
four yards, when she also dropt down 
in as violent an agony asthe rest. Twen- 
iy-six of those who had been thus affected, 
(most of whom, during the prayers which 
were made for them, were ina moment 
filled with peace and joy,) promised to call 
upon me the next day; but only eighteen 
came, by talking closely with whom I 
found reason to believe that some of them 
had gone home to their houses justified ; 
the rest seemed to be patiently waiting for 
it.” "——Vol. L. p. 134. 


It is not surprising, that when facts 
like these were witnessed, for the first 
time, they should make a deep im- 
pression upon such a mind as Wes- 
ley’s, and still more upon weaker 
minds, into whom he had infused his 
own spirit and sentiments. They 
considered them as undoubted marks 
of Divine power, and as “ outward 
signs” not to be questioned, of a work 
of grace wrought upon the heart. It 
is remarkable, however, that even 
oe Whitefield doubted concerning 
them. 


** These effects had never as yet been 
produced under Whitefield’s preaching, 
though they now followed Wesley where- 
ever he went ; and it appears that White- 
field, who came once more to Bristol at 
this time, considered them as doubtful in- 
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dications, at least, and by no means to be 
encouraged. But no sooner had he begun 
to preach among a congregation, among 
whom the ‘outward signs’ had previously 
taken place, and who therefore were pre- 
pared for the aifection by their state ot 
mind, as fear, in times of pestilence, pre- 
disposes the body for receiving the conta- 
gion, than four persons were seizec almost 
at the same moment, and sunk down close 
by him. This was a great triumph to 
Wesley. ‘From this time,’ he says, ‘1 
trust we shall all suffer God to carry on his 
own work, in the way that pleaseth him.’ 
Whitefield, however seems rather to have 
been perplexed by the occurrence than 
satisfied ; for he makes no mention of it in 
his journal, which assuredly he weuld 
have done, hed he been convinced with 
Wesley, that these fits were the immedi- 
ate work of God.”— Vol. I. pp. 138—139. 


Even Charles Wesley, who had 
the greatest respect for his brother, 
and followed him, in almost every 
thing, with a devoted attachment and 
contidence, but who was less inclined 
to enthusiasm than John, judged in 
this instance more correctly. 


‘ Charles was not so credulous in such 
cases as hisbrother. That the body would 
sometimes partake of the violent emotions 
of the soul, and sink under the passion 
which the preacher had raised, he could 
not doubt, because it often occurred under 
his own eyes to persons whose sincerity 
could not be impeached ; but he saw that 
this was not always involuntary ; he fre- 
quently attempted to check it with suc- 
cess, and he sometimes detected imposi- 
tion. A woman at Kingswood was dis- 
torting herselt, and crying out loudly while 
he preached ; she became quite calm 
when he assured her that he did not think 
the better of her for it. A girl at Bristol 
being questioned judiciously concerning 
her frequent fits and trances, confessed 
that what she did was for the purpose of 
making Mr. Wesley take notice of her. 

‘To-day,’ le says in bis journal, ¢ one 
came who was pleased to fall into a fit for 
my entertainment. te beat himself 
heartily : I thought ita pity to hinder him ; 
so instead of singing over him as had often 
been done, we left him to recover at his 
leisure. A girl, as she began her ery, I 
ordered to be carried out: her convul- 
sions were so violent as to take away the 
use of her limbs till they laid her without 
at the door, and left her; then she imme- 
diately found her legs, and walked off. 
Some very unstill sisters, who always took 
care to stand near me, and tried who could 
cry loudest, since | bave had them remov- 
ed out of my sight, have been as quiet as 
lambs. The first night I preached here, 
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half my words were lost throu¢t the noise 
of their outeries , last night, before I be- 
gan, tyave public notice, that wiiosoever 
cried so as to drown my voice, should, 
without any man’s horting or judging 
them, be gently earried to the furtherest 
corner of the room: but my porters had 
noemployment the whole night.’ ’—Vol. 
I. pp. 148—149. 


Those who live in the present age 
when such phenomena have long been 
common, and who have seen what is 
the evidence, in after life, of a change 
of heart, given by manv who have 
been the subjects of these bodily ex- 
ercises have better means of forming 
a cool, correct judgment of ther val- 
ue, than those had atmony wiroi they 
first occurred. We do not believe 
that such appearances ere always «be 
effect of fraud, nor of the special 
agency of the Almighty; but some- 
times the effect of the agitations of 
the mind upon the body, and to be 
explained upon the conimon princi- 
ples of piilosophy. We agree there- 
fore on the whole with the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Southey, in the fol- 
lowing passage. 


‘¢ A powerful doctrine preached with 
passionate sincerity, with fervid zeal, and 
with vehement eloquence, produced a 
powerful effect upon weak minds, ardent 
fesiings, and disordered fancies There 
are passions which are as infectious as the 
plague, and fear itself is not more so than 
fanaticism. When once these bodily af- 
fections were declared to be the work of 
grace, the process of regeneration, the 
throes of the new birth, a free license was 
proclaimed for every kind of extravagance. 
And when the preacher, instead of exhort- 
ing hs auditors to commune with their 
own hearis, and in their chambers, and be 
still, encouraged them to throw off all re- 
straint, and abandon themselves before 
the congregation to these mixed sensations 
of mind and body, the consequences were 
what might be anticipated.’ —Vol. Ll. p 
123. 


Even Wesley himself, as he had 
greater experience, was led to regard 
bodily exercises very differently from 
what ne had done at first. 


‘In later years Wesley neither expect- 
ed paroxysms of this kind, nor encouraged 
thera; nor are his followers in England 
forward to excite or boast of them. ‘They 
maintain, however, that these early cases 


were the operation of grace, and attempt 
to prove it by the reality of the symptoms 
and the permanence of the religious ‘am 
pressions which were produced. ¢ Pey. 
haps,’ says Wesley,’ ‘it might be because 
of the hardness of our hearts, unready to 
receive any thing, unless we see it wit! 
onveyes and hear it with our ears, that 
God in tender condescension to our weak. 
ness sulfered so tmany outward signs at the 
very time when be wrought the inward 
charge. to be contimually seen and heard 
auoongus. But although they saw. signs 
and wonders, for so I must term them, yet 
many would not believe.’”’—Vol, 1, p 
124. 


It is much to be regretted that 
Wesley did not form a correct opinion 
of the reali nature and importance of 
these bodily affections, or bad not the 
candour tally to express such an opin- 
ion if he did form it. Such anavow- 
al would have had a great aud saluta- 
ry effect on his followers, who, in this 
country, at least, still regard them 
precisely as he did when they first 
appeared ; and endeavour to make 
the same use of them to promote their 
cause, even after the most zealous 
Methodists in tngland, it is. said, 
have ceased either to expect, or en- 
courage, or desire them. Such an 
avowal however, would have been, in 
no small degree, mortifying, after all 
that he had published on the subject, 
and might perhaps have operated un- 
favourably on the progress of Method- 
ism, to which Wesley was so ardent- 
ly devoted, that he could cheertully 
sacrifice every thing to it,—unless it 
were § a good conscience’ ;—and even 
in regard to that, he could hardly 
view any thing as evil, which mani- 
festly promoted ‘the good cause’. 
Hence he has been accused of a de- 
gree of disingenuousness in arguing 1% 
favour of those “ outward symptoms,” 
after he is suspected to have doubted, 
at least, concerning them himself. 
Many years after the events recorded 
above, hesays he found a ¢ remarkable 
difference in the manner of the work.” 


«¢ None now were in trances, nonecried 
ont, none fell down, or were convulsed 
Only some trembled exceedingly ; 8 low 
mormur was hea:d, many were re- 
freshed with the nuiiitude of peace. The 
disease had spent itsell, and the reflections 
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which he makes upon this change, show 
that others had begun fo suspect its real 
nature, and that he himself was endeav- 
suring to Quiet his own suspicions. ¢ The 
Janger was, says he, “to regard extraor- 
dinary circumstances too much,—such as 
outcries, convulsions, visions, trances, as 
{these were essential to the inward work. 
co that it could not g0 on without them. 
Perbaps the danger is, to regard them too 
little ; to condemn them altogether. to 
imagine they had nothing of God in them, 
and were a hindrance to bis work ; 
whereas the truth is, 1. God suddenly and 
strongly convinced many that they were 
lost sinners, the natural consequences 
whereof were sudden outcries, and strong 
bodily convulsions. 2. To strengthen 
and encourage them that believed, and to 
make his work more apparent, he favour- 
ed several of them with divine dreams; 
others with trances and visions. 3. In 
some of these instances, after a time, na- 
ture mixed with grace. 4. Satan iikewise 
mimicked this work of God, in order to 
discredit the whole work: and yet it is 
not wise to give up this part, any more 
than to give up the whole. At first it was 
doubtless, wholly from God: it is partly 
so at this day ; and He will enable us to 
discern how far, in every case, the work is 
pure, and when it mixes or degenerates. 
Let us even suppose that, in some few ca- 
ses, there was a mixture of dissimulation ; 
that persons pretended to see or feel what 
they did not, and imitated the cries or 
convulsive motions of those who were re- 
ally overpowered by the Spirit of God ; 
yet even this should not make us either 
deny or undervalue the real work of the 
Spirit. The shadow is no disparagement 
of the substance, nor the counterfeit of the 
real diamond.’ ’’—Vol. II. pp. 150—151. 


When Wesley was from thirty-five 
years of age to forty, his doctrinal 
opinions which had before been un- 
steady and wavering, began to be fix- 
ed, and of course, to be supported by 
him with his constitutional pertinaci- 
ty. Some of the most important of 
hese opinions were scriptural, and 
were often expressed by him with 
great force and correctness. The 
principal of them were the doctrine of 
regeneration, or * the new birth,” as 
he was accustomed to term it, and the 
doctrine of justification by faith in 
Christ. On the latter especially, he 
is Sometimes unusually clear, in his 
Statements, which exclude wholly all 
merit of good works, and all merit 
even in that faith itself by which we 
are justified, while they ascribe all 


the glory of our pardon, and restora- 
tion to the favour of God, to his free 
grace, through the atonement of 
Christ. ‘hese two doctrines which 
were held in common by Wesley and 
Whitefield, ,with their companions, 
were considered as the foundation of 
Methodism. Wesley, however, was 
equally tenacious of other opinions, 
some of which were peculiar, and on 
that account were defended with a 
zeal disproportionate to their real 
importance; and were therefore pro- 
ductive of serious differences between 
him and many with whom he had 
hitherto been accustomed to associate 
Among these were the doctrines of 
‘ Christian perfection,’—of the assur- 
ance of faith, to which was added a 
violent opposition to all the peculiar 
doctrines of Calvinism, and more es- 
pecially to the doctrines of Election 
and the Perseverance of the saints. 
His zeal tor the former opinions caused 
a separation between him and hisadmi- 
red instructors and friends the Mora- 
vians ; while his opposition to Cal- 
vinistic sentiments, separated him 
from his dear friend and feliow la- 
bourer, George Whitefield. 

The sentiments and practices of 
the Moravians were not only opposed 
to the very spirit of Methodism, but 
some of them were equally opposed to 
what we believe to be the truth. They 
seem to have denied the use of what 
are called the means of grace, to the 
unconverted, while they denied, a@s it 
would seem from Wesley’s statement, 
the necessity of self denial, sacrifices, 
and laborious duties to those who are 
converted and have faith. Wesley 
accordingly, formally separated from 
the Moravians, and found, to his mor- 
tification, that of the society in 
London, not one in ten followed him. 
However he remodelled the bands of 
the small minority, and began again. 
This separation was not desired by 
the Moravians. Upon the first intel- 
ligence of it in Germany, Count Zin- 
zendorf sent over Spangenburg to act 
as mediator ; who, after inquiring in- 
to the affair, declared that the Mora- 
vians in London had been blameable 
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in their conduct towards Wesley, 
though he would by no means consent 
to the peculiar sentiments of the lat- 
ter. 


‘¢ Some of Wesley’s disciples, women as 
well as men, who were presert at this con- 
ference, bore testimony to the possibility 
of attaining that Christian perfection 
which was at this time Wesley’s favourite 
tenet, and which was so flattering to the 
pride of his followers. But Spangenberg 
answered this with great truth, as well as 
great emotion,and the old man’s hand ‘rem- 
bled as he spake: ‘ You a!l deceive your 
own souls! There is no higher state than 
that f have described. You are in a very 
dangerous error. You know not your 
own hearts. You fancy your corruptions 
are taken away,whereas they are only cov- 
ered. Inward corruption never can be ta- 
ken away, till our bodies are in the dust.’ 
The same opinion was afterwards expres- 
sed to Wesley, in familiar conversation, 
by Boehbier, but with characteristic vigour : 
‘Sin will and must always remain in the 
soul. The old man will remain till death. 
The old nature is like an old tooth: you 
mey break off one bit, and another, and 
another: but you can never get it all 
away. The stump will stay as long as 
you live, and sometimes will ache too.’ ” 
—Vol. 1. p. 170. 


The Moravians, at the command 
of Count Zinzendorf, asked forgive- 
ness of Wesley, but he rejected the 
proffered reconciliation. The Count 
then came to England himself, aud 
held a conversation with Wesley, on 
the subject of perfection, which only 
shewed that their differences were too 
great ever to be healed, and their 
opinions too firmly fixed ever to be 
altered by argument. It appears 
from Southey, that the personal char- 
acters of the leaders of the two Socie- 
ties, made a union impossible. Nei- 
ther Count Zinzendorf nor John Wes- 
ley could be second, or bear a rival in 
the circle of their disciples and fol- 
lowers. Both possessed, if not too 
much ambition, at least too much of 
a constitutional and habitual disposi- 
tion to direct others, to live peacea- 
bly as members of the same commu- 
nity. After this breach, the Mora- 
vians, according to their principles 
and uniform practice, remained silent 
concerning it, but Wesley departed 
from his usual candour and charity, in 
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his attacks upon the Moravians, ang 
their illustrious leader. 

Wesley’s separation from White. 
field, was more painful to him, ang 
was productive of more important 
consequences, yet it was occasioned 
solely by himself, and by his perse. 
vering attack upon the sentiments of 
his friend. In_ particular, Wesley 
had written asermon on“ free grace,” 
which, however, he was persuaded by 
Whitefield, before he left England 
the second time, for America, not to 
publish. After Whitefield’s depar- 
ture, however, he did publish it, and 
scattered copies of it, not only over 
England, but in the different parts o/ 
America, where his friend was at that 
time travelling and preaching with 
great success and applause. That 
our readers may see what cause 
Whitefield had to be grieved at this 
conduct, and at the same time may 
notice the manner in which the Meth- 
odist preachers, from the beginning, 
have endeavoured to support thei 
opposition to Calvinistic doctrines, 
we shall add a few extracts from this 
most celebrated of their printed dis- 
courses. 


“Call it by whatever name you piease, 
said he, attacking the Calvinistice doctrine, 
‘*E lection, Preterition, Predestination, or 
Reprobation, it comes to the same thing 
The sense is plainly this; by virtue of an 
eternal, unchangeable, irresistible decree 
of God, one part of mankind are infallibly 
saved, and the rest infallibly damned ; it 
being impossible that any of the former 
should be damned, or that any of the lat- 
ter should be saved.’’—Vol. II. p. 174. 


‘ Such blasphemy as this, as, one would 
think, might make the ears of a Christian 
to tingle! But there is yet more behind ; 
for, just as it honours the Son, so doth this 
doctrine honour the Father. It destroys 
all his attributes at once: it overturns 
both his justice, mercy and truth. Yes, it 
represents the Most Holy God as worse 
than the devil; as more false, more crue!, 
and more unjust. More false, because 
the devil, liar as he is, hath never said he 
willeth all mankind to be saved; more 
unjust, because the devil cannot, if he 
would, be guilty of such injustice as you 
ascribe to God, when you say, that God 
condemned millions of souls to everlas- 
ting fire, prepared for the devil and bis 
angels, for continuing in sin, which, [0 











:821.] Review of the Lives of Wesley and Whitefield. 535 


want of that grace he will not give them, 
they cannot avoid : and more cruel, be- 
cause that unhappy spirit ‘seeketh rest, 
and findeth none,’ so that his own restless 
misery is a kind of temptation to him to 
tempt others. But God ‘ resteth in his high 
and holy place ;’ so that to suppose him 
out of his mere motion, of his pure will 
and pleasure, happy as he is, to doom his 
creatures, Whether they will or not, to 
endless misery, is to impute such cruelty 
io him, as we cannot impute even to the 
reat enemy of God and man. It is to 
represent the Most High God (he that 
hath ears to hear, let bim hear!) as more 
eruel, false, and anjust, than the devil. 

«“ This is the blasphemy clearly contain- 
od in the horrible decree of Predestination. 
And here I fix my foot. On this I join ts- 
-ye with every asserter of it. You repre- 
sent God as worse than the devil; more 
false, more cruel, more unjust. But you 
say, you will prove it by scripture. Hold: 
What will you prove by scripture? that 
God is worse than the devil? It cannot 
be. Whatever that scripture proves, it 
never proves this: whatever be its true 
meaning, it cannot mean this. Do you 
ask what is its true meaning then? If I 
say, | know not, you have gained nothing; 
for there are many scriptures, the true 
sense Whereof neither you nor I shall 
know, till death is swallowed up in victo- 
ry But this I know, better it were to say 
it had no sense at all, than to say it had 
such a sense as this. It cannot mean, 
whatever it mean beside, that the God of 
trath isatiar. Let it mean what it will, 
it cannot mean that the Judge of all the 
world is unjust. No scripture can mean 
that God is not love, or that his mercy is 
not over all his works: that is, whatever 
it proves beside, no scripture can prove 
Predestination.—Vol. II. p. 175. 


Then follows an address to the 
Devil, and a long apostrophe, or so- 
liloquy of the Devil himself, which is 
so characteristical of the manner and 
spirit of the writer, that we are 
tempted to extract the passage. 


“This is the blasphemy for which I ab- 
hor the doctrine of Predestination ; a doc- 
rine, upon the supposition of which, if 
one could possibly suppose it for a mo- 
ment, call it election, reprobation, or 
What you please, (for all comes to the 
same thing,) one might say to our adversa- 
ry the devil, ‘Thou fool, why dost thou 
roar about any longer? Thy lying in wait 
for souls is as needless and useless as our 
preaching.—Hearest thou not, that God 
bath taken thy work out of thy hands, 
and that he doth it more effectually 2 

hou, with all thy principalities and pow- 
“TS; Canst only so assault that we may re- 


sist thee; but he can irresistibly destroy 
hoth body and soul in hell! Thou canst 
only entice; but his unchangeable decree 
to leave thousands of souls in death, com- 
pels them to continue in sin, till they drop 
into everlasting burnings. Thou tempt- 
est: he forceth us to be damned, for we 
cannot resist) his will. Theu fool! why 
goest thou ‘about any longer, seeking 
whom thou mayest devour? Hearest thou 
not that God isthe devouring lion, the 
destroyer of souls, the murderer of men? 
Moloch caused only children to pass 
through the fire, and that fire was soon 
quenched ; or, the corruptible body being 
consumed, its torments were at an end; 
but God, thou art told, by his eternal de- 
cree, fixed before they had done good or 
evil, causes not only children of a span 
long, but the parents also, to pass through 
the fire of hell; that fire which shall nev- 
er be quenched: and the body which is 
cast thereinto, being now incorruptible 
and immortal, will be ever consuming and 
never consumed; but the smeke of their 
torment, because it is God’s good pleasure 
ascendeth up forever. 

‘¢ Oh, how would the enemy of God and 
man rejoice to hear these things were so ! 
How would he cry aloud, and spare not! 
How would he lift up his voice, and say, 
To your tents, O Israel! flee from the 
face of this God, or ye shall utterly perish. 
But whither will ye flee! Into heaven ? 
He is there. Down to hell? He is there 
also. Ye cannot flee from an omnipres- 
ent, almighty tyrant. And whether ye 
flee or stay, I call heaven his throne, and 
earth his footstool, to witness against you. 
ye shall perish, ye shall die eternally! 
Sing, O hell, and rejoice, ye that are un: 
der the earth! for God, even the mighty 
God, hath spoken and devoted to death 
thousands of souls, from the rising of the 
sun, unto the going down thereof. Here, 
O death, 1s thy sting! They shall not, can- 
not escape, for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it. Here, O grave,is thy 
victory ! Nations yet unborn, or ever they 
have done good or evil, are doomed nev- 
er to see the light of life, but thou shalt 
gnaw upon them for ever and ever. Let 
all those morning stars sing together, who 
fell with Lucifer, son of the morning! 
Let all the sons of hell shout for joy ; for 
the decree is past, and who shall annul it 
Vol. If. pp. 175, 176. 


The whole discourse, is declared 
by Southey, to be “ one of the most 
able and eloquent of all his discours- 
es; a triumphant specimen of impas- 
sioned argument.”” ‘The ‘ memora- 
ble passage” from which we have ex- 
tracted, he considers “‘ the most re- 
markable and the most powerful in 
all his works”—* a tremendous 
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strain of eloquence.” That it is ** im- 
passioned” cannot be doubted. In- 
deed, the attacks of Methodism, up- 
on Calvinism, like those of its au- 
thor. are too often *“* impassioned.” 
They too often indicate passion in 
the speaker, and are addressed prin- 
cipally to the passious and prejudices 
of the hear-ys. A manner more mild 
more delitverate, more humble, indi- 
caiing greater candor, a sincere de- 
sire to know the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and a wreater willingness to receive 
it, would give much more hope of its 
being discovered and embraced. 

We ren:ark also, in the passages 
above quoted, as in the attacks of 
many others, upon the doctrines of 
the Calvinists, a total and continual 
misrepresentation of the sentiments 
of their antagonists. They never 
represent faithfully the sentiments 
which they undertake to oppose. 
They are never contented with the 
language which is used by those who 
hold these sentiments, when stating 
their opinions, but always make their 
own inferences from them and then 


attack those inferences although they 
know that they are not maintained, 
but on the contrary rejected by their 
opponents, with as much abhorence 


as by themselves. We are often as- 
tonished at this conduct, and in some 
cases, are at a luss how to account 
for it. Wesley, many years after 
the publication of the sermon, when 
the controversy was still carried on, 
after Whitefield’s death, with per- 
haps too much warmth and some in- 
discretion by Augustus Toplady, 
thus summed up the amount of a vol- 
ume published by the latter. ‘ The 
suin of all is this: one in twenty (sup- 
pose) of mankind are elected; nine- 
teen in twenty are reprobated. The 
elect shall be saved, do what they 
will; the reprobate shall be damned 
do what they can. Reader believe 
this or be damned. Witness my 


-hand A— T—.” 


‘Toplady of course denied the cor- 
rectness of this summary and accused 
Mr. Wesley of intending to palm the 
paragraph on the world as his. ‘In 


almost any other case” said he, « , 
similar forgery would transmit the 
criminal to Virginia, to Maryland, jf 
not to Tyburn. The Satanic guilt 
ofthe person who could excogitate 
aud publish to the world a_ position 
like that, baffles all power of des. 
cription, and is only to be exceeded 
(if exceedable) by the Satanic shame. 
lessness, which dares to lay the black 
position at the door of other men.” 
We are far fiom approving the lan- 
guage of the irritated Toplady, but 
the indignation which he felt, ought 
to have convinced Wesley of the deep 
injustice of his own misrepresenta- 
tions ; and would if he had possessed 
the least particle of candour, or chari- 
ty in this controversy, have preven- 
ted him from again repeating the in- 
jury. 

Another remark, on the foregoing 
extract, is, that Wesley does not 
fairly submit the question of the truth 
of the Doctrine of Election, to the 
decision of the word of God. He 
does not attempt to shew directly that 
the doctrine is not taught in those 
numerous passages of the Gospel 
which are believed to teach it. He 
does not pretend that the scriptures 
any where declare that zt is not true. 
He makes no dispassionate appeal to 
Revelation, but grounds his objec- 
tions on the supposed inconsistency of 
such a doctrine with the attributes of 
God and with other doctrines of the 
Gospel. Here we see that undue re- 
liance on his own logical skill to 
which we before adverted. He fan- 
cies himself capable of deciding what 
conduct in God would be consistent 
and what inconsistent with the divine 
attributes ; what doctrines he ought 
to reveal; and what he cannot re- 
veal. He says expressly, “ no scrip- 
ture can prove Predestination.”— 
Now, not to mention the manifest in- 
conclusiveness of his own reasonings, 
—for those very attributes of God to 
which he supposes Election 1s op- 
posed, are clearly known only bj 
that same revelation which also de- 
clares Election; the other doctrines 
of the Gospel, to which it is believe? 
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by him to be opposed, rest on the 
cme authority with this doctrine, as 
they all rest on the authenticity of the 
word of God; the principle itself on 
which his reasonings proceed is in 
‘ts nature at war with the principle of 
faith. We say it on the firmest con- 
yietion of Wesley’s own sincere be- 
lief in the scriptures, while his con- 
duct, in this instance, really har- 
monizes only with infidelity. It is 
the very principle, on which the 
Socinians proceed to deny every doc- 
wrine which is peculiar tu the Gospet. 
If we may take up the word of God, 
with the declaration that ‘** no scrip- 
ture can prove” this doctrine or that ; 
if we may settle previously on the 
strength of our own reasonings, what 
the Bible can prove and what it can- 
not, and may then open it only to 
confirm opinions derived from other 
sources, it ceases to be regarded as a 
Revelation from God, and we are 
already, though we may not be aware 
of it, discarding its authority, and in 
our reasonings arranging ourselves on 
ihe side of infidelity. 

Ji may well be supposed that 
Whitefield, saw this publication with 
no small degree of pain. He wrote 
‘0 Wesley in the following strain : 


“My honoured friend and brother, 
for once hearken to achild who is wil- 
ling to wash your feet. | beseech you, 
by the mercies of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, if you would have my love 
confirmed towards you, write no more 
to me about misrepresentations where- 
‘n we differ. Tothe best of my knowl- 
edge, at present no sin has dominion 
wer me, yet I feel the sirugglings of 
n-dwelling sin day by day. The doc- 
irine of election, and the final persever- 
ance of those who are in Christ, Iam ten 
‘thousand times more convinced of if pos- 
‘ible, that when I saw you last. You 
think otherwise. Why then should we 
‘ispute, when there is no probability of 
convincing ? Willit not, in the end, des- 
‘roy brotherly love, and insensibly take 
‘rom us that cordial union and sweetness 
of soul, which | pray God may always 
subsist between us? How glad would the 
enemies of the Lord be to see us divided ! 
How many would rejoice, sbould1 join 
aid make a party against you! And in 
one word, how would the cause of our 
“ornmon Master every way suffer, by our 
raising disputes about particular points of 
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doctrine ! Honoured Sir, let us offer sal- 
vation freely to all by the blood of Jesus : 
and whatever light God has communica- 
ted to us, let us freely communicate to 
others. I have lately read the life of Lu- 
ther, and think it inno wise to his honour, 
that the last part of his life was so much 
taken up in disputing with Zwinglius and 
others, who in all probability equally lov- 
ed the Lord Jesus, though they might dif- 
fer frou him in other points. Let this, 
dear sir, be a caution to us; I hope it will 
to me; for, by the blessing of God, pro- 
voke me to it as much as you please, I do 
not think ever to enter the lists of contro- 
versy with you on the points wherein we 
differ. OnlyI pray to God, that the more 
you judge me, the more I may love you, 
and learn to desire no one’s approbation, 
but that of my Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ.”,—Vol. I. pp. 174, 175. 


Perhaps the doctrine of election and 
of final perseverance hath been abused, 
(and what doctrine has not?) but not- 
withstanding, it is children’s bread and 
ought not in my opinion to be withheld 
from them, supposing it is always men- 
tioned with proper cautions against the 
abuse. Dearand honoured Sir, I write 
not this to enter into disputation. Ll hope 
at this time I feel something of the meek- 
ness and gentleness of Christ. 1 cannot 
bear the thoughts of opposing you: but 
how can I avoid it if you go about, as 
your brother Charles once said, to drive 
John Calvin out of Bristol? Alas I never 
read any thing that Calvin wrote: my 
doctrines I had from Christ and his Apos- 
(les; I was taught them of God: and as 
God was pleased to send me ont first, and 
to enlighten me first, sol think he still 
continues to do it.—I wish [knew your 
principles fully ; did you write oftener 
and more frankly, it might have a hetter 
effect than sitence and reserve.’’—Vol. I. 
p. 177. 


The conclusion of one of his letters 
to Wésley, even Southey admits to 
be remarkable for the honest confi- 
dence and the warmth of affection 
which it breathes. 


‘“ Dear, dear Sir, Oh be not offended ! 
For Christ's salce be not rash! Give your- 
self to reading. Study the covenant of 
grace. Down with your carnal reason- 
ing! Bea little child; and then instead 
of pawning your salvation, as you bave 
done in a late bymn book, if the doctrine 
of universal redemption be not true ; in- 
stead of talking of sinless perfection, as 
as you heve done in the preface to that 
hymn book, and making man’s salvation 
to depend on his own free will, as you 
have done in this sermon, you will com- 
pose a hymn in praise of sovereign distin- 
guishing love. You wil! cantion believers 
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against striving to work a perfection out 
ot their own hearts, and print another ser- 
mon the reverse of this, and entitle it 
Free Grace indeed ; free, because not free 
to all; but free, because God may with- 
hold or give it to whom, and when he 
pleases. Till you do this, I must doubt 
whether or not you know yourself. God 
knows my heart, nothing but a single re- 
gard to the honour of Christ has forced 
this letter from me. [love and honour 
you for his sake ; and when I come to 
judgment will thank sou before men and 
angels for what you have, under God, 
done for my soul. There l am persuaded 
I shall see dear Mr. Wesley convinced of 
election and everlasting love. And it 
often fills me with pleasure to think how 
I shall behold you casting your crown 
down at the feet of the Lamb, and as it 
were filled with a holy blushing for oppo- 
sing the divine sovereiguty in the manner 
you have done. But Lhope the Lord will 
show you this before you go hence. Oh 
how do I long for that day !”—Vol. I. p. 
180. 


While Whitefield was returning from 
America, Wesley excommunicated 
John Cennick and others who op- 
posed him on the points contested be- 
tween himself and Whitefield. Soon 
after Whitefield reached London, 
where he met Charles Wesley, and 
their meeting was affectionate. ‘ It 
would have melted any heart, says 
Whitefield, to have heard us weep- 
ing alter prayer, that if possible the 
breach might be prevented.” It was 
not possible. The diversity in their 
opinions and their firmness and zeal 
in maintaining them, men too great 
to admit of cordial co-operation 
in their measures. ‘They separated 
therefore, aud the Methodists who, 
heretofore had formed one bo- 
dy. adhered to one or the = oth 
er. according to their respective sen- 
timents. Wesley completely organ- 
ized and governed his followers ; a 
course which as Southey says ‘ was 
neither congenial to the talents or 
views of Whitefield.” The Calvin- 
istic clergy, some of whom were of 
high birth, were collected about Lady 
Huntingdon, who patronised them, 
brought together some of the nobility 
to hear them preach, built) them 
chapels, and supported a college or 
seminary in Wales, where Calvinis- 
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tic Methodism had been planted ang 
propagated by Whitefield and hjs 
faithful and benevolent coadjutor, 
Harris.* 

Wesley and Whitefield, howeve; 
differed Jastingly only in their opin. 


ions ; “ for enmity,” in the language 
of Mr. Southey, * could not be last. 
ing, between two men who knew eac}, 
others sincerity and good intentions 
so well.’’ 


bey interchanged letters, not very fre- 
quently ; and they preached occasionally 
in each other’s pulpits; but there was no 
cordial intercourse, po hearty co-opera 
tion. Whitefield saw, and disapproved in 
Wesley, that ambition of which the othe, 
was not conscious in himself, largely as i) 
entered into the elements of bis character: 
and Wesley, on the other hang, who felt 
his own superiority in intellect and know!- 
edge, regarded, probably, as a weakness, 
the homage which was paid by Whitefield 
to persons in high life. Vet they did jus- 
tice to each other's intentions and virtues : 
aud old feelings sometimes rose again, as 
from the dead, like the blossoming of spring 
flowers in autumn, which remind us tha‘ 
the season of hope and of joyance is gone 
by. Itis pleasant to observe, that this ten 
derness increased as they advanced to 
ward the decline of life.—Vol. If. p. 164 


Whitefield, however, at this time, to use 
Wesley’s language, breathed nothing but 
peace and love. ‘ Bigotry,” said he 
cannot stand betore him, but it hides its 
head wherever he comes. My brother and 
I conferred with bim every day; and, let 
the honourable men do what they please, 
we resolved, by the grace of God, to go on 
hand in hand, through honour and dishon 
our.’ Accordingly Wesley preached ii 
the Countess’s chapel, where he says, 
many were nota little surprised at seeing 
him, and where, it appears, that he did not 
expect to be often invited; for he adds, 


* To what extent Calvinistic sentiment: 
have spread in Wales, in consequence ot 
the labours of these men and their asso- 
ciates and followers, may be conjectured 
from the following statement. . 

“Ata quarterly association of the minis: 
ters of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodists, 
held at Caermarthen, on Wednesday and 
Thursday, November 11 and 12, 1808, it}: 
thought there were above fen thousand 
persons present, and from forty-five to fifty 
ministers. And at the annual meeting 0! 
the Independents, held at Swansea, 1 
South Wales, June 25 and 26, 1806, be- 
tween NINE and TEN THOUSAND auuitors 
attended, and upwards of fifty ministers. 
—Gilhies, p. 60. 














iSZl. | 


‘hat he was in no concern whether he 

»reached there again or not. Whitefield 

‘ad Howel Harris (a man whose genuine 

-harity Was no ways corrupted by his 

ninions) attended at the next Conterence. 
Vol. Il. pp. 164—165. 


This degree of union and inter- 
eourse continued until the death of 
Whitefield, when according to his pre- 
vious desire and at the request of his 
{-xecutors, Wesley preached his fuie- 
ral sermon at the Tabernacle in Lon- 
don, and in many other places, wish- 
ing he said, ** to shew all possible res- 
sect to the memory of so great and 
vood a man.” 

We should be pleased to follow 
ach of these distinguished persons, 
‘rom their separation, to the close of 
their active and useful lives ; but our 
‘imits will not permit. 

Whitefield, who, at the time of 
their separation was twenty-seven 
vears of age, continued his labouis 
about thirty years afterwards; during 
which time, he led a life of increas- 
ing activity, and unexampled labours, 
on both sides the Atlantic. He had 
already made two voyages to this 
country, and afterwards he made five 
more. While he was in Europe, he 
was continually engaged in preach- 
mg and travelling. Ile made the cir- 
cuitof England at least once every 
veat; visited Wales repeatedly, Lre- 
land twice, and Scotland fourteen 
In the last mentioned place, 
ne was oniversally received wiih fa- 
vour, except by a few of the Cove- 
nanters, and preached there with 
Hare astonishing suecess than in any 
ether country. 


a 


umMmes, 


‘No wonder that such a preacher should 
ve admired and followed in a country 
where the habits of the people were de- 
yOotlonal. On bis second visit to Scotland, 
ve Was met on the shore at Leith by mul- 
‘‘ludes, weeping and blessing him, and 
they followed his coach to Edinburgh, 
pressing to welcome him when he alight- 
ed, and to hold him in their arms. Seats, 
with awnings, were erected in the park, in 
the form of an amphitheatre, for his 
preaching. Several youths left their pa- 
rents and masters to follow bim as his ser- 
rants and children in the Gospel; but he 
"ad sense enough to show them their er- 
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ror, and send them back. The effect 
which he produced was maddening. At 
Cambuslang it exceeded any thing which 
he bad ever witnessed in his career. “1 
preached at two,” he says, ‘to a vast bo- 
dy of peopie, and at six in the evening, and 
again at nine. Such a commotion, surely 
never was heard of, especially at eleven at 
night. Forabout an hour and a half there 
was such weeping, so many falling inte 
deep distress, and expressing it various 
ways, as is inexpressible. The people 
seem to be slain by scores. They are car- 
ried off, and come into the house, like sol- 
diers wounded in, and carried off a field 
ot battle. ‘Their cries and agonies are ex- 
ceedingly affecting. Mr. M. preached, af- 
ter | had ended, till past one in the morn- 
ing, and tiien could scarce persuade them 
to depart. All night, in the fields, might 
be heard the voice of prayer and praise. 
Some young ladies were found by a gen- 
tlewoman praising God at break of day: 
she went and joined with them.” Soon 
aiterwards he returned there to assist at 
the sacrament. ‘Scarce ever,” he says, 
“was such a sight seen in Scotland. 
There were, undoubtedly, upwards of 
twenty thousand persons. Two tents 
were set up, and the holy sacrament, was 
administered in the fields. WhenI began 
to serve a table, the power of God was felt 
by numbers; but the people crowded so 
upon me, that 1 was obliged to desist, and 
go to preach at one of the tents, whilst the 
ministers served the rest of the tables 
God was with them, and with his people 
There was preaching all day by one or 
another; and in the evening, when the 
sacrament was over, at the request of the 
ministers, I preached to the whole congre- 
gation. I preached about an hour anda 
half. Surely it was atime much to be re- 
membered. On Monday morning I preach- 
ed againto nearas many; but such an uni- 
versal stir Lnever saw before. The emo 

tion fled as swift as lightning from one 
end of the auditory to another. You 
might have seen thousands bathed in tears - 
some at the same time wringing thei: 
hands, others almost swooning, and others 
crying out and mourning over a pierced 
Saviour.—Vol. IL. pp. 11O—111. 


In London, notwithstanding the 
attachment of multitudes to Wesley, 
Whitefield’s followers were, except 
for a short time, undiminished. 


His popularity, however, was greatly on 
the increase. So great, indeed, was his 
confidence in his powers over the rudest 
of mankind, that he ventured upon preach 
ing to the rabble in Moorfields during the 
Whitsun holydays, when, as he said, Sa- 
tan’s children kept their annual rendez- 
vens there This was a sort of pitched 
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battle with Satan, and Whitefield display- 
ed some generalship upon the occasion. 
He took the field betimes, witha large 
congregation of “praying people” to at- 
tend him, and began at six in the morning, 
before the enemy had mustered in 
strength. Not above ten thousand persons 
were assembled waiting for the sports; and 
having nothing else to do, they, fo: mere 
pastime, presently flocked round his field- 
pulpit. ‘Glad was I to find,” says he, 
“that 1 had, for onee, as it were, got the 
start of the devil.’ Encouraged by the 
success of his morning preaching, be ven- 
tured there again at noon, when, in his 
own words, ‘the fields, the whole fields, 
seemed, ina bad sense of the word, all 
white, ready, not for the Redeemer’s, but 
Beelzebub’s harvest. All his agents were 
in full motion; drummers, trumpeters, 
merry-andrews, masters of puppet-sbows, 
exhibiters of wild beasts, players, &c. &c. 
all busy in entertaining their respective 
auditories.”” He estimated the crowd to 
consist of from twenty to thirty thousand 
persons; and thinking that, like St. Paul, 
he should now, ina metaphorical sense, 
be called to fight with wild beasts, he took 
for his text, “* Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians.”’—** You may easily guess,’’ says he, 
“that there was some noise among the 
craftsmen, and that I was honoured with 
having a few stones, dirt, rotten eggs, and 
pieces of dead cats thrown at me, while 
engaged in calling them from their favour- 
ite but lying vanities. My sou! was, in- 
deed, among tions; but far the greatest 
part of my congregation, which was very 
large, seemed for a while to be turned in- 
to lambs.” Hethen gave nottce that he 
would preach again at six in the evening. 
‘<T came,” he says, ‘¢ I saw,—but what ?— 
thousands and thousands more than before 
if possible, still more deeply engaged in 
their unhappy diversions, but some thou- 
sands amongst them waiting as earneastly 
to hear the Gospel. This Satan could not 
brook. One of his choicest servants was 
exhibiting, trumpeting on a large stage ; 
but, as soon as the people saw me inimy 
black robes, and my pulpit, [ think all, to 
aman, left him and ran to me. Fora 
while [was enabled to lift up my voice 
like a trumpet, and many beard the joyful 
sound. God's people kept praying, and 
the enemy’s agents made a kind of roaring 
at some distance from our camp. At 
length they approached nearer, and tbe 
merry-andrew, (attended by others, who 
complained that they had taken many 
pounds less that day, on account of my 
preaching) got upou a man’s shoulders, 
and advancing near the pulpit, attempted 
to slash me witha long heavy whip several 
times, but always, with the violence of 
his motion, tumbled down” Soon after- 
wards, they got a recruiting sergeant, with 
his drums, fifes, and followers, to pass 
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through the congregation. But White. 
field, by his tactics, baffled this Manceuvre 
he ordered them to make way for th, 
king’s officers; the ranks opened, ang 
when the party had marched through, elo 
sed again. When the uproar became, a: 
it sometimes did, such as to overpower hic 
single voice, he called the voices of his peo 
ple to his aid, and began singing; andthus, 
what with singing, praying, and preaching. 
he continued, by his own account, three 
hours upen the ground, till the darkness 
made it time to break up. So great wa 
the impression which this wonderful man 
produced in this extraordinary scene, that 
more than a thousand notes were handed 
upto him, from persons who, as the phrase 
is, were brought under concern by his 
preaching that day, and three hundred ang 
fifty persons joined his congregation.— 
Vol. If. pp. 159-—160. 


In this country it would be particu. 
larly interesting to us, and we trust 
to our readers also to follow his 
course, and to dwell more upon those 
labours, the effects ot which upon the 
present state of our churches we be- 
lieve to be great and salutary. He 
madeno less than six journeys through 
New-England, and a still greater num- 
ber through the middle and southern 
States, preaching sometimes seven 
times in a day, and often four or five, 
and generally twice or thrice at dif- 
ferent places. He preached ofien in 
this city, (New-Haven,) and in all 
our towns on the coast, and though 
opposed by some, was generally wel- 
comed here, as well as in Boston and 
its neighbourhood, where he received 
many testimonies of the usefulness of 
his labours from ministers and peo- 
ple. Many are now living among 
us, who heard him with delight and 
profit, and well remember the ex- 
citement produced by his preaching, 
among ministers, who were awaken- 
ed to diligence and zeal, as well as 
among their congregations; and who 
even now renew the sorrow so univet- 
sally felt, when he terminated his 
glorious career. 

His death was sudden ; but his 
constitution which was naturally delt- 
cate, was literally worn out. He 
had been sensibly failing for severa! 
years ; had found it necessary to d!- 
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mninish the frequency of his preach- 
ing from year to year, and when he 
teft England for the last time, the 
year before his death, he settled his 
pecuniary affairs and took an affec- 
ionate and solemn leave of his friends, 
as never expecting to see them again. 
“¢ He seemed” says Wesley, “ to 
be an old man, being fairly worn out 
in his master’s service, though he has 
hardly seen fifty years 5; and yet it 
pleases God, that I who am now in 
my sixty-third year, find no disorder, 
no weakness, no decay, no difier- 
ence from what I was at five and 
iwenty ; only that I have fewer teeth, 
and more grey hairs.” His lite at last 
was terminated by a fit of the Asthma 
at Newburyport, Mass. on the 30th 
of September, 1770, in the fifty-sixth 
year of his age. When the fit seized 
iim first, one of his friends expressed 
a wish that he would not preach so 
often, and his reply was, “ I had 
rather wear out than rust out.” 


He died at Newburyport, in New-Eng- 
land, and according to his own desire, was 
buried before the pulpit, in the Presbyteri- 
an church of that town. Every mark of 
respect was shownto bis remains: all the 
bells in the town tolled, and the ships in 
the harbour fired mourning guns, and 
hung their flags balf-mast high. In Geor- 
via, all the black cloth in the stores was 
Hought up, and the church was hung with 
nlack: the goveruour and council met at 
the state-house in deep mourning, and 
went in procession to hear a funeral ser- 
mon. Funeral honours also were per- 
ormed throughout the tabernacles in Eng- 
and.--Vol. Uf. p. 165. 


Thus terminated the earthly ca- 
reer of George Whitefield, a man, 
who in his labours, sufferings, and 
perils, in his disinterested zeal for 
Christ, and simple faith in God, no 
less than in the lasting and holy ef- 
lects of his exertions as s nearly resem- 
bled the apostles, as anv man who is 
mentioned on a page of history. 
He had the imper fections and faults, 
‘separable in this world from our 
fallen nature, but they were not 
strongly marked, and he himself was 
sensible of them and deeply deplored 
em. He is saidto have been quick 
4nd irritable in his feelings and some- 


times rash in his measures, but he 
was remarkably meek under reproofs, 
prompt to confess his faults, and sin- 
cere in his repentance, and continu- 
ally progressive in reformation.— 
Drawing around him, as he did, by 
his unrivalled popularity, men of all 
ranks,—philosophers as well as the 
multitude, the noble and vulgar, and 
numbering among his hearers and ad- 
mirers, not only the orthodox and 
pious, but such men as Hume, Ches- 
terfield, Bolingbroke and Franklin, 
it was impossible that he should re- 
main unconscious of his remarkable 
powers. Yet we seein him none of 
the pride of talent; no tendency to 
the haughtiness and ‘overbearing spir- 
it too commonly associated with it : 
and if Wesley, whose treatment of 
the great, approached to rudeness, ac- 
cused Whitefield of an improper de- 
sire of their favour, we are sure that 
the latter did not believe himself to 
be indulging a mere natural affection, 

while he wished to enlist on the side 

of truth, men whose rank and pow- 
er, would give them extensive influ- 
ence over others. 

In some important points of char- 
acter and doctrine, there was a 
strong contrast between Wesley and 
Whitefield ; but in other points, equal- 
ly important, both of character, and 
doctrine, there was an equally strik- 
ing resemblance—we may almost say 
identity. In labours each was un- 
equalled, except by the other: in 
zeal, disinterestedness, and self-de- 
nial, each was indeed ¢ a burning and 
a shining light,’ but the constitution of 
Wesley naturally hardy, and also 
hardened by labours, which did not 
overcome it, enabled him to en- 
dure hunger, fatigue, and incessant 
application, without the least appear 
ance of injury, while Whitefield, 
though remarkably temperate in eat- 
ing and drinking could not endure the 
austerity of Wesley, which often re- 
sembled in degree, though not in 
motive, that ofan ascetic. The fol- 
lowing ‘affecting anecdote, so honour- 
able both to the founder ‘of Method- 
ism and to his followers, deserves te 
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he transferred from an obscure note 
in the close of the volume, to the bo- 
dy of the work. 


Some years since, [told a gentleman, 
Sir, lam afraid you are coavetous. He 
asked me, what is the reason of your 
tears? I answered, a year ago, when I 
made a collection for the expense of re- 
pairing the Foundry, you subscribed five 
guineas. At the subscription made this 
year, you subscribed only half a guinea. 
He made no reply ; but after a time asked, 
Pray, Sir, answer mea question :—why 
do you live upon potatoes, (I did so be- 
tween three and four years.) I replied, it 
has much conduced to my health. He 
answered, I believe it has. But did vou 
not do it likewise to save money? I said, 
1 did, for what 1 save from my own meat, 
will feed another that else would have 
none. But, Sir, said he, if this be your 
motive, you may save much more. I 
know a man that goes to the market at the 
Deginning of every weck. ‘There he buys 
a pennyworth of parsnips, which be boils 
inalarge quantity of water. The pars- 
nips serve him for food, and the water for 
drink the ensuing week, so his meat and 
drink together cost him only a penny a 
week.” This be constantly did, though he 
had then two hundred pounds a year, to 
pay the debts which he had contracted, 
hefore he knew God !—And this was he, 
whom I had set down fora covetous man.” 

~Vol. I. p. 267. 


The labours of Wesley, had so lit- 
tle effect, or rather so salutary an ef- 
tect upon his health, that in his sev- 
enty-second year he could describe 
himself in the following manner. 


‘ How is this, that I find just the same 
strength as I did thirty years ago, that my 
sight is considerably better now, and my 
nerves firmer than they were then; that I 
have none of the infirmities of old age, and 
have lost several that had in my youth ? 
The grand cause is the good pleasure of 
God, who doth whatsoever pleaseth him. 
Lbe chief means are, my constantly rising 
at four for about fifty years; my generally 
preaching at five in the morning—one of 
the most healthy exercises in the world ; 
my never travelling less, by sea or land, 
than four thousand five hundred miles in a 
year.” Repeating the same question after 
another year had elapsed, he added to this 
jist of natural means, ‘the ability, if ever I 
want, fo sleep immediately ; the never 
losing a night's sleep in my life ; two vio- 
lent fevers, andtwo deep consumptions ; 
these, if is true, were rough medicines; 
ont they were of admirable service. caus- 


ing my flesh to come again as the flesh of 
alittle child. May I add, lastly, evennes 
of temper; I feel and grieve ; but, by the 
grace of God, I fret at nothing. But stij). 
the help that is done upon earth, He doth ) 
himself ; and this he doth in answer to ma 
ny prayers.”—-Vol. Il. pp. 246—247, 


He could say the same at the close 
of his eighty-second year, and indeed 
until within a short time of his death; 
in his eighty-eighth year. In the long 
period of his ministry, (sixty-five 
years,) he was ia continual motion. 
preaching from place to place, and 
although he did not travel to so great 
distances as Whitefield, he perhaps 
journeyed as many miles in a year, 
and preached as frequently. He 
went once or twice into Ireland, and 
his coadjutors made many converts 
there, but in Wales he could make 
ho progress, on account of his igno- 
ravnce of the language, and in Scot- 
land none on account of the general 
diffusion of religion and knowledge, 
and the devotional character of the 
people; both of which circumstances, 
while they rendered his labours un- 
necessary, unfitted the people for that 
particular kind of influence which he 
exerted in England. It is computed 
from Wesley’s own account of his la- 
bours, that he preached about forty 
two thousand times, in fifty three 
years. Whitefield, is supposed to 
have preached eighteen thousand 
times in thirty four years; ¢ This 
would be something more than tev 
sermons a week.’ 

It may be mentioned as a coinci- 
dence of trifling importance, and yet 
perhaps, as illustrating the recom- 
mendation of the apostle Paul, con- 
cerning matrimony, to such as are 
placed in circumstances similar to 
those of the first preachers of the Gos- 
pel; that both Wesley and White- 
field were married, and that neither 
of them seem to have enjoyed mucli 
domestic happiness, nor contributed 
to that of their families. Their itine- 
rant life and their entire devoted- 
ness to it, precluded the possibility 0! 
domestic enjoyment. Wesley anc 
his wife even separated, partly per 
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naps from his own unyielding temper, 
and partly also from the unhappiness 
af her disposition. Neither Wesley 
yor Whitefield left children, although 
the latter had one chitd which died in 
infancy. 

In comparing the powers of these 
swo great men, or those effects which 
are the measure of power when ex- 
erted, a difficulty arises from their 
diversity. Wesley loved power— 
that is, he delighted in exerting an 
influence over others, and in direct- 
ing their conduct according to his 
own will. ‘* No founder of a sect or 
order,’ says Southey, “ no legislator, 
ever understood the art of preserving 
his authority, more perfectly than 
Wesley.” He shewed equal skill and 
ability in organizing the society of his 
followers, in impressing upon it his 
own character, and infusing into it his 
own spirit. Krom the beginning of 
his ministry until his death in extreme 
old age, he kept all the power of that 
community in his own hands. He 
admitted members into the Society 
and lie dismissed them—and fixed 
ihe terms of admittance and continu- 
ance; he appointed preachers, and 
directed absolutely where and how 
long they should labour, and if they 
displeased him, he deposed them by 
his own authority—he managed the 
funds of the Society, and appointed 
or dismissed its stewards. He called 
a “ conference” of his ‘ helpers’ to 
ask the advice, but never, as he let 
them know, to be directed by their 
opinions. They were not a legisla- 
tive body, they were his privy coun- 
cil. All the regulations of the Secie- 
ty were made according to his plan ; 
and his censures, it is said, reached 
the farthest limit of his Society with a 
power and effect, as if they had been 
personally administered by himself. 
When he could no longer remain to 
guide the operations of the Society, 
he placed it upon a firm legal founda- 
lon, and left it such powerful activi- 
('y, aS promised to convey to many 
<enerations conclusive evidence of the 
incommon powers of its founder. 


Wesley’s abilities to govern may 
be seen in the direct personal influ- 
ence which he exerted over all whom 
he collected around him ; but equal 
evidence of a powerful mind is found 
in the effects produced through the 
instrumentality of the community 
which he organized. These effects 
were sometimes such, as he endeav- 
oured, in vain, to regulate. He had 
organized a living body, so to speak, 
whose functions were too powerful to 
be always controlled even by its au- 
thor. As an example of positive in- 
fluence on his followers, which ex- 
tends undiminished, even to the pres- 
ent time, we mention his advice con- 
cerning dress. 


“Phen I exhort all those who desire me 
to watch over their souls, wear no gold, no 
pearls or precious stones; use no curling 
of hair or costly apparel, how grave soev- 
er. I advise those who are able to receive 
this saying, buy no velvet, no silks, no 
fine linen, no superfluities, no mere or- 
naments, though ever so much in fashion. 
Wear nothing though you have it already, 
which is of a glaring colour, or which is in 
any kind gay, glistering, or showy ; noth- 
ing made in the very height of the fashion; 
nothing apt to attract the eye of the by- 
standers. Ido not advise women to wear 
rings, ear-rings, necklaces, laces (of what- 
ever kind or colour,) or ruffles, which, by 
little and little, may shoot easily from one 
to twelve inches deep. Neither dol ad- 
vise men to wear coloured waistcoats, 
shining stockings, glittering or costly 
buckles or buttons, either on their coats 
or on their sleeves, any more than gay, 
fashionable or expensive perukes. It ts 
true, these are little, very little things, 
which.are not worth defending ; therefore 
give them up, let them drop: throw them 
away, without another word,’’-——Vol. II. p 
235. | 


A similar plainness and uniformity 


he recommended in their houses of 


public worship. 


The buildings themselves were of the 
plainest kind: it was difficult to raise 
money even for these; but Mr. Wesley 
had the happy art of representing that as 
a matter of principle, which was a matter 
of necessity; and, in the tastelessness of 
their chapels, the Methodists were only 
upon a Jevel with the dissenters of every 
des:ription. The octagon, which, of all 
architectural forms, is the ugliest, he pre- 
ferred to any other, and wished it to be 
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used wherever the ground would permit : 
but it has not been generally tollowed. 
The directions were, that the windows 
should be sashes, opening downwards ; 
that there should be no tub-pulpits, and 
no backs to the seats; and that the meu 
and women should sit apart. A few years 
before his death, the committee in London 
proposed to him that families should sit 
together, and that private pews might be 
erected; ‘*thus,’’? he exclaims, ‘‘ over- 
throwing, at one blow, the discipline 
which I have been establishing for fifty 
years!’ But, upon further considera- 
tion, they yielded to his opinion.—Vol. I. 
pp. 100, 101. 


If, in some few instances, they have 
deviated from his advice on this sub- 
ject, it is no more than was done by 
some wealthier persons in populous 
places, even in regard to dress. 


In spite, however of his exhortations, 
those of his own people, who could afford 
it, “the very people that sate under the 
pulpit, or by the side of it,’’ were as fash- 
ionably adorned as others of their own 
rank. ‘ This,’’ said Wesley, ‘‘is a mel- 
ancholy truth: Lam ashamed of it, but I 
know not how to help it. [ call heaven 
and earth to witness this day, that it is not 
my fault. The trumpet has not given an 
uncertain sound, for near fifty years last 
past.—Vol. IT. p. 226. 


When however, his precepts oppo- 
sed, in any degree, the spirit of the 
Society, or the tendency of its regula- 
tions, he found it not so easy to pro- 


duce obedience. He endeavoured, 
for instance, to prevent the * scream- 
ing,” as he called it, of his preachers, 
but found it impracticable. He did 
not seem fully aware, that this is real- 
ly a part of the system, and the al- 
most inevitable effect of its full and 
vigorous operation. An extract from 
one of his letters, to a preacher who 
was guilty of this fault, is too charac- 
teristic to be omitted. 


‘¢ Scream no more, at the peril of your 
soul. God now warns you by me, whom 
he has set over you.—Speak as earnestly 
as you can, but do not scream. Speak 
with all your heart, but witha mcderate 
voice. Jt was said of our Lord, ‘ He shall 
not ery :? the word properly means, ‘ He 
shall not scream.’ Herein bea follower of 
me,as | am of Christ. 1 often speak loud, 
often vehemently ; but lIneverscream. [| 
never strain myself: I dare not. I know 
it would be a sin against God and my own 
son).’?’—Vol. IL p. 96. 
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Another defect among the eay|: 
Methodists, which Wesley sorely la- 
mented, was an inattention to family 
religion. In the opinion of My 
Southey, this also was the genuine ef. 
fect of the spirit and regulations 9 
Methodism. 


It is not sufficient for such a society that 
its members should possess a calm, settled 
principle of religion to be their rule of lifg 
and their support in trial: religion must 
be made a thing of sensation and_ passion, 
craving perpetually for sympathy and 
stimulants, instead of bringing with ji 
peace and contentment. The quiet reg. 
ularity of domestic devotion must be ex. 
changed for public performances; the 
members are to be professors of religion ; 
they must have a part to act, which wil! 
at once gratify the sense of self-import- 
ance, and afford employment for the un. 
easy and restless spirit with which they 
are possesed. Wesley complained that 
family religion was the grand desideratum 
among the Methodists; but, in reality, 
his institutions were such as to leave litt: 
time for it, and to take away the inclina. 
tion, by making it appear flat and unprot- 
itable after the excitement of class-meet: 
ings, band-meetings, love-feasts, and mid 
night assemblies.—Vol. II. p. 100. 


On one subject, he saw and fei: 
that the inevitable effects of his sys- 
tem were much to be deplored. Both 
ndustry and frugality were indis. 
pensable parts of Methodism. * In- 
nocent was a word, which Wesle; 
would never suffer to be applied « 
any kind of pastime.” But the cer- 
tain result of constant industry anc 
frugality, would be wealth, and th: 
effect of wealth he much dreaded. 


I fear wherever riches haye increaseu, 
the essence of religion has decreased 1 
the same proportion. Therefore | do no! 
see how it is possible, in the nature ©! 
things, for any revivalof true religion t 
continue long. For religion must necessa- 
rily produce both industry and frugality, 
and those cannot but produce riches. Bu' 
as riches increase, so will pride, anger: 
and love of the world in all its branches 
How then is it possible that Methodism, 
that is, a religion of the heart, though i! 
flourishes now as a green bay tree, shoul 
continue in this state? For the Methodist» 
in every place grow diligent and frugal: 
consequently they mcrease in goo 
Hence they proportionably increase 1" 
pride, in anger, in the desire of the flesh. 
the desire of the eyes, aud the pride of lr. 
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So, although the form of religion remains, 
the spirit 1s swiftly vanishing away. Is 
there no way to prevent this—this contin- 
yal decay of pure religion ¢ We ought not 
to prevent people from being diligent and 
frugal; we must exhort all Christians to 
vain all they can, and to save all they can; 
chat is, in effect, to grow rich. What way 
then, can we take, that our money may 
not sink us to the nethermost hell 7—'There 
is ope way, and there is no other under 
heaven. If those who gain all they can, 
and save all they can, will likewise give all 
they can, then the more they gain the 
more they will grow in grace, and the 
more treasure they will lay up in heaven.”’ 
Vol. If. pp. 235, 236. 


To enforce the practice recommen- 
ded in the last clause of the prece- 
ding extract, he exhorted and expos- 
tulated and warned, while he always 
exhibited an example in his own con- 
duct, according with his advice to 
others. Yet he had to lament the 
inefficacy of his influence, when thus 
opposed to the influence of his own 
institutions ; and he repeated from 
the pulpit a remark which had been 
made upon the Methodists, by one 
whom he calls a holy man, that ‘‘ nev- 
er was there a people in the Christian 
church, who had so much of the pow- 
er of God among them, with so little 
self-denial.”” Fletcher, the most 
faultless, and in intellect the most able 
of all the earlier Methodists, was of 
opinionthat the peculiarities of Meth- 
odism tended to Antinomianism. 
Whether the following remarks of 
Southey explain the fact, we leave our 
readers to judge; wishing them to 
inderstand that we never commend 
Mr. Southey’s opinions on the subject 
of experimental religion, except so 
‘ar as they are evidently founded on 
‘acts. 

Against this error, to which the profes- 
‘ors of sanctity so easily incline, Wesley 
varnestly endeavoured to guard his fol- 
owers. Butif on this point he was, du- 
“ng the latter, and indeed, the greater 
part of his life, blameless, it cannot be de- 
med that his system tended to produce 
‘hore of the appearance than of the reality 
of religion. Jt dealt too much in sensa- 
“lous, and in outward manifestations of 
‘heopathy ; it made religion too mucha 
thing of display, an affair of sympathy and 


“onfederation ; it led persons too much 
from their homes and their closets: it im- 


Vol. 3.—No. X. 69 


posed too many forms; it required too many 
protess.ons; it exacted too many expo- 
sures. And the necessary consequence 
was, that many, when their enthusiasm 
abated, became mere formalists, and kept 
up a Pharisaical appearance of holiness, 
when the whole feeling had evaporated.— 
Vol. I. p. 288. 

But we wiil trespass on the pa- 
tience of our readers no further. We 
merely add, to prevent misconcep- 
tion, that Wesley’s ambition is not 
wholly to be set down, as deducting 
from his piety. It was not ambition, 
in the common sense of the word. It 
did not include the desire of rank, and 
splendor, of honour and applause. 
It was the simple desire of directing 
the conduct of others. It included 
donbtless a rational love of power, but 
this power was wholly directed to 
advauce the progress of Methodism, 
and the progress of Methodism was, 
in his view, the progress of genuine 
Christianity. We can easily believe, 
therefore,that he considered his actual 
exercise of power, to be, in other 
words, active devoteduess to the 
cause of his Saviour. 

One of the most remarkable char- 
acteristics of Wesley, was his aston- 
ishing credulity. It was not confined 
to subjects of a religious nature. It 
was constitutional, and mingling as it 
did, with all his judgments, both con- 
cerning the course of Providence, and 
the actual operations of the Spirit, 
tended to modify, in no small degree, 
his religious sentiments. We had in- 
tended to give examples illustrating 
this remark, especially as the fact of 
his credulity, while it certainly shews 
some degree of weakness of intellect, 
clears his character from many im- 
putations of disingenuousness and 
fraud. But we must turn from this 
disttnyuished and singular character, 


to dwell one moment on the powers of 


his more interesting fellow-labourer.* 


* That our readers may form an idea 


of the increasing and extensive effects of 


Wesley’s labours, we make the following 
statement, partly from Southey, and part- 
ly from the Methodist Magazine. See No. 
for Sept. 1821. 

At the time of Whitefield’s death, there 
were no Wesleyan Methodists in this coun- 
try, and few comparatively in England 
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346 Review of the Lives of Wesley and Whitefield. 


Whitefield has left no such monu- 
ment of his skill and his efficiency, as 
is seen in the existence and character 
of Wesleyan Methodism. But it does 
not follow, that the actual present ef- 
fects of his labours are not as great, 
and would not be as imposing, if they 
stood forth with equal promineace and 
distinctness. But they mingled as he 
wished them to do, with the labour of 
others, and cannot now be separately 
distinguished. We believe, howev- 
er, that the influence of Whitefield’s 
labours, is now felt, in a most saluta- 
ry manner, in almost every church in 
this State, and generally throughout 
New-England ; and we are sure had 
he lived to the age of Wesley, with 
his powers as little impaired, and his 
labours as little diminished, that not 
one of our readers would doubt, 
whether the effects of his preaching in 
this country were greater than those 
of Wesley’s.—Who can duly esti- 
mate the changes which would 
have taken place in the religious 
state of our country, if White- 
field had continued to travel and 
preach among us, with his popularity 
and influence on the increase, as they 
constantly were during his life, until 
the year 1802, for he would then 
have been of the age of Wesley, when 
he died. Those can best calculate 
the effect, if any such are still alive, 
who saw and compared the state of 
our churches in 1740 and in 1770; 
but none except the searcher of hearts 
can tell in what manner and to what 
extent, the late revivals in this state, 
are connected with the prayers of 
those whose faith was strengthened, 
or perhaps their minds first awakened 
by the powerful appeals of that distin- 
guished servant of God, and who have 


When Wesley died, the preachers in the 
British dominions, were 313; in the United 
States, 198, and the number of members 
about 79,000 in the former, and about 
58,000 in the latter. Members in Eng- 
land at present, 215,000. Members in the 
U. States, 281,000. 

Of these about 25,000 are in New-Eng- 
land, and 40,000 negroes in the Southern 
States. Above 20,000 were added in 
America during the last year. 
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been waiting to see the salvation g; 
the Lord before they could depart jy, 
peace. 

We cannot dismiss these volumes. 
especially that of Mr. Southey, with, 
out adding a word concerning the 
merits of the author. Volumes so 
well fitted as these are to acquire ex. 
teusive popularity, and what is more. 
to have an extensive influence, ar 
peculiarly the legitimate subjects o: 
criticism. 

We then, with others, admire i, 
the first place, the extensive research 
which supplied the author with the 
abundant materials of his work, and 
which give to it the appearance of en. 
tire originality. We should hardly 
suspect, were it not for the list of me. 
moirs and lives given in the preface, 
that our author had access to any 
thing but the original documents. 
Nothing seems to be taken at second 
hand. Nor has he been content with 
the examination of every thing whicl: 
directly relates to the principal person 
of his history. He has sought the il- 
lustration of his character, and the 
just estimate of his labours, in the 
lives and writings of contemporary ac- 
tors and authors, and inthe nature of 
those existing institutions, with which 
his own could be supposed to have any 
connection. From this mass of facts he 
has made a selection so _ judicious 
and varied, and has exhibited them 
with such minuteness of circumstance, 
that the history has more the in 
terest of a novel, than of the biogra- 
phy of a sober and religious charac- 
ter. We meet indeed, with vers 
little of poetic diction, in the work,— 
which is no small praise, in the pro 
duction of a poet, but we see ever) 
where, what may be called the poeti 
power of graphic description, made 
in common and even familiar !an- 
guage, which is far more interesting 
in a work, like this, than splendid or 
nament. 

We remark, in the second place, 
a good degree of candour in relat- 
ing facts. We make the last 
clause emphatic, because in giving 
his opinion of the conduct and espe 
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eially of the sentiments of others, 
‘here appears no attempt to be can- 
did, and no thorough acquaintance 
with the subjects on which he 
dogmatically decides. * Enthusi- 
asm,” “ Fanaticism,” “ Madness,” 
« Delirium’ and “ disease of the 
mind,” are the terms indiscriminately 
applied to all that is called experimen- 
‘al religion ; while the extravagance of 
his language when speaking of the 
doctrines of Calvinism, exceeds the 
limits even of poetic license. Asa 
historian simply, Mr. Southey cer- 
tainly appears to great advantage in 
these volumes,* but not as a Theo- 
logian. His candour and _faithful- 
nessin relating facts, seem the more 
striking, when viewed in connection 
with his hostility to the doctrines of 
those who were interested in them. 
[fe rarely mentions the opinions of 
Calvinists, or the practices of Meth- 
odists, without adding a word of dis- 


* In the numbers of the Methodist 
Magazine for July, August, and Septem- 
ber, there is a review, from the Rev. T. 
Merritt, containing many strictures on 
Mr. Southey’s work, and on the review of 
ii,in the Christian Disciple. It is not sur- 
prising that the Wesleyan Methodists 
hhould dislike parts of Mr. Southey’s life 
ot Wesley. We are not certain however, 
whether they directly convict him of mis- 
representation, in his history. He says, 
that Wesley was not so addicted to sorti- 
lege as Southey represents him ; that he 
consulted the lot only when the argu- 
iuents on both sides, seemed nearly equal. 
tle shews that the intimacy and friendship 
{ Wesley and Whitefield, after their sepa- 
ration was greater, than we might suppose 
trom Mr. Southey’s representations, and 
on the subject of * paroxysms of mind’’ 
ue says **we do not know one among his 
(Wesley's) followers, that ever considered 
‘hem essential toa change of heart; but 
many believe with Wesley, that much good 
vas been done, notwithstanding them.”’ 

As these numbers had not been seen by 
is, When the review was written, we 
‘hink it but just to make this statement. 
Qur readers here however will see that, 
except in the single fact respecting sorti- 
ege, Mr. Merritt contradicts nothing we 
dave said, We were careful to make an 
‘bstract, asmuch as possible of the writ- 
‘ngs of Wesley and Whitefield themselves, 
‘2 aS not to give arepresentation coloured 
»y the feelings of the author. 
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approbation, yet when he comes to 
narrate their history, his hostility 
mostly vanishes. What is very re- 
markable, his opposition to Calvin- 
ism seems to arise, not from a con- 
viction of its falsehood, so much as 
from an apprehension of its unhappy 
influence on the character and conduct 
of those who embrace it. Yet in 
enumerating the causes which pre- 
vented the introduction of Method- 
ism into Scotland, he says, “ The 
real cause of its failure was, that it 
was not wanted—that there was no 
place for it. The discipline of the 
Kirk was not relaxed—the clergy pos- 
sessed great influence over their pa- 
rishioners ; the children were piously 
brought up, the population had not 
outgrown the church establishment, 
and the Scotch above all other people, 
deserved the praise of being a frugal, 
industrious and religious nation.” 
And he afterwards speaks of ‘ the de- 
votional habits of the people.” In 
other words, the reformation, which 
the church of England had left, ac- 
cording to his own account, so la- 
mentably incomplete, in that country, 
that Methodism itself was desirable, 
and even indispensable to carry it 
forward, had been completed in Scot- 
land ; and therefore there was no need 
of Methodism, and no room for it. 
So the Puritans in England, and their 
descendants in this country are ob- 
jects of his strong disapprobation, on 
account not only of their sentiments, 
but also of their unyielding resistance 
to the persecuting spirit of the estab- 
lished church, to which nominally, 
at least, he seems attached ; yet he 
describes New-England, about the 
time when Whitefield made his ap- 
pearance here as follows : “ Eccle- 
siastical discipline in those provinces, 
seems nearly to have reached its de- 
sirable mean. ‘The elders retained a 


wholesome influence—the means of 


religious instruction were carefully 
provided, andthe people were well 
trained up in regular and pious habits. 
Too little attention had been paid to 
this point in other states ;—indeed it 
may be said that the mother country, 
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in this respect, had grossly neglected whose actual influence is so wel 
one of its first and most important du- known P 

ties towards its colonies.” We do most sincerely regret that 

It is truly surprising, that men of an author of Mr. Southey’s powers, 

Mr. Southey’s information should not should have written on such a subject, 

cease to speak of the dangerous ten- and have said so little, we believe we 
dency of the doctrines of grace, when = may add—nothing, to recommend the 
they even record facts which shew doctrines or duties peculiar to Chris. 
a powerful and salutary efficiency in tianity. While he makes us under. 
them, not to be found in any other stand that he believes in the Gospei 
tenets ever held by man. Nocoun- generally, he is specific only in what 
try, we are confident in saying it, he disbelieves and disapproves, in the 
where these doctrines have not pre- opinions and practices of believers. 
vailed, ever was blessed with sucha It is to be lamented that he is so 
general diffusion of religious knowl- indiscriminate in his censures, we 
edge, such attention to the education might almost say, in his ridicule of 
of children, such strict and universal the errers of good men—that he has 
morality, and attendance on the out- drawn no line between the exercises 
ward forms of worship, as have been of true conviction, repentance, and 
seen in Scotland and New-England, piety, and the wanderings of enthv- 
and in Holland before the spread of siasm—that there is nothing in this 
Arminianism in that country. No work, of his own composition, that 
individuals of Christian or of heathen has atendency to do good, but much 
name, have manifested more of dis- which will confirm § scoffers in their 
interested benevolence, of sublime contempt of experimental piety, and 
piety, of meekness, temperance and much that will be popular with men 
unbending integrity than those who of a merely worldly character, be- 
have borne the name of Calvinists. cause it gratifies their dislike of prac- 
And shall we still be told of the ‘ peril- tical godliness, and affords them 
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ous’ nature and, tendency of doctrines, weapons with which to attack its pro- 
fessors. . 
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A Stereotype Edition of Dr. Dwight’s ter soon upon the duties of his office. The 
System of Theology, is ina course of pub- Rev. Jonas Kine, Professor of Oriental 
lication at Glasgow, Scotland. Literature is on a voyage to Europe for the 
completion of his education. Forty-sev- 
At the late Commencement at Prince- en students have been admitted info this 
ton College the degree of B. A. wascon- institution ; seven hundred volumes have 
ferred on forty young gentlemen. The been procured for the Library, and it is 
Lonorary degree of LL. D. was conferred expected that a Philosophical Apparatus 
on the Hon. Jaren Incersoxt of Phila- will be obtained during the winter. 


del phia. Andover Theological Seminary.—The 


Amherst Collegiate Institution. —On the Arnual Examination of the Students 19 
iSth ult. the building lately erected for the this institution took place on the 26th ol 
use of the Collegiate Charity Institution, September. The following is the Scheme 
at Amherst, Mass. was dedicated; aser- of Exercises.” 
mon, was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Lz- | Department of Sacred Literature—Junwt 
tanp, of Charleston, S. C. The Rev. Class. ; 
ZEPHANIAH Swirr Moore, D. D. Presi- Hebrew, S. Adams, J. Ely, C. Isham, G- 
dent, and JoserH Eastraproox, A. M. P.King, W. Page, G. Sheldon, E. Thayer; 
Professor of Languages,were inducted into J. West, S. A. Worcester.—Greek, H. M. 
their respective aftices. The Rev. Gama- Blodgett, W. L. Buffett, B. F. Clarke, H. 
uiEL S. Orns, Professor of Mathematics Jones, J. Kimball, W. W. Niles, W. Shed 
and Natural Philosopby is expeeted toen- M. Southard, J. P. Taylor. 
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Dissertations. 

1. How far should Philosophy be ad- 
mitted to direct the interpretation of 
Scripture? J. L. Burnap.—2. Exegesis 
of Gen. x. 9. M. Chace.—3. How great a 
part of the Old Testament is written in 
poetry 3 and how shall we account for it, 
that such a method of writing was pre- 
ferred by the Prophets? J. C. Goss.—4. 
Exegesis of Matt. 11. 23. E. Gridley.—s. 
Exegesis of Matt. ii. 11. L. Bacon.—6. 
The difficulties of interpreting the Sacred 
Scriptures. I. Oaks.—7. How are these 
difficulties to be removed? U. Powers.— 
T'en students absent by special leave. 


Christian Theology-—Middle Class. 

i. Proper rules for studying the Bible 
in order to discover the doctrines which it 
reveals, J. Abel.—2. What views are we 
to form of man’s natural affections? E. 
Brainerd.—3. On the consistency be- 
tween those texts which ascribe anger 
and revenge to God, and his infinite be- 
nevolence. J. Reid.—4. Does the doctrine 
of the atonement imply that God is merce- 
nary or implacable? W. Richards.—5. \|s 
the doctrine of atonement in any measure 
inconsistent with the freedom of divine 
erace In Forgiveness? J. C. Brigham.— 
6. Isthe atonement any privilege to the 
non-elect. O. Catlin.—7. Does reason fur- 
nish any conclusive proof of the Scripture 
doctrine of the divine purposes: B.C. 
Baldwin.—8: Consideration of objections 
commonly brought against the doctrine of 
the divine purposes. FF. S. Gaylord.—9. Is 
ihe sinner unable to believe in Christ in 
any sense which excuses him for unbelief ? 
C. Hurd.—10. On the application of the 
principles of inductive philosophy to the 
doctrine of human depravity. J. L. Hale. 
—11. On the application of inductive phi- 
losophy to the Scripture doctrine of man’s 
renovation by the power of God. J. Meri- 
am.—12. Moral influence of the doctrine 
of the atonement on christian character. 
J. Rennie.—13. Is the duty of prayer con- 
sistent with the divine immutability? S. 
White-—14. Errors ofthe Papists. S. J. 
Bradstreet.—15. The efforts of the present 
day for the conversion of the world, view- 
ed in relation to the moral discipline of 
the Christian Church. R. Anderson~16. 
On the connexion between exertions for 
the salvation of the heathen, and for the 
=piritual welfare of our own country. C. 
Cutler.—17. On the evils of indulging a 
Wisputatious spirit. H. C. Wright.—18. 
Uangers attending revivals of religion. C. 
Downes.—19. On the use of means in the 
conversion of sinners. H. T. Kelley.—20. 
Can the benevolence of God be inferred 
‘rom hisnatural attributes ? D. G. Sprague. 
——2t. Of what use to a minister of the gos- 
pelis the philosophy of the mind? J, 
Marsh.—22, The proper use of reason in 
Telation to the doctrines of Scripture. J. 
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Fowler.—22. On submission. FF. Danforth 
—24. The best argument for the imspira- 
tion of the Old Testament. J. R. Barbour. 
—25. On the import of the Apostolic bene- 
dictions. J. Clancy.—26. What is that 
moral state of the mind, which leads men 
to embrace the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation? M. Clarke.—27. Character of Ed- 
wards’s treatise on the affections. J. Bar- 
ton.—28. Is the doctrine of a future state 
of retribution taught in the Old Testa- 
ment? WW. A. Hallock.—29. What direc- 
tion is to be given to the sinner who in- 
quires what he shall do to be saved? 4. 
D. Eddy.—30. 13 the influence of the Holy 
Spirit in regeneration supernatural? P. 
S. Eaton. 


Sacred Rhetoric.—Senior Class. 

1. Importance of doctrinal Sermons. S. 
R. Arms.—2. Earnestness in a preacher. 
J. Bennet.—3. Faults in the choice ot 
texts. JV. B. Cook.—4. Ethical sermons. 
A. Caldwell.—5. Connection between in- 
tellectual philosophy and Christian elo- 
quence. W. Graham.—-6. Historical sub- 
jects for sermons. S. Griswold.—7. The 
standard of the pulpit orator. J. Howe.— 
8. The preaching of Baxter. S. Moseley.— 
9. The influence of arrangement on the 
strength of style. D. Kimball —10. The 
difference between dialectical and rheto- 
rical reasoning. LL. Whitney.—11. The 
influence of sacred criticism on the char- 
acter of preachers. .4. Mead.—-12. Ad- 
vantages tothe preacher of a cultivated 
imagination. WV. Mitchell.—13. Specialh- 
ty in style. &. Newhaill.—14. Utility of 
theoretic principles in oratory. E. Poor. 
—15. Strength of style as depending on 
number of words. J. Prentiss —16. The 
influence of sympathy between the preach - 
er and his hearers. J. Silliman.—17. 
Abuse of figures in style. C. D. M. Pig- 
eon.—18. Influence of native temperament 
on eloquence. JD. C. Procter.—19. Bold- 
ness of Paul. C. Walker.—20. Sensible 
imagery a medium of enforcing moral 
truth. G. k£. Pierce—21. Influence ot 
the spirit of preachers on the numéer ot 
preachers. C. Eddy.—22. Comparison of 
sacred and secular eloquence. TJ. C, Up- 
ham.—23. Answering objections in ser- 
mons. H. Smith.—24. The eloquence of 
Curran. M. Smith.—25. Hortatory preach- 
ing. S. Spring.—26. The influence of e- 
motion on delivery. NV. Smith.—27. The 
reciprocal influence of a minister’s studies 
and active duties. 7. 1. Shipman.—28. 
Sublimity of conception. F'. Norwood.— 
29. Sermons of Robert Hall. .4. Woods. 
-~-30. Valedictory address. B. Dickin- 
son. 


By the returns presented to the British 
Parliament on the state of Education m 
England, including endowed schools and 
those supported by voluntary subscription, 
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it appears that no Jets than nine hundred 
and seventy six thousand, three hundred 
and twenty-one children, of both sexes, 
receive education by means of public 
funds, and eleemosynary assistance. 


Reading Societies.—It has been estima- 
fed in one of the periodical journals, that 
there exist at present not less than eight 
thousand, five hundred Reading Societies 
of various degrees, and for various pur- 
poses, in the United Kingdom (of Great- 
Britain) ; and that above one thousand 
new ones have been formed within the 
last three years.—About two hundred and 
sixty of them have permanent and circu- 
lating libraries ; about six hundred circu- 
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late the books from member to member. 
and every two or three years sell them i 
augment their capital ; others, to the 
number of seven hundred and fifty, are 
Magazine Societies, for the Magazines 
Reviews, and periodical Journals. The 
two hundred and sixty permanent libra- 
ries accommodate about eight thousand 
families with books and periodical works ; 
the six hundred book societies about four- 
teen thousand families, and the Magazine 
societies about nine thousand families ; 
hence above thirty thousand families be- 
come by these means more or less literary, 
at an individual expense varying from half 
a guinea to two guineas each. 
| Chris. Observer, June, 1821. 
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THEOLOGY. 


A Review of Dr. Emmons’ Theory 
of God’s Agency on Mankind; ad- 
dressed to the Congregational Clergy 
of New-England. Also a Refutation 
of the Views entertained by the Advo- 
cates of that Theory respecting the 
Necessity of the Moral Evil existing in 
the Universe to the display of the Di- 
vine Glory. 12mo. New-York. 

A Plea for the Theological Semina- 
ry at Princeton, (N.J.) By Philip 
Lindsly. Third edition. Tienton. 

Two Discourses, containing the his- 
tory of the Old North and New Brick 
Churches united as the Second Church 
in Boston: delivered May 20, 1821. 
By Henry Ware, Minister of the Sec- 
ond Church. 

The Guilt and Danger of Religious 
Error, a Sermon; by Joseph Lyman, 
D.D. Northampton. 

A Reply to Dr. Ware’s Letters to 
Trinitarians and Calvinists. By Leon- 
ard Woods, D. D. Professor of Chris- 
tian Theology, Andover. 8vo. 

The beauty and stability of the Gos- 
pel Institutions , a Sermon, delivered 
at Augusta, Georgia; by the Rev. 
William T. Brantly. 

A Treatise on the Mode and Sub- 
jects of Christian Baptism, in two 
parts; designed as a Reply to the 
statements and reasonings of Rev. 
Adoniram Judson, Jr. A. M. as exhib- 
ited in his * Sermon, preached in the 
Lal Bazar Chapel, Calcutta, in 1812,” 
and recently republished in this coun- 


try, by E. Ponp, A. M. Pastor of the 


Congregational Church in Ward, Mass. 
Second Edition, revised and improy- 
ed. 

A Manual for the use of scholars of 
Sunday Schools; compiled by the Su- 
perintendent of the Salem Street Sun- 
day School, Boston. [This little work 
is recommended by several highly re- 
spectable ministers, as one calculated 
to be useful in those Sabbath Schools, 
where it is adopted. ] 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Travels in New-England and New- 
York : by Timothy Dwight, S. T. D. 
LL. D. in Four Volumes. 8vo. Voi. I. 
New- Haven. 

Biographical Sketches of Eminent 
Lawyers, Statesmen, and Men of Let- 
ters. By Samuel L. Knapp. Vol. I. 
&8vo. Boston. 

Collections of the New-York His- 
torical Society. Vol. IIL. for the year 
1821. 8vo. New-York. 

Memoir upon the Negociations be- 
tween Spain and the United States, 
which led to the Treaty of 1819, with 
a statistical notice of that country. 
8vo. Washington. 

A Discourse on the state and pros- 
pect of American Literature, delivered 
at Schenectady before the New-York 
Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa Society. 
By Samuel L. Mitchill, M.D. LL.D. 
&ce. 

Travels through Upper and Lower 
Canada, with an accurate description 
of Niagara Falls. 2 vols. 8vo. New- 
York. 












Aeport concerning the State of Religion in 
the North Consociation of Hartford 


County. 


The Committee of the North Consocia- 
‘ion of Hartford County, appointed at its 
jast annual session, to take minutes from 
the reports of the pastors and delegates, 
concerning the state of religion, at the 

resent time, and during the year past, 
within its limits, and to prepare a narra- 
tive for publication, respectfully present 
the following. 

Atthe session of the Consociation a year 
ago, it was noticed, with grief and con- 
gern, that several years had passed over us 
without any general revival of religion. 
Though the stated ordinances of the Sabbath 
had been well attended, and in some of 
our churches a spirit of prayer was at that 
time, especially manifest, instances of 
hopeful conversion, had been compara- 
tively few. But through the tender mer- 
cies of our God, we can now again, set 
our seal to the record, ‘He will regard 
the prayer of the destitute, and not despise 
their prayer.’’ He has revived his work 
among us in amore signal manner than 
our oldest members had ever before wit- 
nessed, Nineteen of the twenty churches 
in our connexion have shared in the gra- 
cious visitation ; and in almost all these, 
there has been that peculiar state of things 
which is familiarly denominated ‘a re- 
vival.’? More than a thousand souls, have 
been added to the church, and three or 
four hundred besides, have been hopetully 
converted. 

In giving a narrative of so extensive a 
revival in the concise form prescribed to 
us, We must omit the mention of many in- 
cidents which might be interesting to our 
readers; but we hope that a comparison 
of the leading facts which have occurred 
in such a number of congregations at the 
same time, may afford instruction and 
conviction with some important advant- 
ages, 

That special prayerfulness for the out- 
pouring of the Spirit, to which we have 
alluded, was, in none of our churches, 
more manifest, than in those of the city of 
Martford. The North Church particular- 
ly had, for several months, been evidently 
qluckened ; and instances of conversion in 
the congregation connected with it, had 
not been unfrequent. This state of things 
with some alternation of advancement and 
declension, upon the whole advanced, 
till the month of January; when a power- 
'ul work of the Holy Spirit, commenced 
‘every part of the city. Until the latter 
part of March, its progress was rapid. 
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The attention of several hundreds was 
suddenly and powerfully arrested by the 
calls of the Gospel; and instances of ap- 
parent submission, and spiritual consola- 
tion, were frequent and numerous. How 
many in all the congregations have pro- 
fessed the hope of the Gospel we are una- 
ble to state. A hundred and thirty have 
been added to the North Church, and fifty 
to the South. The revival here is believed 
to have been greater than any which have 
preceded it inthis place. We are confi- 
dent in saying that it has been more pow- 
erfully and happily felt by the churches ; 
and they still manifest a spirit of harmony, 
prayerfulness, diligence and zeal, which 
is perhaps in no degree diminished, and 
which certainly calls for our thankfulness 
to the Author of all grace and consolation. 

Early in February, the work began 
with surprising power in the parish of 
West-Hartford. Nothing uncommon in 
the state either of the church or the con- 
gregation, had been previously noticed ; 
but within ten or fifteen days after the 
commencement of the revival, as many as 
a hundred and fifty persons were accus- 
tomed to assemble with the enquiry, what 
must we do tobe saved. The attention 
of the whole people was roused. Meet- 
ings for religious worship were attended 
daily; and God in very truth, by his 
Spirit, power, and grace, seemed to come 
down, and to be in the midst of listening 
hearers. Many were pricked in the 
heart. New instances of conviction oc- 
curred daily,and after three or four weeks, 
numbers received illuminations and com- 
fort. After about three months the revi- 
val began to decline; yet for more than 
twenty weeks, in succession, the people 
were assembled, every day in the week, 
either collectively, or in some section of 
the parish, to hear the preached Gospel. 
As the fruit of the revival in this place, 
about sixty have been added to the 
church ; forty others have been brought 
to the enjoyment of hope, and several are 
still under conviction. 

In Windsor there were encouraging 
appearances of an approaching revivai 
more than a yearago. An uncommon so- 
lemnity was visible in religious assem- 
blies ; a number were deeply impressed 
with the word of truth; and instance: 
were frequently occurring of illumina 
tion and hope. This state of things pro- 
gressed till the middle of the winter, when 
it was disturbed by a division of religious 
sentiment and feeling, in|such a manner, 
that the hopes of the pious have not been 
fully realized. Thirty five have been 
added to the church. Others are expect- 
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ed soon to join it; and a special solemnity 
and impression among the congregation, 
continue. 

In the parish of Wintonbury a special 
attention to religion began about the same 
time as at Windsor; which gradually 1p- 
ereased till February, when the Spirit 
was poured out with peculiar demonstra- 
tions of power. Three days, in three suc- 
cessive weeks, were devoted by appoint- 
ment of the church, with an evident bles- 
sing from on High, to humiliation and 
prayer. Eighty persons belonging to the 
congregation have obtained the hope of 
salvation, of whom forty-six have made a 
public profession of the Gospel. 

In the first Society of Farmington, the 
triumph of divine grace has been signal. 
For twenty years, no general revival of 
religion had taken place, among that peo- 
ple. The vacancies which death and 
other changes had made in the church had 
been scarcely supplied ; the greater part 
of its members had never witnessed a re- 
vival; and the body of the people, in the 
eagerness of their worldly pursuits, had 
been but too well contented with a decent 
course of religious formality. <A few, 
however, had been long ‘‘ waiting for 
the consolation of Israel.’? These for 
a number of months, amidst prevalent 
stupidity, had been pouring out their sup- 
plications, with renewed frequency and 
inportunity, ‘*for the promise of the Fa- 
ther :’’ and about the beginning of Feb- 
ruary they noticed a state of feeling 
among the people, which they regarded, 
though with much solicitude, (so often had 
their hopes been disappointed) as_ the 
first fruits of the blessing. 
things, the Rev. Mr. Nettleton by invita- 
tion of the Pastor, made them his first vis- 
it; and in the happiest union with him, 
continued his labours among the people, 
excepting a few intervals of absence, for 
about two months, ‘‘and the hand of the 
Lord was with him.’’ 
the work from this time, a judgment may 
be formed by a comparison of the follow- 
ing facts. Under a discourse delivered on 
the evening of the 20th of Feb. a number 
of persons, not less, it is believed, than 
sixty, were brought under convictions 


which have led to an established hope of 


salvation. On the evening of Feb. 25th 
a hundred and seventy persons were pres- 
ent ata meeting appointed for the anxious, 
of whom twelve had recently as they sup- 
posed, become reconciled to God. On 
the evening of the 12th of March, at a 
similar meeting, a hundred and eighty 
were present, of whom sixty had begun to 
hope since the commencement of the re- 
vival. From that evening till March 
19th was a week ‘* much to be observed.”’ 
The streets had the aspect of a Sabbath ; 
“me, in almost every house were pierced 
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with conviction of sin; in a considerabi, 
part of the church were “searchings oj 
heart,’’ scarcely less painful than wero 
those of persons to whom, for the fips 
time “the commandment came’’; ang 
during the progress of these memorable 
days, as it has since been ascertained. 
about fifty persons supposed that they sub. 
mitted themselves unto God, who haye con. 
tinued hitherto “‘to walk in newness of Jife ’ 
From that time, the progress of the work 
has been gradually becoming less rapid, tij) 
conversions are now apparently unfre. 
quent. A hundred and ninety-three, oy 
three successive sacramental occasions 
have been added to the church. Amouz 
these are eighty-six heads of families. 
almost all the choir cf singers; scarcely 
an exception among those who had been 
employed as teachers in the Sabbath 
School, and had not previously made a 
Christian profession; and about an equal 
proportion of persons of different classes in 
society. 

In the North parish of Farmington the 
revival has not been less powerful than in 
the first Society. It began in both, early 
in March. In the original Society of 
Northington about forty persons are sup- 
posed to have passed from death unto life ; 
and in the other Society, about seventy. 
These Societies contain each not more 
than fifty families; and in the last, scarce 
ly an individual can be found who has not 
been especially impressed with the truth. 
But little progrees of the work, in these 
places, has lately been observed. 

In Bristol the revival commenced in 
January, and was at its height, about the 
middle of February. At three successive 
meetings in one week the numbers who 
attended were five, six, and seven hun- 
dred. During three or four months, con- 
versions were frequent, and to the presen! 
time, the gracious work, in a degree, 
continues. A hundred and eight, as fruits 
of it, have been added to the church. 
Bristol has often been favoured with the 
showers of heavenly influence. The in- 
gatherings to the church have been large 
and frequent. But few heads of familie 
belonging to the congregation in our col: 
nexion, can be found there, who are no’ 
professors of religion ; and the present re 
vival has brought into the church, an uo 
usual proportion of persons in very early 
youth. It is not wonderful, if, in suci: 
places, the enemies of the Gospel are mor 
than commonly active. The revival 
this place has brought to light a system oi 
operation which had been previously 
formed, and insidiously prosecuted, te 
disseminate among the young, some of t/ie 
most fatal delusions in our country, De 
ism, Socinianism, and Universalism. 

In Simsbury a special attention to '° 
ligion began a year ago. It ia still a tim 
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of more than cammon solemnity and im- 
yression there. Kifty or sixty are reckon- 
ed as hopeful converts. 

In Barkhamsted, the revival was still 
earlier in its commencement, and about 
the same nvumber have been hopefully 
converted. 

Iu East and West Hartland, a special 
work of saving mercy began in the spring ; 
and though the subjects are not numerous, 
the strength of these churches aud socic- 
ties, is considerably increased. 

In a part of the parish of Salmon Brook 
n Granby, we are iniormed, there has 
been a season of refreshing from the Lord ; 
but as we have had no report from the 
Church, we subjoin no particular notices. 

And here, as we pass along from one 

arish to another, in grateful acknowl- 
edgement of the showers of divine mercy 
which have been descending upon us, we 
stop a moment to express our sympathy 
with the bereaved church in the parish of 
Turkey-hills. Since the dismission of their 
‘ate pastor, such has been their enfeebled 
state, that they have had no stated preach- 
ing, and, in consequence, no monthly 
concerts, no reviving influence, no addi- 
‘ions to the Church. Beside this afflic- 
tion, there has, the present year, been no 
‘tated preaching al the prison; where a 

onsiderable part of the parish, when they 
had no preaching at their own house of 
worship, had been accustomed to resort. 
Not only for their own sake, but also for 
the sake of the unhappy men confined 
there, it is deeply to be lamented, that the 
sentence of the law which so justly de- 
prives them of the common priviliges of 
Society, should also shut them out from 
the means which God has appointed for 
‘heir repentance. 

In Enfield, the church has seen the do- 

mgs of God our King in the sanctuary, 
The revival there, has been greater than 
it any other season, since the year 1743. 
{{ commenced about the time of a public 
‘astin February, and appeared in its great- 
est power in April. About a hundred of 
the congregation have hopefully been re- 
newed unto holiness, and seventy-three 
nave been added to the church. 
_ In East Windsor, North Society, there 
nas been an increasing attention to religion 
since the month of February, and since 
the middle of August it has very manifestly 
increased. About twenty among this peo- 
ple have been apparently turned to God. 

In East Windsor, a silent but special 
work of grace began a year and a half ago. 
The attention of the people generally has 
at no time been powerfully arrested; but 
the success of the Gospel has been great- 
er than at any preceding period in that 
place for many years. About forty have 
been added to the Church. 

In the first parish of East Hartford, a re- 

‘ival began with the opening of the month 
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of March. The first permanent impres- 
sions upon the minds of the impenitent, 
which became manifest, were made at 
a meeting which had been appointed by the 
church for humiliation and prayer. The 
work progressed rapidly until the middle 
of April and from that time as rapidly de- 
clined. Sixty-two of the congregation, as 
fruits of it, have been received into the 
Church. 

In the parish of Oxford, a similar work 
began a few weeks later than in the first 
parish, and has continued longer. Instan- 
ces of hopeful conversion have occurred, 
at no distant intervals, till the present 
time. The whole number is about eighty, 
of whom forty-six have made a Christian 
profession. 

In the revival of religion which it is our 
privilege to record, it is not dificult for an 
impartial observer to perceive the same 
general features with those which charac-~ 
terized the first outpouring of the Spirit, 
as described by the pen of mspiration. 

Over a whole district of country, it has 
been almost simultaneous. During the 
months of February, March, and April, by 
far the greater part of those who have 
been subjects of it, were converted to God. 

In its progress it has been rapid. This 
remark is true in its application not only to 
congregations, but to individuals also. 
Those who have been subjects of the work, 
have in general been under deep convic- 
tion but a few days, and in some instances 
but a few hours, previous to their recon- 
ciliation. ‘They have been anxious fora 
much longer time ; but that peculiar state 
of feeling, which is so forcibly described 
by the scriptural phrase, ‘*pricked in the 
heart,’’ has, we believe, in the majority of 
cases, been of short continuance. 

In its effects it has been powerful. It is 
impossible to give a due impression of this 
remark to those who have not been wit- 
nesses of the scene, or of other scenes simi- 
lar in their character. With a multitude 
of examples before our eyes as illustrations, 
we can only say, that the most inveterate 
habits of sin have been broken up, the loft- 
iest imaginations have been humbled, and 
the most obstinate prejudices have been 
dissolved; while self-righteous moralists, 
who had been sleeping scores of years over 
their heartless forms of religion and virtue, 
have been brought to place all their hopes, 
on that scheme of mercy which provides 
for the salvation of the chief of sinners; 
and in several places a change has been 
wrought in the general feelings, inter- 
course, and aspect of society, at which un- 
believers themselves have been forced to 
express their astonishment. 

In this work there has also been a dis- 
play of sovereignty, indicative of a divine 
agency. This was displayed in the cir- 
cumstances which immediately preceded 
the revival. In some places there ha? 
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tor months been a special prayerfulness, 
and renewed faithfulness on the part of the 
church; in others the quickening of chris- 
tians, and the awakening of sinners were 
simultaneous ; and in others, the anxious 
enquiries of awakened sinners found the 
body of professing christians asleep. ‘The 
sovereignty of God has also been remarka- 
bly displayed in the progress of the work 
itself. In most of our congregations, the 
greater part of the subjects have, as is 
usual, been taken from the young; but 
in several of them an uncommon pro- 
portion have been heads of families, in 
middle and declining life, and even in old 
age. In most of them there has also been 
an unusual number of persons of talent 
and influence. Insome, the greater part 
of the subjects have been taken from fami- 
lies of piety ; and in others, a great part 
have been taken from the families of the 
trreligious. And in allour congregations, 
numbers, whose previous sentiments and 
habits had made them the most probable 
subjects of this work to human view, have 
passed through the scene with no deep im- 
pression ; while others the most prejudi- 
ced and embittered against the Gospel, 
have been softened and subdued. 

The work has also been commenced and 
advanced 7m the use of divinely appointed 
means. Among these we scarcely need to 
mention first and chiefly the preaching of 
the Gospel. The entire depravity of the 
heart; the unabated obligation of the di- 
vine law; the atonement and offices of 
Christ ; the freeness of his salvation; the 
inexcusable guilt and fearful danger of 
sinners ; and the nature necessity and sove- 
reiguty of divine influence, were explain- 
ed and enforced with frequency, simplicity, 
and affection. The deceitful windings, 
and false refuges of a depraved heart un- 
der the convincing power of God's word 
and Spirit were traced out; the undimin- 
ished sinfulness and guilt of the anxious 
enquirer quite up to the moment of repent- 
unce, Were exposed ; and the duty, reason- 
ableness, and necessity of immediate sub- 
mission were pressed, with effects most 
manifestly, and decisively happy. To 
preachng of this character, the people as- 
siduously attended. At a season of the 
year, and in circumstances of travelling, 
which, in a different state of feeling would 
have prevented the collection of full assem- 
blies even on the Sabbath, crowded audi- 
ences were easily formed almost daily; 
nor did the inclemency of storms or the 
darkness of night, prevent them. From 
the place of solemn meeting, they retired, 
with few remarks, concerning the preach- 
ing, and but little social intercourse on 
any subject, under a personal application 
of the word preached, to their Bibles, and 
their closets at home. In the height of the 
revival there was a general and marked 
preterence of the Bible to all other books. 
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and a general desire for much retiremey; 
and reflection. The salvation of the coy) 
was made the great object of attention. 
and the sacrifices which were to be made. 
and the difficulties which were to }, 
encountered tor the sake of it, appear. 
ed, insignificant, in the comparison. 

As soon as this state of feeling commen- 
ced in our congregations, meetings were 
appointed for the anxious. In these they 
were personally enquired of, and directed 
by the constituted guides of their souls - 
and were led collectively on their bended 
knees, in supplication to the God of all 
grace; while the members of the church 
were at the same time assembled, with one 
accord, in prayer for them. ‘These meet. 
ings, together with family visitation, ip 
whicha similar mode of instruction was 
adopted, were emimently crowned with 
the divine blessing. Among the means by 
which the revival has been commenced 
in several of our parishes, we mention with 
confidence the intercourse which individ. 
uals belonging to them have had with oth. 
er parishes where the work had been pre- 
viously begun; together with statement: 
in public assemblies concerning the work, 
and exhortations to the churches, calling 
upon them ‘to prepare the way of the 
Lord.’’? A more remote but most saluta- 
ry influence has alsoresulted from Sab 
bath Schools. ‘To this interesting institu 
tion, so far as means are concerned, it 
must be ascribed, that an uncommon 
number in childhood and early youth, 
have been subjects of the work, and have 
discovered a degree of intelligence on 
evangelical subjects, which many persons 
of a maturer age have not been found to 
possess, 

Although in the greater part of our con- 
gregations the revival appears not to ad- 
vance, fruits of a happy character remain 
inall. Among these we might describe the 
recovery of professing christians from de- 
clension toa consistency of character; the 
restoration of harmony between neighbors. 
and relatives whose mutual alienations nc 
arguments or persuasions had been able to 
remove ; the reformation of profligate: 
from obstinate and ruinous vices; a great 
increase of attention to the word of God, tc 
the ordinances of the Gospel, to prayer 1m 
the neighbourhoods, in families, and be- 
yond a doubt, in retirement, and to rell- 
gious exercises generally, and a corres 
ponding increase of kind offices, especially 
of plans, labors and contributions for the 
spread of the Gospel. It is the Lord: 
work and blessed be his name. It 1s @ 
work, the happy influence of which, will 
be felt by our congregations for genera 
tions yet to come; and through them by 
numbers of our fellow-probationers 1n some 
of the remotest quarters of the globe. It 
will be felt by a multitude of immortal an¢ 
clorified beings, in all the progress of ett 














nal ages; and every benevolent heart in 
view of it, must respond to the ascription, 
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Isarel, 
yho only doeth wondrous things. And 
ylessed be his glorious name forever; and 
‘ot the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

NATHAN PERKINS, 

THOMAS ROBBINS, Committee. 

NOAH PORTER, 





Varrative of the Slate of Religion with- 
in the bounds of the Synod of North- 
Carolina. 


In a free conversation on the subject 
of moral and benevolent societies, and 
on the state of religion generally, the 
Synod of North-Carolina are happy to 
receive from the different churches 
such interesting and heart-cheering in- 
telligence. Although there is much to 
lament within our bounds—in some 

laces vice and immorality, in many 
eburches coldness and lukewarmness, 
and in a few congregations an inatten- 
tion to pious and benevolent institu- 
tions, yet, upon the whole, we regard 
the state of religion during the past 
year as more than encouraging : and 
may safely say that there never was a 
period when there was such a general 
attention to the concerns of piety, and 
when such signal success has accompa- 
nied pious exertions. 

It is with pleasure that we learn, that 
Jmost universal attention is paid to the 
‘eligious instruction of the rising gene- 
ration. Sabbath schools seem every 
where to prevail. Bible classes have 
veen generally established, and are well 
attended. Instruction in the cate- 
«hisms of our church is not neglected. 
The Synod view with encouraging de- 
light the establishment and progress of 
such institutions ; they believe them to 
be among the most effectual means of 
securing the salvation of the young, 
and promoting the general cause of re- 
‘gion. Many who are now “ rejoicing 
in hope,” and who are pillars in the 
chureh of Christ, can look back and 
date their first serious impressions from 
such religious instruction. 

The monthly concert for prayer has 
been generally established, and is well 
attended. It is pleasing to discover so 
seneral a disposition to encourage this 
meeting ; to see, throughout our 
churches, so great an anxiety to unite 
with the thousands of Israel on the 
same evening, in praying for the pros- 
erity of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
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May the united supplications of God’s 
children, bring down upon his Zion the 
blessings which they desire. ~ 

In some congregations, Bible, Tract, 
Missionary, Moral and Peace Societies 
have been instituted, and attended 
with success. In three or four con- 
gregations, societies auxiliary to the 
American Colonization Society, have 
been established. 

We are happy to learn, from the re- 
port of our congregations, that the peo- 
ple of colour have not been neglected 
An attention to their religious interests 
is evidently increasing throughout our 
bounds. Many additions, among this 
class of people, have been made to our 
churches during the past year; ma- 
ny Sabbath schools have been es- 
tablished for their religious instruction, 
and many private exertionsare making 
in families for their salvation. 

Some of our congregations have felt 
for the situation of the Western In- 
dians, and have done something for 
their civilization and spiritual improve- 
ment, by assisting the children at Brain- 
erd and Elliot. Such commendable 
conduct we cannot too highly applaud, 
and would recommend to our congre- 
gations to follow such benevolent ex- 
amples. Surely, as far as we have op- 
portunity, we should assist our breth- 
ren at these missionary stations, and 
use our utmost exertions for the sava- 
ges of the desert. 

Thus, while other parts of christen- 
dom, in this age of christian philan- 
thropy, are engaged in promoting the 
cause of the Saviour, by means of pi- 
ous and benevolent institutions, the 
churches within our bounds have uot 
been deficient ; they too have engaged 
in the glorious work, and have estab- 
lished societies which God has honour- 
ed and made extensively useful. 

But while we are thankful for the 
establishment and success of such in- 
stitutions, we would peculiarly bless 
God for the outpouring of the Spirit 
with which he has visited many of our 
churches. Since our last meeting, he 
has been gracious to many of our con- 
gregations ; reviving the drooping spi- 
rit of his children, and displaying his 
power and grace in the salvation of 
sinners. Inthe town of Hillsborough, 
considerable seriousness has prevailed ; 
many have been added to ;the church, 
and between twenty and thirty are still 
under deep convictions. 

In the congregations of Eno and 
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Little River, still greater solemnity is 
visible ; fourteen have lately joined 
the church, and the number of souls in 
both congregations that are still inquir- 
ing, is about one hundred. In the 
congregation of Cross Roads, the same 
glorious work has commenced, and is 
extending. Besides the great oumber 
that have lately united themselves 
with the church, many are still seeking 
the Lord sorrowing. About sixty per- 
sons have become the subjects of this 
revival. The congregations of Third 
Creek, Back Creek, and Unity, have 
been specially visited with the influen- 
ces of divine grace; fifty have lately 
publicly professed religion; tweuty 
more are hopefully pious, and about 
thirty are still anxiously seeking. In 
these congregations, the far greater 
part of those who were called were in 
the early period of life, and among 
these many promising young men. 
How cheering to see youth rising up to 
become useful members of the church, 
when the heads of their fathers are 
laid in the dust. There is one cireum- 
stance connected with this revival, 
which is worthy of attention: It is 
remarkable that most of those who, 
at the commencement, opposed and 
ridiculed the work, were themselves 
deeply humbled under a sense of their 
sins, and brought low at the footstool 
of mercy. Great attention to religion 
and universal seriousness have prevail- 
ed in the congregations of Bethany and 
Concord ; many persons, particularly 
among the young, have beeome tbe 
subjects of divine grace. Forty per- 
sons have lately been admitted into the 
church, and a considerable number are 
still serious. In the congregations of 
Buffaloe and Allemance, there is unu- 
sual solemnity ; eight af the last com- 
munion season were admitted into the 
church, and fifteen since that period 
have been hopefully converted. There 
IS one circumstance connected with 
the conversion of these persons 
which should be deeply impressed up- 
on ministers and upon the hearts of the 
young: Almost all those who were 
here brought to a saving knowledge 
of the truth, were members of Bible 
Classes. 

These revivals were carried on with- 
out noise or tumult during public wor- 
ship. Every thing like enthusiasm 
was discouraged. The work was 
deep, and often extensive ; but yet a 
still solemnity seemed to prevail. 


‘Relig. Intel—Summary. 
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In reviewing such scenes, our hearts 
swell with the warmest gratitude to 
God, for the interest and tender care 
which he manifests for his Zion. We 
feel grateful that he has not withdrawn 
his presence from us, but he has visited 
some of our churches with the copious 
showers of divine grace, and others 
with the gentle droppings of his bless- 
ed spirit. ‘ It is the Lord’s doing, ang 
it is marvellous in our eyes.” Let ug 
be encouraged to still greater exertions 
in this holy work ; let every nerve be 
strained to action ; every power of the 
soul exerted to urge forward the cause 
of the Redeemer. Let what the Lord 
has already done increase our exer- 
tions ; let us strive more ardently te 
advance the kingdom of our Saviour; 
and Jet us not relax our exertions til} 
every charch within our bounds be 
visited wiih the outpouring of the Spi- 
rit; till ** the whole earth be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the wa- 
ters cover the great deep.” 

In consequence of the cheering in- 
telligence contained in the above re- 
port, the Synod adopted the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Synod appoint 
thegfirst Monday in December next, 
as a day of Public Thanksgiving to 
Almighty God, tor the special blessings 
with which he has favoured severa! 
congregations under our care, in revi- 
ving religion, and in giving us in gene: 
ral the blessings of health, and in fa 
vouring us with fruitful seasons. 

And the Synod also recommended, 
that the churches under our care, on 
the day above named, offer up their 
prayers to Almighty God, for a gene- 
ral revival of religion within our 
bounds, and throughout the world. 


SUMMARY. 


Jn Nantucket, a Tract Society, auxilia- 
vy tothe New-England Tract Society, has 
heen tormed. It will be the principal ob- 
ject of this society to distribute tracts ‘ on 
board New-England whalers.’ As these 
are atsea generally between two and three 
years, and as the number of persons thus 
employed,is said to amount to nearly4,U' "0, 
this society has a fair claim on the charl- 
ties of the religious public. 


American Education Society.—The an- 
nual meeting of this important institution 
was held at the Hall over the Massachu- 
setts Bank, on Wednesday last, at 11 A. M. 
and opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. Palm- 
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of Charleston, $.C. The Report of 
the Treasurer was read and accepted. 
‘he amount of receipts for the last year 


er, 


was $13,108, 97. The Officers of the 
preceding year were rechosen,and Rev. W. 
Pay, of Charlestown, appointed to fill the 
vacancy occasioned in the Board of Direc- 
tors by the death of the Rev. Dr. Worces- 
ter. Rev. B. Emerson resigned his seat 
at the Board, and received a vote of thanks 
from the Society for his laborious and 
faithful services. Rev. R. 8. Storrs, of 
Braintree, was chosen in his stead. 

At four o’clock, P. M. the Society met 
by adjournment at Marlboro’ Hotel, 
azreeably to the arrangements of their 
Committee, where the Report of the Di- 
rectors was read to a respectable and in- 
terested audience by the Rev. B. Emerson. 
‘(he motion for the acceptance and publi- 
cation ofthe Report was made by Samuel 
Hubbard, Esq. and seconded by Rev. Dr. 
Palmer. Thanks were moved to the Di- 
vectors for their great exertions in behalf 
of the Society, by Rev. B. B. Wisner, 
and seconded by Rev. W. Jenks. The 
thanks of the Society to the Auxiliary So- 
cieties, Churches and other Associations, 
were moved by the Rev. Dr. Holmes, and 
seconded by Rev. Mr- Storrs.-—Most of 
these gentlemen addressed the Society in 
support of their motions. 

At the close of the meeting ahout $900 
were subscribed to the funds of the Socie- 
ty—of which 800 are annual subseriptions. 


— Ree, 


Four young men, educated at the Mis- 
sionary Seminary, Gosport, Eng. have left 
it during the present year, for the purpose 
of proceeding as missionaries ; one to Mad- 
agascar ; one to Bellary; one to Malacca, 
and one to the South Seas. 


{tis supposed that formerly, in the city 
of Paris, ‘ there was one ecclesiastic to ev- 
ery sixty individuals ; now there is but 
me to every six hundred and twelve.’ 


Geneva—A very visible and surprising 
progress has marked the interests of Evan- 
gelical religion within the last five years, 
in this celebrated city. The established 
pastors who had maintained their attach- 
ment to the pure doctrines of the New 
Testament, have been emboldened to 
preach the truth with mcreasing clear- 
ness and energy, and their labours have 
been followed with a divine blessing. 
Monsieur Malan, who was so bitterly per- 
secuted a few years since by the Unitari- 
an Pastors, and ejected both from the 
Church and the College for his fidelity to 
Christ, is not alone; he has erected a 
chapel on his own ground, without the 
walls of the city, capable of holding near- 
‘y 209 persons, anc is doing great good. 
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He does not regard himselfas a separatist, 
but still holds to the ecclesiastical consti- 
tution of his country, and is strengthened 
by the hands of several among his breth- 
ren. 

A separate church was also formed at 
Geneva about four years ago, on congrega- 
tional principles—by pious persons who 
were unable to receive Unitarian doctrines; 
but they had at first to undergo most oppro- 
brious treatment, and many painful suffer- 
ings from dissolute mobs and profane scoff- 
ers of the higher classes, but their exempla- 
ry conduct has at length procured for them 
the respect due to them, and liberated 
them from “cruel mockings.’? Messrs. 
Emile Guers, and Jean Guillaume Gon- 
thier, the elected Pastors of this new 
church, were sent over to England to re- 
ceive ordination in June last. Sermon: 
were preached on the occasion, by Dr. 
J. Pye Smith and Dr. Collyer. ‘These 
two young ministers had long been known 
by name and character to friends of 
the gospel in London, and carried with 
them the most satisfactory testimonials 
from learned and pious muiuuisters in Swit- 
zerland, and also from the Dean, and Pro- 
fessors in the college of Geneva where 
they had studied, one of them eight years, 
and the other nine. 

May they prove to be bright and shin- 
ing lights in that city where the candle of 
the Lord once shone, and where thick 
darkness has subsequently rested.— Rec. 


Paris, July 20. 
The Greek Patriarch.--Gregory, the pi- 
ous and venerable Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople, who fell a victim to the infatuation: 
and revenge of the populace, in the 80th 
year of his age, was a native of Pelopon- 
nesus. He was first consecrated to the 
Archiepiscopal See of Smyrna, where hc 
left honourable testimonials of his piety 
and Christian virtues. ‘Translated to the 
Patriarchal throne of Constantinople, he 
occupied it at three distinct periods, for 
under the Musselman despotism was intro. 
duced and perpetuated, the anticanonical 
custom of frequently changing the head of 
the Greek clergy. | 
During his first patriarchate he had the 
good fortune to save the Greek Christian: 
from the fury of the Divan, who had it in 
contemplation to make the people respon. 
sible for the French expedition into Egypt. 
He succeeded in preserving his country- 
men from the hatred of the Turks, but he 
was not the better treated for his interpo- 
sition, the Turkish government banished 
him to Mount Athos. Recalled to his See 
some years after, he was again exposed to 
great danger in consequence of the wai 
with Russia: and on the appearance of an 
Finghish fleet off Constuntinople, the Patri- 
arch was exiledanew to Mount Athos, and 
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once more ascended his throne, on which 
he terminated his career. 

This Prelate invariably manifested the 
most rigid observance of his sacred duties ; 
and in private life, he was plain, affable , 
virtuous, and of an exemplary life. 'To 
him the merit is ascribed of establishing a 
patriarchate press.—He has left a nume- 
rous collection of pastoral letters and ser- 
mons, which evince his piety and distin- 
guished talents. He translated and print- 
ed in modern Greek, with annotations, the 
Epistles of the Apostles. He lived like a 
father among his diocesans, and the sort of 
death he died, adds greatly to their sorrow 
and veneration for his memory. This Pre- 
late had not taken the least share in the 
insurrection of the Greeks—he had even 
pronounced an anathema against the au- 
thors of the rebellion ;~an anathema dic- 
tated, indeed, by the Musselmen’s sabres, 
but granted to prevent the effusion of 
blood, and the massacre of the Greek 
Christians.——Moniteur. 


DONATIONS TO RELIGIOUS AND CHARITS 
BLE INSTITUTIONS. 


The Treasurer of the American Educa. 
tion Society acknowledges the receipt of 
$591,12, in the month of September, — 

The Treasurer of the American Bible 
Society acknowledges the receipt of $2542 
17, in the month of September. The je. 
sues from the Depository during the same 
period, were, Bibles, 3422; ‘Testaments 
1879: Total, 5301. 

The Treasurer of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
acknowledges the receipt of $4181,56, 
from July 18th to Aug. 17th, inclusive ; 
besides various articles for different Mis. 
sionary establishments. 

The Ladies’ Benevolent Society of 
Charleston, S. C. received during the 
year, ending Sept. 15th, $2619,93. OF 
thissum the Hebrew Congregation in that 
city, contributed $200,50. During the 
last year, 247 sick persons received assis 
tance from this society. 





UNITED STATES. 


The principal occurrence which has 
excited public attention has been the 
imprisonment of Col. Callava, by Gen. 
Jackson. The former gentleman was 
Governor of West-Florida while in 
possession of Spain, and had been ap- 
pointed by the Spanish Government, 
Commissioner to carry into effect, the 
stipulations between the United States 
and his Catholic Majesty. Gen. Jack- 
son demanded certain papers which 
not being delivered, Col. Callava was 
sent to the public jail, where he was 
retained until the papers had been ta- 
ken from his lodgings. Judge From- 
entin has also been engaged in a dits- 
pute with Gen. Jackson for determin- 
ing to grant a writ of habeas corpus, 
for the relief of Col. Callava, The 
latter gentleman has published an ac- 
count of the indignities to which he 
has been subjected, and ‘ detailed ac- 
counts of the whole affair’ between 
Gen. Jackson, and Judge Fromentin, 
‘with copies of the correspondence’ 
have been forwarded to the city of 
Washington, and we may suppose that 
our Government will express some 


opinion respecting these proceed- 
ings. 


Diew of Public Affairs. 


We learn, says the Boston Patrios, 
* that there is a disagreement between 
the American and English Commis- 
sioners under the treaty of Ghent, for 
determining the eastern boundary of the 
U.S. It therefore becomes their duty 
to report their respective proceedings,to 
their own governments, who according 
to the treaty, under these circumstan- 
ces, are to call upon some friendly 
sovereign, as an umpire. The territo- 
ry in dispute, contains about five miil- 
ions of acres, a part of which is good 
land. It is situated at the north-wes' 
angle of Nova Scotia, and at the north 
east angle of the United States and 
has within its limits the head waters of 
the St. John and other important riv- 
ers. Thereisa French settlement ov 
or near this disputed territory, at @ 
considerable distance from any othei 
settlement which has been visited only 
by hunters and surveyors. It is said 
to be in a very flourishing condition : 
its situation removing it alike from the 
temptation and vices of the world.” 


MEXICO. 

In this important part of the Span 
ish American possessions, it would 
seem that a measure has been adopted, 
which will be decisive of its indepen’ 












ence. An armistice has been entered 
into by the Royalist and Patriot 
Chiefs by whom “ it is agreed that the 
country shall be sovereign: and inde- 
yendent, and called the Mexican Em- 
pire ; thatit shall be a modercte con- 
stitutional monarchy ; that Ferdinand 
VII. shall be invited to come to Mex- 
ico, and reign there; in default, bis 
heirs or successors, in due order ; that 
a Provincial Government be erected, 
like that of the Cortes; and that this 
agreement be presented to the King 
for his acceptance.” 
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SUMMARY. 


The Grand Canal.— Our readers,es- 
pecially those who reside at a dis- 
tance, will doubtless be surprised to 
learn, that upwards of nine thousand 
men have been employed the greater 
part of the season, and are now 
stretching along the lines of the west- 
ern and sorthern canals, viz. about 
5000 between Utica and Schenectady; 
3500 beyond the Seneca river, and 
1500 on the northern canal. This 
body of workmen would make a for- 
midable army; nearly equal to that 
with which Washington, in a great 
measure, achieved our independence. 

We are informed that the line of the 
western canal is principally excavated 
from twenty miles west of the Genes- 
see river to the city of Schenectady— 
besides working parties on the line 
towards the city, by the rout of the 
Cohoes Fall; and that the whole routes 
of both the western and northern ca- 
nals, are laid out and under contracts ; 
that about 70 miles of navigable canal 
will be added the present year to the 
middle section from Montezuma to 
Utica, a distance of 60 miles. A flight 
of five locks, at the Little Falls, is rep- 
resented as superior to any similar 
work in America; and in point of neat 
execution and durability, may chal- 
lenge the world. 

_ The northern canal was completed 
the season past, from Lake Champlain 
to the Hudson river; the present sea- 
son, the excavation will be completed 
lo its junetion with the western canal 
uear the Cohoes Falls. We are also in- 
formed, that operations will commence 
on the very borders of this city, at the 
rotnt of termination, ina few days. 
Abany Register, Oct. 10. 
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Interment of the late Queen of Eng- 
land.—** The body arrived at Bruns- 
wick on the 24th of August; 30,000 per- 
sons followed in the procession. 

“As the corpse passed along the aisle 
into the place of sepulture, a hundred 
young ladies of the first families in 
Brunswick, dressed in white, stood on 
each side and scattered flowers before 
it. Ina few seconds the coffin and the 
mourners had all arrived in the family 
vault of the illustrious house of Bruns- 
wick. The entire space is very large, 
and already contains 57 coffins of dif- 
ferent branches of that ancient family. 
A portion, about 7 yards square, was 
separated from the rest by hangings of 
black cloth, and was illuminated with 
wax lights. In the middle of this sec- 
tion stood a platform, raised about two 
feet from the ground: on one side 
stood the coffin of the gallant father of 
the Queen, at the foot was the coffin of 
her gallant brother, both heroes slain 
in battle when fighting against the ty- 
ranny of Bonaparte.” 


The price of Flour has considerably 
advanced in Great Britain, in conse- 
quence of rains during the Harvest. 
which have so much injured a propor- 
tion of the crops, as to render it unfit 
for ordinary uses. [fn some places on 
the continent of Europe, great injury 
has been sustained from the same 
cause, 


RIcHARD SKinNRR has been re: 
elected Governor of Vermont. 


Several of the Banks in Boston have 
agreed to loan money for five per cent 
interest. 


Commercial Protection.—-The Na- 
tional Intelligencer, says—* We un- 
derstand that the following vessels are 
under orders to cruise in the West In- 
dies and Gulf of Mexico, for the pro- 
tection of our commerce: sloop of 
war Hornet; brigs Enterprize and 
Spark ; and sch’rs Grampus, Porpoise 
and Shark ; also several other vessels 
along the coasts of Florida and Geor- 

ja.” 

' In consequence of the death of Na- 
poleon Bonaparte, the British Govern- 
ment has informed Mr. Rush, our min- 
ister at that court, that American ves- 
sels may visit the Island of St. Hele- 
na, in the same manner as before the 
residence of the Ex-Emperor. 
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At a Convention of the Connecticut 
Medical Society, held in the course of 
the present month, in the city of Hart- 
ford, the subject of instituting an Asy- 
lum for the Insane, was again taken in- 
to consideration. 

“ The committee, to whom the sub- 
ject was referred in May last, exhibit- 
ed their report ; which was read, ac- 
cepted, and ordered to be published. 


View of Public Affairs—Ans. to Correspondents. 
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The Greeks placed behind the battle. 
ments the most experienced marks. 
men, to whom the rest supplied mus. 
kets, loaded, without interruption. At 
first, the three Jews set fire to baskets 
of corn, which were placed near the 
wall, and the wind soon spread the 
flames into the court of the convent, 
and the convent being constructed of 
wood, was soon consumed. The 
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From that report, it appears, that in 
the 70 towns from which returns more 
or less incomplete have been received, 
there are between five and six hundred 
insane persons ; and that a very gene- 
ral interest in their behalf, has been 
manifested in every part of the State. 

The convention, with great unanim- 
ity, adopted such measures as seemed 
calculated to promote the object in 
view. They adopted a plan for the in- 
stitution and government of a Soctety 
for the relief of the insane—-to which 


> 


Greeks however, did not give up their 
resolution to defend themselves. [py 
the wall of the convent, there was a 
small old door, and through that,one of 
the monks escaped. The Turks, see. 
ing this opening, penetrated by it into 
the court. The chief then assembled 
his followers in the church, and _ barrj- 
caded the door as much as possible— 
while they kept up an unceasing fire 
from the roof of the church, which 
was partly wrapped in flames—but 
those who remained in the court, and 
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they appropriated 200 dollars of their 
funds. They appointed committees 
in each county, and a committee of 
correspondence, to whom the subject 
is entrusted. ‘T’o them, and to all in- 
terested in this benevolent undertaking 


the Christian and the Patriot will say, 
God speed.” 


Obscurity still rests upon the transac- 
tions of the Turkish Government; and 
little can be conjectured concerning the 
termination of the conflict, to which 
the eyes of the Christian world are di- 
rected. The following article may 
serve as a specimen of the spirit with 
which the contest is conducted. 

Vienna, Aug. 19.—The following 
are the circumstantial details of a ver 
remarkable affair, which took place 
near the Convent of Statina, between 
the Greeks and the Turks, to the great 
disadvantage of the latter. 

The convent of Statina was inhabi- 
ted by several Greek monks. It is 
surrounded by a very high wall. 
Ninety-seven Greeks under the orders 
of a Servian captain of their own 
choice, called Anastasi, had thrown 
themselves into this Convent, where 
they were attacked on the 25th of Ju- 
ly, by 1590 Turks, under the orders of 
a Bimbacha, (chief of 1000 men) to 
whom three Jews acted as guides, 


who could not withdraw in time, were 
overpowered by numbers, and all put 
to the sword. The Bimbacha then 
summoned Anastasi to surrender, 
promising him pardon, which the latter 
rejected with disdain. At the same 
time a ball from the roof, laid the Bim- 
bacha dead on the spot. Immediate] 
a Turk cut off his head, and carefull 
wrapt it in a piece of cloth, to show 
that it had fallen in battle. 

Meanwhile, the flames, which envel- 
oped by degrees the roof of the church, 
forced the Greeks to descend. The 
Turks penetrated into the church, 
they fought round the hgh altar, and 
the Greeks continued their fire with 
such effect, that the Turks demanded 
an armistice, which was only granted 
them on condition of immediately 
withdrawing. The Turks lost 372 
killed, and the Greeks 17 killed and 15 
wounded. The seven monks were 
killed. ‘The three Jews fell into the 
hands of the Greeks, who nailed them 
to the cross, after having torn the skin 
from their bodies, and exercised on 
them other barbarities, 

The 80 triumphant Greeks, afte! 
having laid down their arms, passed 
the frontier of Bohovina, and were sent 
by an officer of the Austrian guard to 
Bovance, where they safely arrived or 
the 28th of July. 





Answers to Correspondents, 


G.; An Inquirer arter Trerm; Servus; P—n;: have been received and are 


under consideratior. 








